Suffixes

The final word part is the suffix.  Suffixes have meaning as well as convey the part of speech of a word.  

For example, let’s pull apart the adjective infertility:
prefix  

root

suffix

in
+ 
fertil 
+
ity
= the quality of not being able to produce animal or plant life


  

not 

able to produce
having a 



new animal or
particular quality





plant life  
noun

So, whenever you see a word that ends in “-ity,” you know that:

· It’s a noun

· It means “having a particular quality”

Here’s the noun distasteful pulled apart:

prefix

root

suffix

dis
+
taste
+
ful 
= unpleasant or offensive

Opposite
feeling

full of

adjective

When you see a word that ends in “–ful,” you know that:

· It’s an adjective


· It means “full of”

Sometimes words can contain more than one suffix:

root

suffix

suffix

Dic

tion

ary 
= a place where the process of “saying” is done

To say

process of
place



noun

noun

If you spend some time becoming familiar with suffixes, you can at least recognize the part of speech of a new word.  Here are charts that give you the most commonly used suffixes in English.  

Adjective Suffixes

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Example

	-able
	capable of
	affordable

	-al, -ial
	relating to something; the act of doing something
	coastal, financial

	- ant
	tendency to 

	dominant

	-ary
	relating to
	customary

	-ative

	tendency to
	innovative

	-ent
	tendency to
	persistant

	-etic
	relating to
	sympathetic

	-ful
	full of
	harmful

	-ible
	capable
	discernible

	-ic, -ical
	relating to
	photographic, identical

	-less
	without
	harmless

	-ous
	full of
	famous

	-ry
	occupation
	ministry

	-some
	tendency to
	bothersome

	-y
	a quality of being
	arbitrary


Noun Suffixes

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Example

	-ary
	place
	library

	-ation
	process, result of a process, state or quality
	population

	-dom
	state of being
	wisdom

	-er, -or, -ar, -r
	one who does
	Teacher, actor, beggar, writer, photocopier

	-ence, -ance, -ency, -ancy
	A state or quality; the act of doing something
	Intelligence, obedience, performance, tendency, presidency, pregnancy

	-hood
	state of being
	manhood

	-ist
	one who does
	geologist

	-ity
	having a particular quality
	stupidity

	-ly
	like, similar to
	manly

	-ment
	state of being
	contentment

	-ness
	state of being
	happiness

	-ry
	occupation
	dentistry

	-ship
	state of being 
	citizenship


Adverb Suffixes

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Example

	-ly
	the way
	predictably

	-ways
	the way
	sideways

	-wise
	the way
	otherwise


Verb Suffixes

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Example

	-ade
	Action or process
	persuade

	-ate
	to make
	accentuate

	-en
	to make
	broaden

	-ify
	to affect in a particular way
	purify

	-ish
	action or process
	flourish

	-ize
	to make
	emphasize
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