Level 099

2 hours, dictionaries and transition chart allowed

Gender Training in Japan


Many Japanese people will be taught the roles of their gender.  For example, women in general, they should be good at cooking and love children.  As for men in general, they should be strong men to support their future families, and they have to study hard.  These ideas place for a having traditional family in the society.  Men study hard in order to get a high salary job, and they provide financial support for the family.  On the other hand, women stay at home taking care of children and doing housework.  However, both men and women do not have these ideas naturally.  They have been trained getting these ideas since they are children.  Thus, there are some institutions that Japanese young people can learn about their gender roles such as schools and their families.


First of all, we can see many young teens are trained their gender roles at schools.  At the junior high schools, girls have to take some classes in which they learn about how to cook and how to sew.  They are trained to be a good future wife who can do any kinds of housework.  As for boys, they have to take a extra physical class where they can learn about judo, karate, or kendo, while girls are taking a household class.  At the physical class, boys learn about how to train themselves for being strong men mentally and physically.  In short, young girls and boys are trained how they become their appropriate gender.


It is not only schools where girls and boys are trained their gender roles but also they are mainly trained it at their families.  Genelly speaking, girls are trained that they must help their mothers.  They help their mother to do housework such as washing dishes, going shop for dinner, and cleaning the house.  If the girl do not help their mothers, they will be said, “You have to learn about housework because you are a girl.”  The whole family members expect the girls help mother’s housework.  On the other hand, boys are not expected doing housework.  All family members encourage the boys to study hard or to achieve their goals, for instance, playing a baseball to be a professional player.  Even if the boys enter the kitchen for some reasons, their parents will say, “You should keep remember that man should not be in the kitchen.  It is a place for a woman.”  Without a doubt, girls are trained to what girls are suppose to be, and boys are also trained the same way.


All in all, Japanese women and men have been trained their gender roles at the schools and their families since they are children.  Women should be able to cooking, cleaning the house, taking care of their children.  Men should study hard, and they are expected to get a high salary job for the future family.  I sure these ideas are based on Japanese culture; however, in the future, there are possibilities that a few girls take the role of men, and some men take the role of women.  For example, women and men both can cooking, cleaning, and earning same amount of the money for their families.

2 Fails – Although the organization is ok, there are too many verb problems.  Students won’t get help with these issues in 100.

2 Borderlines – Despite verb problems, there are good transitions and sentence variety.  This is an example of an essay that should be shared with other instructors.

2 Passes – Two instructors commented that this essay looked fine compared to current student work.

Level 099
In class – 1 hour and 50 minutes, dictionaries ok

We read that although there are some differences between men and women, gender doesn’t affect general scores on IQ tests.  However, in some cultures, one gender or the other is favored at home, at school, or in the workplace.  How about your country?  Which gender is favored?


Have you ever experienced that boys are more valued than girls?  I did.  It happened last year.  During the summer vacation, my friend, Jack, and I got a job in a Chinese restaurant.  I worked hard and usually be the earlist one in the restaurant; whereas Jack was always late or absent from work.  However, I got the same payment with Jack in the end of the month.  I was so angry that I asked the manager who supervised all of the waiters and waitress.  He told me, “Because Jack is a boy, he has more energe.  Therefore, he must have done much works than you when he was working.”  Throughout history, men are always more value than women in Chinese society, not only in family, but also in workplace.  Men usually get higher status than women.


There has been a passing proverb since thousands of years in Chinese culture.  It says, “Boys are jade, but girls are tiles.”  It means that boys are as valuable as treasure but girls are valueless in Chinese families.  For example, in the 1960’s Taiwan, most families were in poverty level so they didn’t have enough money to support all of their children studying.  In this situation, the most common way that parents would do was sacrificing their daughters’ opportunities of education and let their sons could have enough money to continue studying.  Whether how smart those girls were, boys always had the priority to have higher education.


Also, the workplace is another place that we might easily face discrimination against men and women.  First, although a man and a woman have the same education and experiences, most companys in Taiwan are more likely to choose the man rather than the woman.  In traditional Chinese culture, people have a stereotype that men are always better than woman in every different ways.  In fact, it’s not true now.  Second, women are more easily to get fired after they get married.  Many people think that women should take care of their family and children at home so they won’t have enough time to handle these two jobs.  However, there are still many women can be successful in both families and careers.  One of example of this is my aunt.  My aunt is an editor in a newspaper publisher which is read by the majority of people in Taiwan.  And also, she has a happy family.  Her daughter is a famous musician in Taiwan. 

In summary, although it is 21st century, there are still many gender discrimination in my country.  However, people’s thinking will change.  For many people in my age, the gender discrimination issue is not that critical now.  In the future, the statuses between men and women may become closer and equaler than before.

4 Passes – good introduction, nice voice/style

1 Borderline – would like to see a better topic sentence for the second body paragraph and a better example in the 3rd body paragraph.

2 Fails – grammar problems, awkward expression and preposition use
