Math 108 Summer 2007
Introduction to Probability and Statistics
Monday thru Thursday 
9:00 am to 10:15 am in Room 2719
Instructor: Shana Calaway

Office: Room 5308, in the FOSS building 

Telephone: 546-4628

Website: http://www.shoreline.edu/scalaway/ I will post important information about this course on this website, including due date reminders.  You will be able to find copies of the syllabus and homework list.  You will also be able to find copies of many of the handouts for the quarter.

E-mail: shcalaway@comcast.net at home; scalaway@shoreline.edu at Shoreline CC.  For best results, email me at both addresses.  

Office hours: Monday thru Thursday from 10:30 to 11:00, or by appointment.
Holidays: The college will be closed on Wednesday July 4th.
What this course involves:

About Math 108:  This is an introductory statistics course.  In this course, we will learn about interpreting and displaying data, gathering data, elementary probability, and some inferential statistics.  We’ll be using the graphing calculator extensively in this class – see below.  Surprisingly, there isn’t a lot of the kind of mathematics you’re used to in this course.  There is, however, a lot of mathematical thinking.  There is also a lot of reading and writing in this class; 

The prerequisites for Math 108 are Math 99 with a 2.0 or better and placement into English 100 or ESL 100.

Be sure to dedicate enough time to this course, especially because summer quarter is so short.  Twenty hours a week is a good starting point.

Required Text:  Intro Stats, by Deveaux, Velleman, and Bock, Second Edition.  We will cover most of Chapters 1 through 24.

Everyone needs to have a TI-83 graphing calculator.  Bring this to class every day.  We’ll be using this in class often.  You must have a TI-83 or TI-84 for this class.  These have all the statistical capabilities built in, and we’ll be learning how to use them during class.  Other graphing calculators, including the TI-85 and the TI-89, cannot do what we need.  If you do not want to buy one, you can rent a TI-83+ in the bookstore for about $25 for the quarter.  You do have to hurry if you want to rent one; there is a limited supply.
Math Learning Center:  The Math Learning Center is open Monday through Thursday, 8:30 am to 1:00 pm.  Even though not all of the Learning Assistants will be able to help you, the MLC is still a great place to work on this class.  You can work with your classmates.  There are answers to some or all of the homework problems there.  And some of the Learning Assistants will be able to help you.  

Details

Homework:  I will assign homework (reading, practice problems, and problems to turn in) from the textbooks.  The homework list for the entire quarter will be in a separate handout. Almost all the problems have answers in the back of the book. There will often be time during class to ask questions on the homework. A small sample of the homework problems will be collected each Thursday at the start of class – including the first week.  Please do not fall into the trap of thinking you don’t have to do any of the uncollected practice problems!  You must do more homework problems than just the few I collect in order to get enough practice with the techniques and ideas of the sections.  You will not be prepared for the tests unless you do lots of the practice problems.  Homework is worth 10% of your course grade.

Classwork: We will often do activities in class.  If you and/or your group make a serious effort and if you hand in what I ask you to on time, you will each get full credit for the activity. I do not take attendance, but this is your extra incentive to come to class and participate.  I give classwork credit only to the students who are present on that day.  I also occasionally give “classwork” credit to those students who are present at the beginning of class; this is an incentive for you to come to class on time.  Classwork is worth 10% of your course grade.

Projects:  There will be two projects during the quarter. The first project will probably be assigned the second week, and will be due on July 23rd. The second project will probably be assigned the fifth week, and will be due on August 13th.  You will have at least two weeks to do each project.  The projects may be done individually, or in teams of up to four persons.  Each project is worth 20% of your course grade.

Midterm Test: There will be one midterm test, tentatively scheduled for Tuesday July 24th.  I will announce the exact date as we get closer.  Calculators will be required. You may have one page of notes plus your calculator sheet for each test.  This test is worth 20% of your course grade.

Final Exam: The final exam will cover the entire course, with an emphasis on the second half of the course.  Calculators will be required. You may have one page of notes plus your calculator sheet for the final exam.  The final exam will be given on the last day of class, Thursday August 16th, during the regular class time.  The final exam is worth 20% of your course grade.

Your Course Grade: The classwork counts for 10% of your grade, the homework counts for 10% of your grade, each of the two projects counts for 20%, the midterm test counts for 20%, and the final exam counts for 20% of your grade.  In general, grading is a subjective process and depends on many things. As a baseline, I use a linear scale, with 90% (and above) being a 4.0, and 60% being a 2.0.  
Policies

Makeup and Late Papers Policy: I will not accept late papers of any kind. You can turn in any homework or project early.  You may arrange to take any test early if you know in advance of a scheduling conflict.  If you have an emergency that prevents you from taking a test, see me immediately upon your return to class.  Classwork credit is available only during that particular class period.
Cheating Policy: Do not cheat.  Some of the work in this class is collaborative, and I expect you to use each other as resources.  But for much of the required work, collaboration is not allowed.  In particular, on exams, the work you submit must be your own.  Plagiarism is also not allowed.  I reserve the right to give you a zero on any paper where I believe you have been cheating. Also, you should be aware that I sometimes make photocopies of quizzes and midterms before I return them.

Dates: The last day to turn in a P/NC form is July 19th.  The last day to drop this class with a W grade is July 26th.  You are responsible for paying attention to the calendar.

Emergency School Closure: If a class is canceled because Shoreline Community College is closed (inclement weather, earthquake, broken water main, etc.), we will take up where we left off at the next class meeting.  In particular, if class is canceled the day of a quiz or an exam, the quiz or exam will be given at the next class meeting.  Listen to the radio (KIRO), watch TV (KING), or check the college website www.shoreline.edu if you suspect the college may be closed.

Students with disabilities: Students with disabilities have the right to request and receive reasonable accommodations to ensure access to programs and facilities at Shoreline Community College. To receive reasonable accommodations, students are responsible for requesting accommodations and documenting the nature and extent of their disability in a timely manner. Students should direct their requests for reasonable accommodation to the Services for Students with Disabilities office. (State of Washington Laws of 1994, Ch. 105, Washington Core Services.)
