ABE-ESL/ESL/GED (Basic Skills Meeting) Minutes

Meeting: October 13, 2009

Present: Vince Barnes, Donna Biscay, Ruthann Duffy, Aura Rios-Erickson, Elizabeth Hanson, Lisa Hirayama, Kristin Marra, Jo McEntire, Daina Smuidrins, Bill Sperling, Lauren Wilson, Sean Duke
1) Approval of minutes. Clarified three points: 1) All MCOs will have a statement to saying that teachers should “see the instructor resources website.”  2) Per online teaching, international students must take at least 7 credits of face-to-face instruction. 3) No word about Jan Slusher’s development of an online course (Note:  Since the Oct. 13 meeting Bruce has contacted Jan and she is interested in creating samples of, perhaps, two online courses which will need to be approved for full development by a subgroup of the full-time faculty). 
2) At a previous meeting Lauren had brought up the topic of advising for lower level international students. One idea is creating classroom curricula which could cover some of their needs. The other is to let associate faculty know to talk to the international student advisors if their international students are having problems. The need for another joint meeting between ESL teachers and the international student office was brought up.

3) We went over feedback on the all faculty quarterly meeting. People liked how the meeting provided an opportunity for people to talk in the middle of the meeting, i.e. to break up the lecture mode. However, there wasn’t enough time for those groups to share findings or what came up in their discussions.

4)  Bill notified us that CBS will be here on Thursday and Friday, October 16-17 and that faculty are encouraged to stop by. 

5) Vince mentioned that the long-term goal report supplied by the SBCTC basic skills group was top-down in tone and that it needed to reflect what we actually saw as our goals rather than having those goals imposed on us.

6) Bill talked about the IBEST program review taking place which will show a cost-benefit analysis in terms of: 1) basic skill gains;  2) employment; and 3) enrollment in school. A draft report should be done by the end of the week.

7) Bill talked about the funding we’ve received for a full-time GED advisor. The job description is being made now. Jo mentioned that the advising and counseling department needs to be part of the process.

8) Kristin talked about her future role in the ABE-ESL department now that she is teaching ABE-GED full-time, and not teaching an ESL class anymore. We all voiced that we want her to be part of our department still. Lauren suggested we be sure to front end the meeting that would pertain to Kristin and/or make use of her expertise. Jo mentioned that someone from Learning Center North should also be invited to our meetings. She said that the content should be more inclusive of basic skills, not exclusive to ESL. 
9) Lisa Hirayama discussed the probation policy of international students. Teachers should use a “V” instead of an “NC” in grading (for students who vanish) in order to start the probationary process.  

10) We went over and completed review of ESL 010 and 015 MCO’s. Bruce will be collecting all of the MCOs and when all of the ABE-ESL ones are complete we will meet to discuss issues of uniformity before taking them to Humanities Planning Council. 

11) We began to read MCOs for level 2.  That reading will continue in the next meeting.


12)   Ruth informed the group that now David Holms has control over the program’s website changes.  
