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Your essay should contain a clear and interesting introduction and 2-3 body paragraphs.  Please write a conclusion, but it may be brief.

Title:  Juvenile Crime in the U.S.
Content:  As you think about this topic, consider the questions we have raised in class:
1. What sort of crimes do juveniles commit?  Is juvenile crime generally rising or falling?

2. Why do you think juveniles commit non-violent crimes?

3. Do you think the media influences teenagers more than adults?

4. Why do you think the teens killed the homeless people in the article we read?

5. Do you think we should treat teenagers like adults if they commit a crime?

6. What did you think about the concept of teen courts?  Are there any disadvantages to these courts?

Remember to brainstorm and then narrow your topic.  Have a clear thesis and topic sentences before you begin writing.  Remember that this is an academic essay – not one based on personal experience.
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Juvenile Crime in the U.S.


The polices have studied that the Juvenile Crime is increasing in these day.  According to the newspaper record, there was a incredible juvenile crime in the United States.  The two high school students bought the guns from internet and went to school shotting down teachers, the principal and some students.  People were so shock about this news.  The reasons that teenagers commit crimere are getting attention and copying from the media.  

First of all, Teens always like to be deviant and get the attention.  Sometime teenagers are deviant because they want to get the attention from the families or parents.  As parents, they are expected to take care and focus on their children.  In the decade, tranditional families were all over the world.  Parents had more time to take care of their children.  However, as the world have changed, many single families and two career families appear.  Parents do not have as much as time to spend with their children than before.  This affect that teenagers try to do some deviant action to get the attention from the parents.

Secondly, another reason that Juvenile crime is increasing because of media.  Many violent movie or show in the television.  Adolescent alway admire the character from the media, therefore, they learn and copy from the media.  For example, as many violent movie appear in Taiwan.  Teenagers start to copy from the movie and commit the violent crime.  Most the reason that teens copy the action from the media because they think that is very cool.

In conclusion, getting attention from families and copying the action from the media are the two main reasons that affect the teenagers commit crimes.  Adolescence is a particular period because people have not grown up enough while they want people treat them as an adult.  Moreover, teens have to face many role conflict such as being a good child listen to the parents or being a good friends hang out with other friends.  Thus, teenagers alway have problem about what they are going to be then cause they commit crimes.
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Juvenile Crime in the U.S.
Between 1994 and 2003, the reports states that juvenile crimes generally fell down by 18%.  Moreover, violent crimes decreased by 32%.  On the other hand, juveniles mostly commit non-violent crime.  For example, shoplifting, vandalism, and drugs abuse are some of the non-violent crimes that juveniles mostly commit.  The influence of media and behaving as an adult are the prombles that cause teens to commit crime.

Juveniles commit crime because the influence of media.  According to a newspaper report, 3 teens killed a homeless man as playing a video game.  In addition, the lyrics in many popular rap songs, which contain the mind of having sex and using drugs, influence teens to do the some things.  Moreover, media always report many singers’ or movie stars’ life who are teen’s idols.  Teens like to behave as their idols.  If their idol takes drug, they just follow to take drugs.  As a result, media influence teens to commit crime.

Not only the problem of media, the problem of behaving as an adult is also an cause of teens commit crime.  For instance, having alcohol, gambling, having sex.  Most of the teens like others treat them like adults, but their parents usually do not.  As a result, they have alcohol with friends, and teens are easy to commit crime under peer pressure.

To sum up, media influence and hehaving as an adult are some of the causes of teens commit crime.  They usually commit less serious crime because they are not mature enough.  As a result, teen courts are used for juvenile who with no prior arrest records and less serious law violations.  The teen courts offer light punishment but it is effective admonishment.
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