MATH 070 Fall 2011 Preparation for Algebra
8:30 – 9:20 am daily, room 2911 

About me and the college:
Instructor: Shana Calaway

Office: Room 5308, in the FOSS building 

Telephone: 546-4628

Website: http://www.shoreline.edu/scalaway/ I will post announcements and other important information about this course on this website, including due date reminders.  You will be able to find a copy of the syllabus.  The homework assignments are posted on this website.  You will also be able to find copies of many of the handouts for the quarter.  We will not use Blackboard for this class.
E-mail: shcalaway@comcast.net at home; scalaway@shoreline.edu at Shoreline CC.  For best results, email me at both addresses.  

Office hours: Mondays and Fridays from 9:30 to 10:20, Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10:30 to 11:20, and Thursdays from 2:00 to 2:50.  I am also in my office a lot – if my door is open, feel free to come talk to me.  This quarter, I am teaching Monday thru Friday at 8:30, and Monday thru Thursday from 12:30 to 1:35.  
Math Learning Center (MLC), Room 2201 through 2204:  The Math Learning Center is open Mondays through Thursdays 8:00 am to 6:30 pm, Fridays 8:00 am to 3:00 pm, and Sundays 2 to 6 pm.  The MLC is a great place to work on this class.  You can work with your classmates.  There are answers to some or all of the homework problems there.  There are computers for you to use to practice your math.  And the Learning Assistants will be able to help you.  The MLC website is http://www.shoreline.edu/math/.
Holidays: The College will be closed on Friday November 11 for Veterans’ Day and Thursday November 24 and Friday November 25 for Thanksgiving.
About Math 070:  

The main topics of Math 070 are simplifying algebraic expressions, solving linear equations, arithmetic with polynomials, and an introduction to graphing.  Math 070 is meant to prepare you to succeed in your algebra classes.  The prerequisite for Math 070 is a 2.0 or better in Math 060, or placement with a COMPASS score.

What do you need to buy?
Required Text:  Beginning Algebra with Student Solutions Manual, a custom edition for Shoreline Community College.  This text is available in the bookstore.  You do not have to bring your textbook every day, but do bring it on the days you have questions.  We will be working through most of Chapters 0, 1, 2, 3 and 4, plus a little of Chapter 7 and Appendix B.
Other Materials:  You will need standard-sized paper for homework assignments, a notebook for in-class notes, pencils and eraser, and a folder to hold graded assignments.  Bring these to class with you every day.  You will also need a few sheets of graph paper toward the end of the quarter.
Calculator:  Most of this class will be “no calculators allowed.”  Please do not use a calculator on the homework or quizzes unless I say you should.  Please do not bring one to class unless I ask you to.  Calculators will not be allowed on the tests or final exam.
What do you need to do?

Devote enough time to this class.  A good rule of thumb for a college class is that you will need to spend at least two hours outside of class for each hour inside of class.  For this class, that means you should spend at least an hour or two every day (or night) studying your math. 
Attend class:  There is a lot of material in this class, and we will be introducing new material nearly every day.  Every class period is important.  If you miss class, you are responsible for catching up with all missed materials, assignments, and announcements.  The website is an excellent place to find this information.
Homework: I will collect daily homework from you.  I will announce the homework assignments in class and post them on the website.    You will get full credit for your homework if it is complete, follows the guidelines, and is turned in on time.  Late homework will not be accepted.  You can miss up to ten homework assignments without penalty to your final grade.  Your first homework assignment is due on Friday September 23rd.  
Guidelines for homework:  

· Use standard sized (around 8½” x 11”) paper with no torn or fringed edges.  

· Put your name and due date at the top of the first page.

· Staple the pages in order, if you have more than one page.

· Be neat and legible.

· Show your steps clearly.

· Answers to word problems must be complete sentences.

· Use straight edges and graph paper for graphs 

I will not grade individual problems on your homework.  You should do that yourself.  Solutions to all the problems are available in the back of the textbook.

Practice Problems:  You may want to do more problems than I collect.  You can do the other problems in the book.  Or, if you want even more, the website www.interactmath.com has lots of practice problems like the ones in your textbook.  (When you go to the website, click ENTER, then choose Tobey Beginning Algebra 7th edition.)  These are free and it’s fun to work on them.
Quizzes:  You will take nine quizzes online.  There will be three quizzes on the material covered on each test.  You can take the quizzes on your own schedule, but they must be completed before the day of the test that covers them.  No late quizzes will be accepted.  I will drop the lowest quiz score from each part when I compute your final grade.  Note:  I will show you how to complete the quizzes online during the first full week of classes.  If you wish, you may arrange to take any quiz in pencil and paper form instead.
Tests:  There will be three 50-minute long tests.  Calculators will not be allowed.  The dates of the tests are Friday October 14th, Wednesday November 2nd, and Tuesday November 29th.  If you have a schedule conflict, you can arrange to take any test early.   I do not give makeup tests.  If you miss a test because of illness or other emergency, contact me as soon as possible.
Final Exam:  The final exam will be from 7:30 am to 9:20 am on Thursday December 8th, in the usual room.  Note the earlier time!  The final exam is cumulative.  Calculators will not be allowed.
How do I make your course grade?
10% of your grade comes from the homework, 10% from the online quizzes, 15% from each test (for a total of 45%), and 35% from the final exam. 
Final grades are given on a scale of 0.0 (F) to 4.0 (A).  Students who average 94% or better will get a 4.0.  If your average is from 82% to 93%, you will get from 3.0 and 3.9.  If your average is from 70% to 81%, you will get from 2.0 to 2.9.  If your average is from 58% to 69%, you will get from 1.0 to 1.9.  
You may ask to change from a decimal grade to P/NC up until the beginning of the final exam.  A form is available on the class website.  The form must be submitted by the beginning of the final exam.  See p. 31 of the catalog (http://www.shoreline.edu/catalog.aspx) for details on this option.  
Policies

Makeup and Late Papers Policy:  I do not accept late work and I do not give makeup tests.  You can turn in any homework set or quiz early, and you may arrange to take test early if you know in advance of a scheduling conflict.  If you have to miss a homework assignment or quiz, then that will be one of the scores I drop.  If you have an emergency that prevents you from taking a test, see me immediately upon your return to class.  We will work something out.
Cheating Policy: Do not cheat.  Some of the work in this class is collaborative, and I expect you to use each other as resources.  But for much of the required work, collaboration is not allowed.  In particular, on quizzes, tests, and the final exam, the work you submit must be your own.  Plagiarism is also not allowed.  I reserve the right to give you a zero on any paper where I believe you have been cheating. Also, you should be aware that I sometimes make photocopies of tests before I return them.

Dates: The last day to drop this class with a W grade is November 2nd.  You are responsible for paying attention to the calendar.

Emergency School Closure: If a class is canceled (Shana is sick, or the college is closed due to inclement weather, earthquake, broken water main, etc.), we will take up where we left off at the next class meeting.  In particular, if class is canceled the day of a test, the test will be given at the next class meeting.  Listen to the radio (KIRO), watch TV (KING), or check the college website www.shoreline.edu if you suspect the college may be closed.  I will also post specific information on the course website (www.shoreline.edu/scalaway/math_070.htm).  Please be patient with me, as I may not be able to respond quickly.
Students with disabilities: Students with disabilities have the right to request and receive reasonable accommodations to ensure access to programs and facilities at Shoreline Community College. To receive reasonable accommodations, students are responsible for requesting accommodations and documenting the nature and extent of their disability in a timely manner. Students should direct their requests for reasonable accommodation to the Services for Students with Disabilities office (206-546-4545, TTY: 546-4520, room 5226 in the FOSS building).
Signature page for Math 070 
I have read the syllabus for Math 070.   I understand how to contact my professor, what I need to buy, what I need to do, and the class policies.  I have kept a copy of the syllabus for my records.

Print your name: ________________________________________________________

Sign your name: ________________________________________________________

Date:                   ________________________________________________________
