EDU Program Advisory Committee

Wednesday, March 12, 2003

In attendance:  Jennifer Kelty, chair, Barbara Matlock, Leslie Keller, Andrea Rye, Betty Peace-Gladstone, Yonkin Wong
Grant Updates: 

City of Seattle Grant Renewal and Seattle Early Reading First Grant (SERF)
It was announced that the SERF (Seattle Early Reading First) grant had been awarded, and the City of Seattle grant had been successfully renewed.  There was a discussion regarding the implications for Shoreline, regarding the SERF grant, and the need to begin to identify and recruit trainers and additional adjunct faculty.  Barb Matlock indicated she may be able to help with identifying potential trainers, the Head Start community was also discussed as a potential source, and Leslie Keller provided information regarding a new literacy assessment tool that may be useful to the grant.

External Program Review Process – Education Program

It was announced that the Education Program would be undergoing and external program review   in May.  This is a process that is required for all professional-technical programs in community-technical colleges in Washington State.  It is likely that advisory committee members would be contacted by Kae Hutchison for   possibly  participating in the process.
Math for Elementary School Teachers

A new series of Math courses, Math for Elementary Teachers, are being offered on campus.  These courses are transferable, and are required by most colleges as a part of the teacher certification process.  There is a possibility that they will also be offered at the neighborhood class sites, based upon preliminary discussions with the professor who teaches these classes.  They will be added to the  program planning sheets for the EDU program.
Dialog: Beginning to Support Off-Campus ESL/ABE and Core Requirements

The possibility of offering ESL and developmental skills courses at the neighborhood classes has been introduced to Donna Miller-Parker of Shoreline’s Essential Skills program, as a way of providing support to students in the neighborhood classes who are interested in pursuing a degree.  There is some evidence of interest in this possibility by the Essential Skills program, further discussions will take place in upcoming months.

Other

There was a discussion regarding the impact of recent State funding cuts and impending cuts for next academic year with the tax revenue shortfall upon the staff professional development budgets at many early childhood sites.  It was suggested that we look into encouraging prospective students to contact the  
Financial Aid department at Shoreline CC to explore other possible avenues of financial support for their continuing education.  This  led to further discussion of recruitment of potential students through the local AEYC affiliates, STARS network, WAEYC, child care licensors, the King County Child Care task forces and the Health Department’s child care team.
The current status of Head Start was discussed, with a review of the proposed changes from the Bush administration as it comes up for re-authorization.  The White House’s proposal would block grant Head Start to the states, to be coordinated with Part C, Part D, child care and state funded preschool programs.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:10

