Environmental Tech Advisory Committee

SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Minutes of the Meeting on December 13, 2001 

Members Present: Scott Mickelson, Kristen Stouffer-Overleese, Matt Loper, Berta Lloyd.

Matt called the meeting to order.

Program Planning & Assessment Report:  Matt discussed the Program Planning & Assessment (PPA) Report for the Environmental Science & Technology Programs that he had just authored.  This report assesses the status of the programs, looking at trends in enrollment, staffing, graduation, job placement and other factors.  The Env. Tech. Program had an External Review and DACUM (Developing A Curriculum) performed last Spring using some members from the advisory committee.  Both processes were quite fruitful.  The PPA addresses the findings of the Review and DACUM processes.  The need for updating equipment was noted.  Scott said that there may be some sieves that could be donated by King County.  Kris mentioned that Jay Clark of the City of Shoreline could be contacted for the availability of GIS and orthophotos.  Other resources may be available from the City.  

Marketing of the Program was discussed, and Matt mentioned that a website and flyers could be produced, and Kris offered to review this materials.  Scott said that there are still positions open in Wastewater Treatment.  One question raised was if Wetland Delineation training was still needed.  Enrollment has been very low.  The opinion of the members present was that it was not as needed for employment as it had been in the past.

The strengths of the Program were discussed.  The Program seems to serve students best who already have a Baccalaureate Degree, or plan to transfer and receive one after their Env. Tech. 2-year A.A.A.S. Degree.  Berta said that 50% of the students entering the Biotech. Program already have Bachelor’s Degrees.  Internships are a strong feature of the Program.  

Stream Monitoring Class – Fall 2001  Matt mentioned that ENVT 200, Stream Monitoring, had good enrollment Fall quarter, with about 16 students, perhaps half from the Env. Tech. Program.  Ed Connor is doing a great job teaching it, and the students were enjoying the class.  Scott mentioned that he knows a water quality specialist at King County who might be interested in being a guest lecturer next year.

ENVSC 202 (Ecology of Natural Landscapes) :   Matt discussed the upcoming class in landscape ecology.  Ed Connor was unable to teach it, but Matt had found Brian Oakley, a graduate student from the UW, who was very excited about teaching the class.
Internships:  Matt discussed the internships from last summer .  Dave Krueger, Jennie Husby and Adrienne Fox had all had successful internships with  King County, Snohomish County and City of Shoreline, respectively.  Scott said that there may be a lot of intern positions opening up in the next year, because the County will be losing some people.  Doug 

New Member Recruitment: Matt has contacted some agencies and  companies to solicit new members.  Brian Landau, a civil engineer with King County has graciously agreed to serve on the Committee, but was unable to attend because of a training.  Matt will contact other entities to try to recruit more members.  Scott said that Doug Nevetsky, who does environmental monitoring with the Roads Department for King County, could be a good possibility.

Other Business  

Kris mentioned that she recently attended a subsurface utility engineering training.  The work involves specialized equipment involved in construction, and down the road there may be a need for techs who can locate existing utilities.  There seems to be possible trend for more employment in Civil Engineering.  Kris will get matt the name and number of the person who taught the class.  Scott mentioned that agencies still make use of water withers to find pipes, etc.  Scott mentioned that King County has been monitoring the mouth of Boeing Creek for two years now, and he will send Matt the data.  Matt said he would like to set up long-term monitoring on Boeing Creek.  Kris said that the 3rd Ave drainage project needs to monitor flow in Boeing Creek before and after, will talk with Matt later about setting up a monitoring station before the project starts.

Next meeting:  February 21st, 2002, 4:30 in the Central Conference Room.

Adjournment

