Syllabus CS& 121 (was Compu 131) - Introduction to Programming Using Visual Basic
Winter 2009
	11:30 – 12:20 AM
	Daily room 1302 
	Section 1, item 0607


Professor: Robert Shields; Email: rshields@shoreline.edu; Tel: (206) 546-4773; 
Web: http://shoreline.edu/rshields 
Visit the course web site daily for updates

Office 1420 - Hours: see my web site or by appointment IASBUS Div. CIS Dept. (206)546-4665, Fax 533-5104

Required Text:  An Introduction to Programming using Visual Basic .NET, 6th ed. David Schneider, Pearson Prentice Hall, 2006 ISBN 0-13-030654-1 . You will need to read this book at least 3 times.

Also Required:  (a) USB memory stick/flash drive or alternatives, (b) Pencil with eraser
 (c) 3 Scantron sheets for multiple choice portions of tests.

Student Data files: See page xv in the text. Also available at Q:\Shields\121\studentDataFiles


COURSE DESCRIPTION: Variable assignment, loops, branches, subroutines, arrays. Introduction to algorithms. Structured programming and top-down design. Programs will be written in Visual Basic. Prerequisites: MATH 099 (2.0 or better) or one and a half years of High School Algebra (C or better) and a score of 33 or higher on the College Algebra ASSET test (or equivalent), or instructor permission.


COURSE GOALS:  Learn basic concepts and techniques of solving problems by using computer programming.  Major topics include planning & algorithms; input & output instructions; mathematical & logical expressions, solution structures:  sequence, selection (if/then, select/case), iteration (for/next, do loops) and nesting (expressions, subprograms, functions); variables & data structures (arrays); testing, documentation and style.  Designed for students with no prior computer programming experience. Use Visual Basic .NET to explore the fundamentals of programming, building a strong foundation for a sustainable understanding of programming. Significant hands-on experience. 
Grades: Weighted grading is used for this class:

	Activity
	Approximate Count
	Style
	Weight

	Tests – scantron + pencil & paper
	2 interim + 1 final
	Multiple choice, short answer & writing code
	58%

	
	
	
	

	Assignments & Programming Projects
	10 solo @ 3% ea.
13 paired @ .9% ea.
	Complete solutions with documentation & source listings
	42%


Late Work: Any work received after the due date or time will be considered late.  Late work will be subject to a discount of 35% per day late.  You will not be able to resubmit your assignments with corrections.

I recommend that you highlight the directions that precede each group of questions in your text—the formatting in the text is not "eye-catching." After answering the questions based on your understanding of a section, check your answers against the odd numbered questions in the back of your text.
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