ESL Meeting: Minutes 9/15/2011



Present:
Donna Biscay, Lauren Wilson, Bill Sperling, Bruce McCutcheon, Vince Barnes, Kristin Marra, Aura Rios-Erickson, Elizabeth Hanson, Daina Smuidrins, Jo McEntire, Micaela Smith

Director’s Report:
· CASAS scores – SCC’s ESLAB level completion rates + achievement points have fallen compared to last year. ABE/GED met 4 of the 5 levels tracked. ESLAB, however, did not make target in any of the 6 levels. This is important as it will be reported in Dashboard. Discussion followed as to possible reasons. State wide the whole system is lower this year, and we are still doing well compared to other schools. 
· State Board now considers all ESL is ESL Civics and therefore all courses should be using EFF curriculum as a framework. 
· The program will be working on Dashboard in the coming weeks. 
· There are serious reservations about the ISIS grant specifically concerning the model of the control group. Under the current design, students in the control group will not be allowed to take IBest courses. This seems unmanageable and unfair. More on this from Bill later.

International Programs:
· Program needs to focus on curriculum + numbering levels. 

ELS:
· IP wants us to consider a draft articulation agreement with ELS which could potentially bring us more international students to the college (although not to ESL since, under the draft, they will have exempted out from ESL). Vince requested faculty input. One concern is that it has been stated that peer colleges accept ELS students at testing at 109 – this appears to be lower than our current standards. Questions were raised as to the accuracy of this statement.  Vince is going to write up some questions, and the topic will be revisited next meeting. 
· Next meetings: September 27th – ESL Meeting; October 4th – All Program Meeting; October 11th ESL Meeting
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