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Environmental Technology Advisory Committee Meeting

Meeting Minutes

Meeting held February 20, 2003 at 4:00pm

Attendees:  Matt, Brian O., Brian L., Scott, Kim, Ed, Berta

1. Minutes approved from May 23, 2002 meeting.

2. Matt covered the reasons for cancellation of Environmental Science 202.  These include low enrollment and lack of available funding.  The class will probably be offered in alternate years in the future.

3. Matt gave an update on the remodel of the 2900 Building.  The focus of the project will be on improvements to the HVAC systems.  The original plan was scaled back due to budget concerns.  The administration decided not to try and get a “Leed Rating” for the project due to the expense.  This means that the building will have a lower “green” rating than previously planned.  There will still be a prep lab and specimen storage room in the marine science area.  Everything needs to be moved out of the building by July 3, 2003.  Classes are expected to resume in the building by fall 2004.

4. Matt handed out the Master Campus Plan EIS Fauna Study which was completed by Brett Wolfe and Mark Vanderven.  The current proposal is to install a ball field, soccer field, and amphitheater.  This would likely occur in the northwest corner of campus where there is an existing parking lot.  The project would likely be located both on SCC property and on city property, and would be jointly funded.  A new multi-level parking lot would also be built in the area and would have a cistern under it to water the ballfield.  The project would impact successional forest habitat, although some portion of the existing parking lot may be restored to natural habitat.  Meeting attendees were asked to review the fauna study and comment.

5. The Boeing Creek Monitoring Project has two committed students but is in need of more.  Students are monitoring five water quality parameters (D.O., pH, temp., nitrates, phosphates) at three sites on the creek.  They will soon have the use of a hydrolab and will add turbidity and conductivity.  Ed suggested doing some permanent cross-sections of the creek to get discharge/rating curves as well as doing macroinvertebrate sampling.  Scott asked about getting the Chem Tech program involved to sample for metals, TPH, etc.  Matt said he would talk to the Chem Tech faculty about this.

6. Matt noted that the Wetland Delineation Class, Environmental Technology 202, would be starting in the spring with Kim as the teacher.  Matt said he would contact some students to try and boost enrollment to 15-16 (actual student count in class turned out to be just 8).  Matt suggested hanging flyer to promote the class.  Several people suggested possible sites for field trips for the class.

7. The future direction of the Environmental Technology program was discussed.  Two main recommendations have been proposed:  1) shift the program to be more transfer oriented in preparing students to transfer to 4-year degree programs; 2) develop it into a certificate program for students who already have a bachelors degree (e.g., stream monitoring certificate, wetland delineation certificate).  Matt expressed concern that some students come expecting a vocational program that will lead directly to a job.  His concern with the certificate option is what do the students do with that certificate when they get out of school?  The discussion seemed to focus more on the option of having a transfer program that would also offer opportunities for professionals to broaden their skills by taking a class or two.  

It was noted that it is becoming more important for those in the environmental field to integrated data management skills.  We discussed options for getting GIS more integrated into the program.  Ed asked if there is a model for an environmental technology certificate.  Scott noted that there has been high demand for environmental regulation classes.  Ed asked about environmental restoration and whether anyone knew of any existing certificate programs.  No one did.  He noted that there may be a market for environmental regulation class for professional development.  Matt said he would try and initiate more conversation on this issue by e-mail.

8. Matt was approached by Evergreen Funding Consultants to explore grants from the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation.  This money would be for habitat restoration for salmonids.  Matt said he would prefer to partner with another organization.

9. We suggested options for the next meeting date of May 15, 22, or 29.  Matt said he would confirm the meeting date by e-mail.

10. Meeting adjourned at 6:05.

