Shoreline Community College

Syllabus for ESL 098, Section 

Fall 2002
Instructor:

Donna Biscay

Classroom:

1715

Time:


10:30  - 12:20, Daily

Office:


5316 (top floor in the FOSS Building)

Office Hours:

1:00 – 2:00 Daily*

Phone:

            546-4638

E-Mail:

dbiscay@ctc.edu

Required Texts:
The American Ways, Second Edition, Crandall, Datesman and Kearny

Intermediate Grammar, Volume B by Susan Bland

Recommended:
An English-English dictionary

Materials:

A binder for your papers, class notes and handouts




A two-pocket portfolio for your out-of-class formal papers




Vocabulary cards on a ring or a small vocabulary notebook




Two “blue books” (examination books) for reading journals

Important Dates

Holidays:
Monday, November 11:  Veteran’s Day



Thursday and Friday, November 28 and 29:  Thanksgiving 


 

Last Class:
Wednesday, December 4

Final Exam:  
Monday, December 9, 11-1 p.m.
Course Description

ESL 098 is an integrated reading, writing, grammar and study skills course designed to assist students in the transition to ESL 099 and other regular college classes, with emphasis on writing in an academic format and reading authentic, pre-college level materials. The selected texts for this course foster these goals as well as offer students an opportunity learn about American culture and history, and improve their grammar.
*Office Hours: Students come to see teachers during office hours for a variety of reasons.  Here are some reasons you may want to come to my office:
· You need help with your writing assignment.

· You need clarification and additional explanation of an assignment.

· You have a specific grammar question or problem.

· You have a something you’d like to talk about privately.

Learning Outcomes

· To increase reading skills and acquisition of new vocabulary.

· To incorporate a variety of sentence types into coherent paragraphs and short essays.
· To learn and practice higher-level grammar structures.

· To work effectively and cooperatively within small groups.

· To examine personal learning styles, recognize currently used learning strategies and explore         new strategies.

Course Requirements

· Come to class on time and prepared.  

· Read your assignments carefully and be ready to discuss the readings as well as to ask and             answer questions in class.
· Complete homework assignments including reading journals and writing assignments.
· Use a personalized card system for vocabulary study.

· Participate in group projects.

Student Responsibilities

· If you are absent from class, please call another student (phone buddy) for the homework.             Your buddy should also pick up the day’s handouts for you. 
· Please do not call or e-mail me for the homework.

· It is the students’ responsibility to know when a paper is due or when we are having a test.

· If papers are late for any reason, they will be marked down.

· Tests and quizzes cannot be made up unless prior arrangements have been made.

· If you have to be absent for more than a day or so, please leave me a message.

· In the event of bad weather such as a snowstorm, call my office number, and I will leave              instructions for you if school is cancelled.  You may also call (206) 546-4101.
Writing

In Class:

You will frequently write papers in class.  These papers will be short (1 to 2 paragraphs each) and will be on the topics covered in the class and the readings.  The focus will be on grammatical correctness and practicing editing skills.  They will be worth 10 points each.  In addition, we will write two longer papers in class, which will be graded on pass/fail basis.

Out of Class:

You will write 3 – 4 formal papers of two pages in length.  These papers should be typed, double-spaced and follow normal format in terms of name, title, paper numbers, etc.  When you turn papers in, I will grade them and then return them to you to be rewritten.  You will receive a grade and points for each draft. Topics and due dates will be announced.  Completion of all these papers is a requirement to pass the class.

Reading Journals

You will be given questions to write about the reading text and other articles.  These journals will not be graded on grammar; however, writing in a journal is a good way to practice your best writing, so please try to write with good grammar and spelling.  You will receive points for each entry based on the quality and completeness of your writing.

Grading

Students will receive a 2.0 (passing) or better final grade if their total points compute to 75% or higher and they pass at least one of the in-class writing exams.  

In addition to the above, students must do the following in order to pass this class:

1. Complete at least 80% of all reading journal assignments.

2. Complete all out-of-class writing assignments.

3. Visit the instructor in her office at least one time before the mid-term (by Oct. 31st)

Your final grade for this course will be determined by the following:

Writing assignments


30%

Tests and quizzes


30%

Homework/journals 


15%

Group projects and presentations  
15%

Final Grammar Exam


10%

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the deliberate copying of material without indicating where it came from.  This and other forms of cheating could cause you to fail the class.  Always do your own work.   If someone else writes or heavily edits your paper, I will consider this plagiarism and you will not receive credit for that paper.  Be sure that you do not copy from books or other printed materials.  Please take this warning seriously.

Learning Environment
We will work on achieving our goals and learning outcomes through a variety of methods.  You will be asked to work independently, with partners and in small groups.  At times I will teach directly and in a more traditional way.  At other times,  I will ask students to find answers and explore topics without our direct input.  Although these ways are helpful to learning, you may have a preference for one or the other.  Please remember that people learn in a variety of ways and by using a various strategies.  In other words, what may be good for you may not be for your classmate.  I encourage you to be open-minded and patient.

PERCENT/DECIMAL EQUIVAALENCIES

PERCENT


GRADE
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