ENIVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES – 28 Feb 2002

Industry Attendees:
Brian Landau

Wastewater Treat. Div.-Depart. of Nat. Resc.

Frank Morado

NOAA

Selene Fisher

PWA

Scott Mickleson

King County DNR/WLRD




Gordon Kennedy

WADOT




Ed Connor

Skagit Watershed Coordinator

College Attendees:  
Matt Loper, Faculty-Program Director

Bob Peterson, Dean – Science Division

Berta Lloyd, Professional-Tech. Education

0. Roster
Was passed around and updated/confirmed

I. Approval of Minutes from Dec 13 mtg

Motion: Scott, Seconded: Berta, Approved: All

II. Landscape Ecology Class

Underway with 16 students.  Seems to be going well. New teacher Brian Oakley a Forest Ecologist from UW is teaching it.  This class will transfer as a 400 level class at UW.

III.  Wildlife Habitat Class

Students from Landscape Eco are being recruited for next semester's Wildlife Habitat class, which Matt is teaching, though some have already taken it.  Matt is getting ready to send out a flyer and email announcement.  There is a GIS component incorporated into the class and he wants to add a GPS unit.

IV. New Advisory Committee Members

Well met, Brian Landau from King County.

Matt also talked to Adolfson, who sounded interested, and Weyerhauser, who had a 'mixed' response.

(A bit of history: Steve Tolzman, a former student who was at Adolfson, went back to school at OSU in Coastal Mgmt, and then moved to New Hampshire.  Now he's looking to move back to PNW.)

Matt is not recruiting as hard as he could, because he is still trying to determine/finalize the program focus.  He is still interested in more private industry representatives if we know interested consultants.

V. Curriculum Development

The DACUM and External Review were completed.  The problem is that students with a two-year degree in Seattle have too much competition.  If they are willing to move out of immediate area, they can get good jobs.  The recommendations of the reviews were to work on developing more transfer programs, some post-baccalaureate certificate programs, and perhaps a 2-year program in GIS.

Most students in the program now want to go on to get a Bachelor's degree.

· Frank recommended adding an Ethics class and a review of Environmental Law basics, because of the frequent suits environmental agency folks get involved in.

· Berta wondered how much post-degree education was required in the environmental field.

· Selene and Scott talked about how many programs require continuing education units.  Oregon requires professional engineers to have regular CEU and Washington is considering it.  Probably should pursue finding out how about getting CEUs assigned to classes offered so this can be advertised for the post-baccalaureates. 

· Bob suggested that classes could be done as "hybrids" - work online and then meet periodically as a class - gets good reviews from students as being more flexible and not as intensive as regular attendance on campus.

· There was a lot of interest in Technical Writing, both for teaching students and for brushing up for professionals that haven't written in a while.  Brian thought a class shorter than a full quarter might be attractive to industry.

Matt will create a survey for industry employers to find out interest in having their employees taking some of the emphasis areas identified in the DACUM and External Review.  He will identify classes appropriate to the modules.

VI. Internships
Matt surveyed group for internships.

· Frank has 13 at NOAA with an application period of March 1 - 26.  Half are paid, half may be, depending on funding.

· Scott thinks the field crew and lab may have paid internships this summer - he will check.

· Selene thinks she will need one paid intern this summer.

· Gordon suggested that WSDOT and the Ferries both have Environmental Affairs and they might have intern positions.

· Brian said that the UW Center for Streamside Studies often has regional, seasonal job announcements.  He gets emails about them and will forward the information to Matt.

· Ed said that consultants frequently call him to look for summer people.  If Matt or Katie Schumacher creates a career announcement with student skills, Ed would email it to inquiring consultants.

VII.  Building Renovation

· The 2900 building where most science classes are taught is scheduled to be upgraded.  Classes include: geology, physics, env. tech, biotech, automotive, oceanography, env science, etc.

· The building upgrade has an advisory committee that Matt serves on.

· The facilities director, Pam, wants to build a 'green' building: introduce new kind of technology and use innovative approaches to design to create a building that could be a working/learning building.  The college president Holly is also interested in it.

· The college is now looking for grants or private industry gifts to get more exciting stuff implemented.  Bob described some programs they are pursuing and others contributed ideas.  Brian had heard of EcoTope,  an energy conservation consultant that may of know of grant opportunities.  Someone suggested that Seattle City Light might be interested in a demo classroom.

VIII. Other Business.

None.

IX. Next Meeting

Planned for Thursday, May 23rd, at 4:30pm.

X. Adjournment

Motioned, Seconded, Approved.

