Shoreline Community College, WA
English as a Second Language 050: Level 5

Summer Quarter, 2005

Instructor:  Kristin Marra
Office:  5341                                                             Office Hour:
Phone:  206-546-4560                                              Email:  marra@shoreline.edu
Class time:  7:30 – 10:15 a.m.                                  Class dates: 7/20 – 8/11 (final exam)
Class room:  1503
Holiday:  Monday, July 4 (U.S. Independence Day)
Textbooks:   Grammar in Context 3, 4th Edition  by Sandra Elbaum

          Tapestry Reading 2  by Michael Ryall
General Course Description:

ESL Level 5 emphasizes improvement in basic reading, writing and grammar skills.  Students will read pre-college materials and write well-developed paragraphs using appropriate grammar.  The students will also have an opportunity to listen and speak in class during pair and group work as well as whole class discussion.

Course Requirements:


Tests:  There will be several reading and grammar tests.  Sometimes I will inform you about the test, and sometimes I will not.  Therefore, you must come prepared to class every day.  Tests cannot be made-up without prior arrangement.

Writing:  You will be expected to complete at least 3 formal out of class writings.  You will be graded on the first draft (75% of grade) and a final draft (25% of grade).  As you can see, it is extremely important that you pour all your energy into your first draft because is will be the major part of your grade.  I will make corrections and suggestions for your first draft, return it to you, meet with you if necessary and then grade your second draft.  You will also have 4 formal in-class writings that also include your mid-term and final exam.  You will not be able to re-write these.   Please DOUBLE SPACE all writing assignments and have at least 1 inch margins.

Grammar:  You will notice that you have a large grammar textbook.  It is designed for a 20 week (1 semester) writing course.  Therefore, you must understand that we cannot cover everything in the book.  Your instructor will focus only on the skills and activities that will prepare you for ESL level 6, pre-college writing and life needs.  If you choose to study skills that are not assigned in the class, that is wonderful. However, your instructor cannot spend lots of time correcting your extra work since there are so many students and so many skills to be taught.  You can find lots of extra help if you use the textbook’s website at http://elt.thomson.com/grammarincontext .  This website is also a great help if you need to study for an exam.

Reading:  Reading is as or more important than grammar.  Good readers become good writers.  By reading well, you are learning vocabulary, of course, but you are also learning grammar and usage that will come to you more automatically when you write.  You should prepare to read all reading assignments several times.  While you read, notice word or sentence structures.  Pay attention to punctuation and grammar.  Reading is the one independent practice that most positively affects writing skills.  Ask your teacher questions if you read something that puzzles you.

Homework:  If you don’t like to do homework, you are in the wrong class.  All homework is designed to prepare you for class and there will be plenty of it.  Uncompleted homework embarrasses you and will make you unfit to participate in class activities; that can annoy other students.  Be sure to have a classmate’s phone number to find out what the daily homework is in case you are absent.  For every day that your homework is late, your grade will drop and entire grade point.  If it is 3 days late, it will automatically fail.


Attendance:  Students who attend class regularly and arrive on time get better grades.  This is an introduction to college class, so we cover information rapidly.  If you must miss class, you may email me or leave a message on my phone and tell me why.

Participation:  It is important to ask questions and speak in class.  Students who participate get higher grades; education scientists have proven this. You will also be graded on participation and, remember, if you are not in class, you are not participating.


Grading:  You will receive a P/NC grade upon completion of this class.  A pass (P) grade is 2.0 or higher.  Below 2.0 is a no credit (NC) grade.  Be aware that a grade below 2.5 means that you barely passed Level 5.  If you are one of those students who score below 2.5, you must understand that Level 6 will be a difficult challenge for you. So be prepared to get extra help for that level.
Here is how the final course grade is calculated:


Grammar and reading tests:                                                                         33.33%


Out of class and in class formal writings (including mid-term and final):  33.33%


Homework and class participation:                                                             33.33%

Note: Not passing the final exam could cause you to repeat the course.


Plagiarism and cheating:  Put simply: Don’t do it.
  That means don’t copy anybody else’s writing and pretend that it’s yours. This is a serious form of cheating.  If you do it once, you will fail the assignment.  If you do it a second time, you will fail the class.

Don’t cheat on tests either.  I will fail any test if I catch you copying another student’s test, using unapproved notes, message texting on cell phones (regardless of the subject) or any other behavior that gives you and unfair advantage over students who have studied for the test.  If you are caught doing it a second time, you will fail the class.

CELL PHONES ARE NOT ALLOWED IN CLASS, EVER.  THEY ARE RUDE INTERRUPTIONS AND ANNOYING TO STUDENT LEARNING.  HAVE CONSIDERATION FOR OTHERS AND TURN OFF YOUR PHONE BEFORE ENTERING CLASS.

These are lots of rule, I know.  But I have them to help you have a successful experience.  So let’s have a great quarter and enjoy our short time together.

