Comparison/Contrast.  In chapter eleven of The American Ways, we learned about the freedom that teenagers have in the U.S.  For example, American teens typically get their drivers’ license and their first job at age 16, and many parents expect their child to become completely independent by age 21.  Write an essay in which you compare or contrast the role of teenagers in the U.S. to teenagers in your country.  Organize the paper using either the subject-by-subject or point-by-point pattern.  In class – 2 hours
#1 (Level 6)

Americans believe in the importance of self-reliance.  Most Americans are taught this ideal from their childhood.  Also, many American parents expect their child to become completely independent by age 21.  In Japan, however, teenagers are less independent, and parents expect them to become independent less than Americans.


First, American teenagers strongly want to get their drivers’ license as soon as possible.  By getting their drivers’ license, they can acquire more opportunities to do something by themselves, such as shopping, going to work, and going school.  Moreover, they may become freer from their parents because their parents used to take them to and from many places, but they can drive by themselves.  Also, many American parents do not seem to hesitate to let their children drive.  I think that American parents want their children to be independent as much as their children want to be independent.  In Japan, by contrast, most people get their drivers’ license by age 20, and many of them get it after they graduate from high school.  The main reason to get a driver’s license is not in order to be independent for Japanese.  Many people want to get it just because everyone has it or they will probably need a car in the future.   In fact, some people never own their cars or they do not drive even though they have their drivers’ license.  Japanese call these people “paper drivers” because their drivers’ license do not work, like just paper.  In my case, my mother still does not want me to drive by myself because she think that it is very dangerous and I should drive when I start to work, although I got a driver’s license more than one year ago.  Thus, neither Japanese teenagers and parents strongly value self-reliance.


Second, most Americans become completely independent by age 21.  Some of them are students at this age, but many student make money by themselves for tuition.  However, Japanese tend to be completely independent about age 22 to 24 when they start to work.  The majority of college students’ parents pay tuition and others such as cost of food and rent for them.  Japanese students take it for granted.  In addition, some parents are proud of paying money for their children.  Also, others do not want their children to leave from their house.  It makes Japanese young people becoming less independent.  


Japanese is a group oriented ethnic.  Therefore we think that family is the base form of many of our groups, and it is the most important group.  Unlike American family, Japanese one is more important group than individuals, so Japanese parents think that they should deal with their children a lot.  In fact, Americans seem to think teenagers are adults, while Japanese tend to think they are still children.  Thus, Japanese teenagers are less independent; rather, they are not expected to be independent early.  However, I think that they should be more independent because I think American teenagers are more mature.  
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Comments:

8 High Pass – smooth, academic vocabulary, well-organized

Compare any aspect or aspects of your culture with American culture.  In-class, 2 hours.

#2 (Level 6)



My Comparative Opinion between Japan and U.S.A.  In class – 2 hours
People in other countries seem to be unique.  They develop their own culture by the time they spend time.  Also, this makes people experience the culture shock to other people.  When I came here, I thought that Japanese was different from American.  Then, I experienced the different education, religion, food, and culture.  But, some American people really were similar to Japanese people.  These two countries had some differences and similarities.

The first thing was the different system of education between Japan and America.  The Japanese education made students be afraid of telling their opinion to others in the class, but Americans made students be unafraid of doing it.  Because American students were motivated to do the group activity and presentation by teachers, they did not take notes only.  Japanese students tended to be quiet, and they didn’t want to ask questions.  Next, Japanese teachers just asked their students to memorize the important fomula, but American teachers required their students discuss the subject why it is correct or not.  Unlike Japanese students, American could prove the solution in the class.  Finally, Japanese students didn’t need to do homework a lot, but American students did.  When I was in the junior high school in Tokyo, teachers told me that our class just needed to copy the fomula and solve it.  However, American instructors made me do a lot of homework when I came to the U.S.  Those experiences were different, but another one was similar.

I believe that many American people like eating a fast food and so Japanese people do.  In my country, I have seen many kids loved to eat the fast food.  Furthermore, I have seen many American girls seemed to like Gap’s clothes.  If Americans went to Tokyo, they would see Japanese girls who wore same clothes.  I suppose that some American families are the owner of Japanese cars, and some Japanese families are the owner of American or European cars.  Because they seem to like foreign cars, buiding, and cultures, they want to buy these.  They will share their culture if it is similar to each other.

In conclusion, these two details support my opinions.  Both of Japanese and American people have many differences and similarities.  One day, many countries would unite to the one of they made the union of the earth.  I hope that this union destoies racism, and poor events in the war.  They make people be distrustful and ignorant as a result.
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Comments:  

7 Medium Fail - Choppy use of point-by point organization.  Should have focused on either similarities or differences.  Poor conclusion.
Comparison/Contrast.  In chapter 11 of The American Ways, we learned about the four historical “stages” of marriage in the U.S.  Write an essay in which you compare or contrast an older couple’s marriage to a younger couple’s.  For example, you could compare/contrast your grandparents’ marriage to your parents’, or compare/contrast your parents’ marriage to your own (if you’re married), or to a sibling’s.  Organize the paper using either the subject-by subject or point-by-point pattern.

#3 (Level 6)

In Japan, we believed that getting married was to have more than two children, and that husband worked outside, wife worked inside, like American marriage “stage I or II.”  And we wanted to follow everyone, such as marriage of age, number of children and couples’ responsibility or obligation.  However, it has changed to be more freely to get married.  My parents and my grandparents are good example.  

When my grandparents got married, they were 25 and 23 years old.  On the other hand, when my parents got married, both of them were 20 years old.  At the time, I was in my mother’s inside.  So when they get married, I attended their wedding.  Unlike my parents, my grandparents got a first child one year later of their marriage.  This, like my grandparents, was more common in past.

Number of children is also different between my parents and my grandparents.  Both the mother’s and father’s side parents have two children, while my parents have only one child; only me.  Their parents and some relatives suggested them to get one more baby for me; however, they didn’t.  Thus, people around my parents thought they should have more than two children but they decided not to have more than two children by themselves.


In addition to these differences, wife’s duty is also different between them.  Although my grandmother has her job, she always stays home because her job is able to do inside house.  Conversely, my mother has been working since before I was born.  Therefore, I needed to go a nursery school when I was 0 years old.  Moreover, her income became very important for my family now.

Hence, there are many differences between an older couple’s and a younger couple’s.  In fact, I often missed my mother when I was in elementary school, even though my grandparents live near my house.  But if she didn’t get me early and work hard, I couldn’t study in the U.S. easily.  I don’t know which marriage is better for children.  And I don’t want my children to feel lonely.  However, in order to keep higher lifestyle, women need to work outside the home.
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Comments:
7 – Ranging from Low Fail to High Fail – Too awkward, too many verb problems.  Introduction unclear and conclusion adds too much new information.  Although there is good voice and the sentence structure is good, it’s still a fail.

1 – Low Pass

