ESL 098: Introduction To College Studies

Winter 2001

COURSE:      
 
ESL 098
INSTRUCTOR: 
Vincent G. Barnes
CLASSROOM:   
1725
TIME:       
 
10:30-12:20 daily
OFFICE:     
 
5378
PHONE:      
 
546–4675
e-mail:


vbarnes@ctc.edu

TEXTBOOKS:
Required:

1. Beyond Language by Levine and Adelman
           


2. Introduction to Academic Writing



Recommended:




1. The Longman Dictionary of American English

IMPORTANT DATES
Final Exam:     Wednesday, March 14  11:00-1:00

Holiday:  January 15  (Martin Luther King's Birthday)

Holiday:  February 19 (President's Day)

Last Day of Class:  Monday, March 12

COURSE OBJECTIVES
*Identify and describe cultural differences in terms of Time/Space, Verbal/Non–Verbal Communication, and Family, Educational, and Work Values.

*Identify areas of potential culturally based conflict and employ avoidance strategies.

*Use vocabulary associated with cross–cultural communication in speaking and writing.

*Explain the important concepts of cross-cultural communication such as relative/absolute, subjective/objective, values, ethnocentrism, stereotype. 

*Explain the difference between observational and judgmental language.

*Analyze music and films to identify relevant cultural issues. 

*Research and report information about specific aspects of American culture.

*Exhibit sensitivity to cultural differences.

*Identify causes of stereotypes and subsurface factors that influence the way cultures develop.

Demonstrate knowledge by
*Answering multiple choice and short essay questions based on lectures

*Writing well–structured essays on assigned topics

*Using process strategies in developing essays

*Answering questions about readings from the textbook and outside sources

*Using library resources to find materials for research projects

COURSE CONTENT:
Writing
In Class:

We will write in class papers probably every week.  These papers will be short (1–1.5 pages) and will be on topics covered in class.  The focus will be on grammatical correctness.  They will be worth 10 points each.  In addition, we will write two major in class papers, one of which must be at least 2.0.

Out of Class:  

We will write four (maybe 3 or 5) formal papers.  These should be typed, double–spaced and follow normal format in terms of name, title, etc.  When you turn papers in, I will grade them, then return them to you to be rewritten.  Your grade on each paper will be an average of the two scores.  Please note that if you do very poorly on the first submission, it may be impossible to improve it enough to make it passing (2.0). Topics and due dates will be announced.

Journals:

In the same way that tennis players get better at tennis simply by playing tennis, writers can get better at writing simply by writing.  Keeping a journal is recognized as an excellent way for students to develop their writing skill.  So, for this class, I’d like you to keep a journal, in which you write at least two journal entries per week, for a minimum of three double-spaced pages per week.   I will collect the journals every Friday.  Please choose questions from the sheets I give you.  A journal is for personal writing.  Do not write a report or an essay.  Do not write about folk stories, ghost stories, or anything that I can find for myself in the library.  All topics you write about should relate to you in some way.  If you can't think of anything to write about, then write a letter to me or describe what you did the weekend before.  The journals will not be graded on grammar; however, writing in a journal is a good way to practice doing your best writing, so please try to write using good grammar and spelling.  Please write on loose college-ruled notebook paper. (8.5x11)   Nothing else will be accepted.  Write on only one side of the page, please.   Each journal entry will be worth 10 points.  Please don't ignore this part of the course; it constitutes an important part of your grade.  

Reading
We will cover approximately 1 chapter from the textbook each week, in addition to supplemental materials.  I will give assignments based on the reading.  You should have the reading completed by the assigned date.  Be prepared for quizzes on vocabulary and content.  If you don't read, you won't pass!

Conferencing
I can best help you with your writing if you come to my office for conferences.  I strongly recommend that you make an appointment to see me if you have any difficulty at all.  At some point in the quarter, I may require conferences.

Grammar
We will do extensive grammar study and practice.  Homework will be assigned regularly.  It's very important that you learn the grammatical terms we will use so that we can communicate with each other about your writing.

Participation
Your success in this class and in college in general will depend in large measure on the degree to which you participate in class.  Participation includes regular attendance, asking and answering questions, as well as voluntary comments.  I will take attendance every day.  If you miss more than five classes, you may fail. 

If you participate in class by joining in discussions, and answering and asking questions, you will improve your grade.

GRADING   

You must receive  (2.0) on all portfolio papers.  You must also achieve at least 75% on homework, quizzes, etc. 

Papers:   30%

Quizzes: 30%

Journal:  30%

Participation: 10%

In addition, I expect students to develop the ability to communicate effectively with other students and faculty members.  If, at the end of the quarter, I feel your comprehension and speaking skills are not developed enough, I will use that in my decision about whether to recommend you for the next level. 

PLAGIARISM
Plagiarism is the intentional copying of another person's work without proper attribution.  The college adheres to a rigid policy regarding plagiarism.  If I catch you doing it, you could fail the course.  Do not, under any circumstances copy material from other sources without quotes and sources indicated.  Do not use papers written by other students.  

EXPECTATIONS
I expect you to attend class regularly.  I also do not like it when students arrive late.  Two late arrivals (five minutes or more) will be counted as an absence.   As noted, if you are absent five times, you may fail.  It is your responsibility to find out about missed assignments and to check with me on your progress.  In this classroom, we will respect the principles of diversity.  Racist and sexist comments will not be tolerated.   Finally, I expect you to be self–motivated.  Your learning is your responsibility.  I can't teach you; I can only give you opportunities to learn.  If you don't come to class with an open, curious mind, you will learn nothing.  If you are not prepared to participate by asking and answering questions, and offering ideas and opinions, coming on time and doing all of your homework, please don't take the class.  If you don't understand something, ASK!!

PERCENT/DECIMAL EQUIVALENCIES
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