COURSE:

ESL 100.02  (Ln#1227) 

INSTRUCTOR:
Vincent G. Barnes

CLASSROOM:
1725

TIME:


11:30-12:20 Daily

OFFICE:

FOSS 5378

OFFICE HOURS:     1:00-2:00 M-Th, and by appointment

OFFICE PHONE:     546–4675

E-Mail:

vbarnes@ctc.edu

TEXTBOOK: 
Refining Composition Skills, 5th Edition by Smalley and Ruetten




East of the Mountains by David Guterson

FINAL EXAM
Thursday, June 7, 11:00-1:00
Course Objectives:*
Students will be able to:  
"critically evaluate ideas in oral and written form, and to generate ideas and conclusions from college reading material."
"demonstrate ability to communicate at the analytical level through the written forms of Standard American English."
"demonstrate the ability to understand and be open to different gender and cultural viewpoints, and to adapt to multicultural settings."
"Based on their knowledge of themselves...demonstrate the capability for continued self–direction."*
*from SCC Master Course Outline
COURSE CONTENT
Writing:
Essays

we will write five or six formal papers for this class.  Two of these will be written in class.  At least one of the in-class essays must pass.  We will use a portfolio system for your out-of-class essays.  This means that you will turn in all of your papers throughout the quarter.  I will assign each paper a provisional (temporary) grade.  Then, at the end of the quarter, you will choose two of your papers to rewrite for a permanent grade.  However, your re-written essay can only be increased a maximum of 1.0, so it is essential that you write as well as possible the first time.  We will probably work on the following types of essays:

Narration

Classification

Cause and Effect

Argumentation

Writing of these papers will follow a step by step process, from brainstorming or freewriting to rough drafts to intermediate drafts, to final drafts.  Once you have started, you must have permission to change topics.  In addition, when you turn in the final drafts, also turn in all papers, notes, and drafts leading up to the final draft.  I will not accept any paper that does not include rough drafts, with hand written changes on them.  I should be able to see clear evidence of development from one draft to another. If your first draft is the same as your final draft something is wrong!  Please understand that even though out of class papers are not given a final grade until they are part of the portfolio at the end of the quarter, you still must do your best work on all papers.  If I feel you have not tried hard enough on the first submission, I will ask you to rewrite it.  Furthermore, it is in your best interest to do your best because if you don’t, you will not know how much the paper needs to improve.  

All out-of-class essays must be typed, double-spaced in size 12 font, with one inch margins all around.  They must have a title.  Your name, the date, the assignment name and the draft number must be written in the upper left hand corner of the first page.  

Other Writing

In addition, we will have regular in–class writing assignments.  These will be brief responses to things we are reading or to questions I ask you.  These will be graded on a ten point scale.  I will give other-out-of class writing assignments as well, which will include summaries and exercises  that focus on specific writing skills (descriptions, for example).

Reading:
We will read East of the Mountains this quarter.  I will give you a reading schedule separately, but you should plan to read about 30 pages a week. We will have a short (maybe 5-10 minute) quiz on the reading every Friday.  These quizzes will not be difficult.  They are intended only to insure that you are reading and getting the main ideas.  After the quiz we will discuss the novel.  This book will be rather difficult;  I don't expect you to understand all of it.  Still, you must try your best.  You will not be able to pass the class unless you make an effort to read this book.  It's an important part of the class.  

You will also have regular reading assignments in Refining Composition Skills, as well as other essays, newspaper articles, etc., I will hand out.  Pop quizzes are a possibility.  It's very important that you keep up on the reading.  If you don’t, you will disrupt the class, disturb the other students and annoy me.

Vocabulary Development

You will need to keep a vocabulary notebook.   This will need to have fifteen new words each week.  You will write the word, part of speech, definition and an original sentence for each word.  I will inspect and grade these regularly.

Grading:
To pass the class, you must receive 

1) 75% (2.0) on your papers, and
2) 75% on in–class writings, homework, quizzes, etc.

If you are taking this class for a decimal grade rather than P/Z, your grade will be based on the percentage of the total points, converted to a decimal grade based on the scale on the last page of this syllabus.

Your final grade will be calculated this way:  

40% = Average of major papers  

30% = Quizzes (percentage of maximum points)

15% = Other homework, short writing, etc.

15% = Participation (including attendance, asking questions, participating in discussions).

Attendance:
You must attend class every day.  I will take attendance.  If you miss more than five days, you may fail the class.  Missing even a single day can cause you to miss important handouts and information about assignments.  I do not have time to repeat things to students who have missed class.  Please phone me if you are sick.  If you know you are going to be absent, let me know beforehand.  

Expectations:
––As this is a college course, I expect students to be on time.  Being chronically late is immature and unprofessional.  Also, it disrupts the class, which means you are wasting your classmates' money!  If you have a problem with a bus, let me know about it.

––I expect students to bring all materials to class everyday.  It is unprofessional to come to class everyday without all necessary materials.  This means bringing your books and all handouts every day. We will work in groups, and groups don't work if participants are not prepared.  Don't throw anything away.  Save all handouts in order.  

––I give out hand outs only once.  If you lose yours, do not bother me about it; bother someone else.

––Late papers will not be accepted, without prior approval.  

––I expect students to maintain good, regular communication with me.  The most common characteristic of students who fail my classes is failure to establish and maintain communication (meetings, questions after class, etc.) throughout the quarter.  

Conferencing:
In order to be successful in this class, I strongly suggest that you come see me to talk about your papers or the things you are reading. Conferences are a very valuable and important way to deal with each student's particular concerns.  Do not wait until the end of the quarter to arrange an appointment.
Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is the deliberate copying of material from other students or printed matter.  I can always tell when students have copied something, so do not try it.  If I catch you, you may fail the course.  Besides, it doesn't help you to copy or to have someone do your work for you.

Getting "Help"

Shoreline Community College has an Academic Skills Center, which is available for you to receive help on your writing and reading.  Please understand, however, that it is not their job to correct your papers for you.  

Please also understand that it is not appropriate for your friends to correct your papers for you.  It doesn't help you in the long run.  If I receive writing from you that I have doubts about, I reserve the right to question its authenticity and to reject it.  So please be sure that you always do only your own writing.  If you need help, ask me.  That's what I'm here for.
