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Exceptional


	· Write single lengthy paragraphs to 2-3 connected paragraphs that are well organized, fully developed, and show varied use of supporting details 

· Write with clear purpose and awareness of audience 

· Write about content that goes beyond personal experience and shows ability to respond to content discussed in class

· Almost always write with excellent control of grammar, mechanics and vocabulary

· Accurately use the following: all present and past tenses, including present perfect and past perfect, compound and basic complex clauses (adverbial, noun, adjective), transitions, and time shifts

· Almost all sentences are complete and correctly punctuated 

· Use increasingly sophisticated vocabulary accurately 

· Use rhetorical structures at a sentence or paragraph level (i.e. narrative, descriptive, process, compare and contrast, basic cause and effect, opinion)

· Drafting shows evidence of ability to edit own writing 
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Competent


	· Write single lengthy paragraphs to 2-3 connected paragraphs that are usually well organized, fully developed, and that show varied use of supporting details 

· Usually write with purpose and some awareness of audience 

· Usually write about content that goes beyond personal experience and shows ability to respond to content discussed in class

· Usually show control of grammar, mechanics and vocabulary

· Accurately use the following: all present and past tenses, including present perfect and past perfect, compound and basic complex clauses (adverbial, noun, adjective), transitions, and time shifts

· Sentences are mostly complete and correctly punctuated 

· Usually use increasingly sophisticated vocabulary accurately 

· Use some rhetorical structures at a sentence or paragraph level (i.e. narrative, descriptive, process, compare and contrast, basic cause and effect, opinion)

· Drafting shows evidence of some ability to edit own writing
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Developing
	· Often cannot write single lengthy paragraphs to 2-3 connected paragraphs that are organized, developed, and show use of supporting details 

· Often cannot write with clear purpose and awareness of audience 

· Often cannot write about content that goes beyond personal content and shows ability to respond to content discussed in class

· Often cannot control use of grammar, mechanics and vocabulary

· Often cannot use the grammar listed above 

· Often cannot write complete and correctly punctuated sentences

· Often cannot use increasingly sophisticated vocabulary accurately 

· Often cannot use rhetorical structures at a sentence or paragraph level 

· Drafting shows little or no evidence of ability to edit own writing
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Beginning
	· Little or no ability to write single lengthy paragraphs to 2-3 connected paragraphs 

· Little or no ability to write with clear purpose and awareness of audience 

· Little or no ability to write about content that goes beyond personal experience and shows ability to respond to content discussed in class
· Little or no ability to control of grammar, mechanics and vocabulary

· Little or no ability to use the grammar listed above

· Sentences are often complete and correctly punctuated 

· Little or no ability to use increasingly sophisticated vocabulary accurately 

· Little or no ability to use rhetorical structures at a sentence or paragraph level 

· Drafting shows no evidence of ability to edit own writing


Grammar that is covered in this level but may not appear in students’ writing:  reported speech, conditional clauses, and participial phrases.


