MLT Program Advisory Meeting

September 18, 2003
Present:  Dorothy Canavan, Keeley Ghirdelli, Nancy Moore, James Nakasone, Sue Seegers, Florence Guirnalda, Gillian Lewis, Linda Breiwick and Molly Morse.

Chairperson:  Sue Seegers

Linda Breiwick welcomed everyone and had everyone introduce themselves.  She invited everyone to Shoreline Salutes in the PUB immediately following the advisory meeting.

Forms for Review:  The committee reviewed, 1) Human Subject Permission, 2) Criminal History Background Check, and 3) MLT Professional Standard Agreement form.  Recommendations for slight changes were made.

Linda reported that we have done Criminal History Checks on students in the MLT Program (professional year), and now are incorporating this requirement into the Phlebotomy classes.  The Washington State Patrol Identification and Criminal History Section check goes back one year in the state of Washington only.  We need to let students know that when applying for jobs that they need to be truthful in filling out applications because not providing this information may be a cause for dismissal.  Some clinical sites do a federal criminal history check that goes back 10 years.

Student Numbers:  MLT Program student numbers are up.  We have 22 students this year.  We have three part-time students who are dividing the professional year into two years of study.  We will be placing 19 students in Spring 2004 for their clinical practicum classes in Hematology, Chemistry and Microbiology.  We may place one to two students in partial rotations  Winter quarter.

Our Phlebotomy classes are very healthy.  We have 30 students Fall quarter 2003, 20 students Winter quarter not including the MLT Program students and will teach a Work First class with 10 students Spring 2003.  This is the second year that we have worked with Work First in training students in the program for phlebotomy.

Recruitment:  Lynh Le, Molly Morse, Linda Breiwick were on a committee with high school staff to develop MLT Program recruitment brochures and bookmarks targeting high school students.  Brochure and bookmarks for committee members to take back to their facilities were shared.  Another suggestion was for MLT Faculty or graduates to do presentations during Winter/ Spring quarters to General Microbiology and Anatomy & Physiology classes.

Announcements:  Rico Cayetano has resigned from the committee due to other professional obligations.  Suggestions for other committee members were Kristy Skogerboi, Seattle University; Barb Buxton, Minor and James Medial PLLC; Leonard Kargacin, Public Health Laboratory;  Judy Anderson, Children’s Hospital and Regional Medical Center;  and someone from Evergreen Hospital.

HOPE Division Dean, Gillian Lewis, announced plans for a new Allied Health building slated for 2006.  MBBJ is the company planning the new building.

Linda talked about meeting with Seattle University to establish an articulation program for MLT Program graduates to go on to receive a bachelor’s degree, and schedule adjustment so that Seattle University (SU) students could take MLT 197 Spring quarter.  We have taken SU graduates in our professional year for the last six years so the program could be mutually beneficial to both colleges.  SU does not have Practicum classes, yet has a Med. Technology Bachelors degree program.  Talks will begin in December or Winter Quarter 2004. 

Next meeting will be Thursday, June 10th at 3:30pm.  

Submitted by Molly Morse
