Level 5 / Spring 2008

Prevention is better than cure!!

I went on a trip with my friends 5 years ago.  At that tim, I just obtained a driver’s license.  I was so excited that I wanted to drive a car.  So I asked my father to let me use his car.  However, he didn’t want to do that.  The car was so old that it needed to maintain.  But I just ignored his opinion because I didn’t have enough time to maintain.  And we left without any checking about his car.  We didn’t have any problem on the first day.  However, on the next day, when we left to the sea, the car didn’t start very well.  I tried to start seveal times and after all it was working.  Even though the car was working, we spent the time almost 3 hours.  As a result of the wast of time, we had to cancel morning schedul.  I was so sorry my friends.  I couldn’t tell them anything.  However, they understood alot.  And nobody didn’t want to ruin this vacation because of a car.  We went to a restraunt for lunch.  I wanted to treat them to lunch.  After a lunch, when we started, the car wasn’t working again.  I was upest!!  I couldn’t start again!  After all, I had to call a tow.  But our schedul still remained 4 days.  We couldn’t have any choice.  We had to return to home.  On the way home, I thought I should have checked the car.  However, it was too late!  Also, when I got home, my father showed me the bill of towing.  I couldn’t believe that it was almost $200.  And he said.  “It’s your fault, so you have to pay the bill”  At that time, I was a student.  To pay the bill, I had to work at my mother’s restaurant.  I didn’t check the car before leave.  As a consequence of that, I ruined my vacation.  After the event, I always prepare and check all things.
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1 not passing, 3 borderline, 4 passing

Comments:

Not Passing: spelling and usage errors too distracting, too many fragments
Passing : ok structure, lots of transitions used correctly, good vocabulary, rich story that is easy to follow
(Second Sample Below)  
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Spring / 2008
My father is the most important person in my life.  It’s not only he raises me, but also teaches me a lot.  He never heats me, but I’m afraid of his disappointed look. He’s not a super rich man, but I respect his personality.  He’s a busy man, but he never forgets his family.  He doesn’t say anything to me, but he influenced me a lot without words.  The best effect to me is that my father never ask me to be what he wants.  Befor I chosed to study socialogy, my mother had told me that my father always wants his son to be a doctor.  He never tells me about that and he always encourages me what I chosed.  He supports me to do everything.  In our country, many children are made by their family expectation.  My father just expects me to be healthy and happy.  My father is a normal white-collar.  He never teaches me how to be a kind person, but I found the character which is honesty from his doing.  He’s respected by his honesty with his co-workers.  Although my father’s position is financial manager, he does everything careful and safely.  He works step by step.  Be his child for me, I always learn his character.  My father loves his family, however he’s so busy.  He eats dinner at home every day and takes us to outside on vacation.  He is a family man and he caused me to know what’s the most important in a life.  I’m in the other country now, every weekends we used to talk by computer.  Until now I still like at home in my habit.  If I have some great characters, they are studied by my father.
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1 not passing, 2 barely not passing, 1 borderline, 4 barely passing

Not Passing:  circular, unclear organization, seems like a free-write, scattered and undeveloped, adverbial clauses confusing, lack of transitions

Passing:  Not strong, but ok for an in-class Level 5, passing but send a strong message to the student that it needs improvement
