Environmental Technology Advisory Committee Meeting

Minutes

Meeting held June 5, 2003-4:30 PM

Attendees:
Industry Representatives:
Scott Mickelson, Kim Harper, Kristen Stouffer-Overleese

Shoreline Representatives:
Matt Loper, Berta Lloyd

DISCUSSION:
2900 Building Update-Relocation & Constructions Schedule

Summer Quarter 2003 the water pressure problem for fire protection will be fixed.  Fall 2003 renovation will begin.

Master Campus Plan Biological Survey

Matt reiterated the information regarding the Master Campus Plan Biological Survey.  This was a study that was completed by Brett Wolfe and Mark VanderVen.  The current proposal is to install a ball field, soccer field, and amphitheater. The project would be located both on SCC property and on city property, and would be jointly funded.  A new multi-level parking lot would also be built and would have a cistern under it to water the ball field.  This project would impact late successional forest habitat, although some portion of the existing parking lot may be restored to natural habitat.

Boeing Creek Monitoring Project
Students are monitoring five water quality parameters (D.O., pH, temp., nitrates, phosphates) at three sites on the creek.  They will have the use of a hydro lab and will add turbidity and conductivity.  

ENVT 202- Wetland Delineation class for Spring  2003 Status

Advisory Committee Member, Kim Harper, Senior Wetland Ecologist, Sheldon  & Associates is teaching this class.  The class has 8 students who are especially enjoying the field trips which enable them to apply classroom theory.

EVNT 200-Stream Monitoring for Fall 2003

Shoreline is recruiting for a faculty person to teach this class for fall and asked of the advisory committee members if there was any interest on their part or if they had recommendations of potential people.  

Summer Internships

Four students will be out on internships for the Summer in areas of forest service, urban birds survey research, stream monitoring and fish and wild life.  Two to three students are still in need of placement.

Classes for Continuing Students

The Environmental Technology Program has been placed on inactive status and approximately 12 students remain in the program.  Even though the College is committed to assisting these students with program completion, three key classes will not be taught next year:  ENVT 200, 201 and 202.  This is due to the 2900 building remodel and the severe budget shortfall.  Matt will continue the dialogue with instruction in order to create a plan for student program completion.

Future Direction for Environmental Technology Program

The program has been put on inactive status because of very low prospects for 2 year graduates to find entry level work in the field at this time.  The goal of professional-technical education is to prepare people for immediate employment.  In addition, enrollments have been historically weak.   The industry reports that their preference is 4-year graduates.

The Environmental Technology Student Club would continue to operate.  Many students academic transfer.

Matt would like to shift to a strong transfer emphasis but wants to maintain contact with advisory members for discussions surrounding new directions for the program over the next 3 years.  Future directions for short-term training might be a GIS Certificate and an Environmental Database Administration Certificate.  Industry also needs short-courses for upgrade training for people employed in the filed:    Environmental Regulations and Environmental Project Management. A certificate program could be developed for 4-year graduates--similar to what has been developed in the Biotechnology Program. The existing Environmental Technology DACUM could also be a source of excellent information for program development.

