Affix Workshop

May 28th, 2004

Sarah Swanberg, Instructor

Prefixes

A prefix is a part of a word that is attached to the beginning of the word root.  If you can begin to recognize prefixes, you can guess the meaning of a new word more easily.

Look at the following list of word with the same prefix.  Try to guess the meaning of the prefix “tri.”

	Triple

Triangle

Trilingual


	Triplet

Tripod

Triathlon


	Trio

Tricycle

Trident




The meaning of “tri-“ is three.  So, if you are trilingual, you can speak three languages.  If you participate in a triathlon race, you run, swim and bike.  If you have three babies at the same time, they’re called triplets.

Now, try to guess the meaning of the prefix “auto.”

	Autonomous

Automobile

Automatic


	Autograph

Autobiography


	Autocracy

Autopilot




The meaning is “self.”  So, if a country has an autocracy, the power of the country is controlled by just one person. An automobile is a vehicle moved by self-contained power.  An autograph is a signature written in the famous person’s own writing.
Here is a list of words with the prefix “anti-.”  Try to guess the meaning of this prefix.

	Antiaircraft

Antibiotic

Anticlimax


	Antidepressant

Antifreeze

Antiperspirant


	Antisocial

Antivirus

Antiaging medicine


 “Anti-” is a prefix meaning “against”.  So, someone who is antisocial doesn’t like to spend time with people.  Antifreeze is the green stuff you put in your car so it won’t freeze in the wintertime.  Antiperspirant is what you put under your arms to stop perspiration, or sweat.

Try to guess the meaning of the prefix “in-“:

	Inspect

Inhibit

Inhale


	Ingredient

Insert

Insight


	Insist

Instinct




Here, the prefix “in-“ means in or into!  So, when you inspect something, you look inside.  When you inhale something, you breathe it in.  That’s easy, right?  Not so fast!  Unfortunately, “in-“ doesn’t always mean in!  Take a look at these words:

	Inseparable

Insecure

Insatiable


	Insensitive

Insincere


	Insignificant

Insomnia




Here, the prefix “in” means “not.”  So, if you say a couple is inseparable, you mean that they are constantly together, or cannot be separated.  If you have insomnia, you cannot sleep.  

To make things more complicated, sometimes there is more than one prefix for a given meaning.  For example, there are many prefixes meaning “not” in English.  Here are some examples:


Non-, Un-, Dis-, and Ir- are all prefixes meaning “not.”  

What do the following words have in common?


All these words have a prefix that means not.  So, it’s important to remember that a slight difference in spelling does not change the meaning of the prefix.  Here is another example:


Here, the prefixes co-, col-, com-, con-, cor- mean “with.”  

In conclusion, studying prefixes will make it easier for you to guess the meaning of a new word.  This is why it is important for you to own a dictionary that pulls apart words to give you the meaning of the root as well as the prefix and suffix.    

	prefix
	meaning
	example

	a-, an-
	Opposite; without; not
	Amoral, atypical, antonym

	Anti-
	Opposed to; against
	Antifreeze; antidote

	Audi-, audio-
	Relating to sound; related to hearing
	Audiovisual, auditorium

	Auto-
	Of or by yourself
	Autobiography, automobile

	Bi-
	Two; twice
	Bilingual, biannual

	Bio-
	Relating to living things
	Biology, biochemistry

	Cent-, centi-
	100; 100th part of something
	Centipede, centimeter

	Circum-
	All the way around something
	Circumstance, circumference

	Co-, col-, com-, con-, cor-
	With; together
	Coexist, collect, compassion, confederation, correlation

	Contra-
	Against
	Contraceptive

	Counter-
	Opposite; against
	Counterproductive

	Cyber-
	Relating to computers
	Cyberspace, cyberpunk

	De-
	To do or make the opposite of; remove from; reduce
	Decriminalize, decaffeinated, devalue

	Dis-
	Opposite
	Disapprove, dishonesty

	Down-
	To a lower position; to or toward the bottom
	Downturn, downriver, downstairs

	Eco-
	Relating to the environment
	Ecological

	Electri-, electro-
	Relating to electricity
	Electrify, electrocute

	Em-, en-
	To make something have a quality
	Empower, enlarge

	Ex-
	No longer being or doing
	Ex-wife, ex-football player

	Ex-
	Out; from
	Exit, export

	Extra-
	Outside; beyond
	Extraterrestrial, extracurricular

	Geo-
	Relating to the earth
	Geology, geography

	Hydr-, hydro-
	Relating to or using water
	Hydroelectric, hydrant

	Il-, im-, in-, ir-
	Not
	Illogical, impossible, inconvenient, irrational

	Inter-, intro-, intra-
	Between; together; within
	International, introduce, intravenous

	Mis-
	Bad; badly
	Misfortune, misbehave

	Mono-
	One
	Monogram, monologue

	Multi-
	Many
	Multicolored, multicultural

	Non-
	Not
	Nonsmoking, nonstandard

	Over-
	Too much; beyond; outer; additional
	Overpopulated, overhang, overcoat, overtime

	Poly-
	Many
	Polygon

	Post-
	Later than; after
	Postgraduate, postpone

	Pre-
	Before
	Prewar, preview

	Pro-
	In favor of
	Pro-American

	Re-
	Again
	Rewrite, redo, rewind

	Semi-
	Half; partly
	Semicircle, semiprecious

	Sub-
	Under; below; less important or powerful
	Subway, substandard, subcommittee

	Super-
	Larger; greater; more powerful
	Supermarket, superhuman, supervisor

	Sym-, syn-
	With; together
	Sympathy, synthesis

	Tele-
	At or over a long distance
	Telescope, television

	Theo-
	Relating to God or gods
	Theology

	Therm-, thermo-
	Relating to heat
	Thermostat, thermometer

	Trans-
	On or to the far side of something; between two things
	Transatlantic, transportation

	Tri-
	Three
	Tricycle, triangle

	Ultra-
	Beyond; extremely
	Ultrasonic, ultramodern

	Un-
	Not; opposite
	Unhappy, unfair, undress

	Under-
	Too little
	Underdeveloped, underage

	Uni-
	One
	Unilateral

	Vice-
	Next in rank below the most important person
	Vice-President, vice-captain




















Nonsense


Undeniable


Disregard


Irrelevant








Illogical


Impossible


Inconvenient


Irrational





Coexist


Collect


Compassion


Confederation


Correlation








