A World of Ideas

ESL 099

Pollution, Intermarriage, Dying, Technology, Education

What do you know about these important issues?  Can you talk about them? How do they relate to you?  Do you care about them?

For one reason or another, you have chosen to enter higher education and so, whether you realize it or not, you have put at least one foot into a world where ideas matter.  At Shoreline and other higher education institutions, from the University of Washington to Harvard and M.I.T., these issues are important.  We talk about them, we read about them, we make life decisions based on them.  They are discussed in the news and in important newspapers and magazines everyday.   In my opinion as a participant in this World of Ideas, if you want to consider yourself educated and fluent in English, you need to be able to understand and discuss as well as read and write about these topics.   These current issues, then, and others will be the content of this course.  By discussing, reading, and writing about these topics, you will improve your academic English skills.     

COURSE:

ESL 099  "Level 6"

INSTRUCTOR:

Vincent G. Barnes (a.k.a. “Vince,”  “Mr. Barnes”) 

CLASSROOM:

1725

TIME:


9:30-11:20 daily



               

OFFICE/HOURS:
Rm. 5378:  11:30-12:30 M-Th and by appointment

OFFICE PHONE:
546-4675 

E-Mail


vbarnes@ctc.edu

TEXTBOOKS:

1.
Topics for Today, by Smith and Mare




2.
Writing Academic English, 2nd Ed.  by Oshima and Hogue

COURSE GOALS

This course is intended to prepare students to read, listen, and write for regular college courses.  In this course students will write and revise essays, read and answer questions about the textbook and other materials, and listen to, take notes on, and answer questions about lectures and films.  The content we will study is global issues.  We will be looking at the crucial  issues that affect the lives of every human on earth, including each of you, of course. I'm sure you will find this subject fascinating.  Though we may not find solutions to the problems posed in our textbook, we will at least become more aware of the complexities associated with each issue.   

COURSE COMPONENTS

Weekly Quizzes   There will be extensive reading in this course.  We will have regular quizzes over the material that has been assigned.  Don't get behind on your reading!  You should expect to read two hours a day for this class.  Also, there will be regular reading assignments from newspaper and magazine articles.

Papers   We will write 4 or 5 formal papers for this course, two of which will be done in class.  The others will be developed through rough drafts.  Each paper will be a minimum of 750 words, which is about 3 pages, typed (double-spaced).  You must do all of the papers to pass the class, and the papers must meet minimum standards in reference to grammar, organization, content, and other factors which I will give you more details about.  Expect to write and revise extensively.  Due dates for the papers will be announced.

Portfolios. We will use a portfolio system for this course.  In a portfolio system, you have to write all the assigned papers, which will be given an approximate grade along with feedback.  At the end of the quarter, you will choose your best papers and revise them.  Only the revised papers will be included in your final grade.  The portfolio also includes your best in-class writing, but in-class papers can't be revised.

Journals.  Journals are an excellent way for you to improve your writing.  Most serious writers, both professional and non-professional, use journals to develop ideas, to think, to explore their own thoughts and beliefs, and to practice different grammar forms and styles.   I would like you to write a minimum of 3-5 pages per week, double-spaced.  Each journal entry should be identified with the date, the number of the journal, your full name, etc.  I will collect, read, and respond to your journals every week.  You may write about anything you want, but I prefer that you write about topics related to this class, so I will assign questions in the book.   However, I do not want you to write about things that I can just read in the library.  So I do not want to read folktales from your country or history or important holidays.  Journal writing is personal writing  In addition, you may use the journal as a way to communicate with me.  That is, you may write letters to me, which I will respond to.  I will not grade the journals for grammar or correctness, so just relax when you are writing in your journal.  I will grade on whether or not you have written enough.  The journals should be written on college-ruled loose notebook paper.  (8.5 x 11).  I will not accept any journals written on anything else.  Please note that the journals are a very important part of the class.  

Grading.  The course is student option grading.  That is, you may choose either a decimal point grade (0.7-4.0) or P/NC.  In order to receive a P, you must be receiving at least a 2.0, which represents 75%.  You must request the P/NC option by the end of the fifth week of the quarter; otherwise you will receive a decimal grade. Ps and NCs are not calculated in GPAs.

So, to pass the class, all of the papers in your portfolio must be passing.  In addition, you must receive at least 75% (2.0) on reading quizzes and other homework assignments.  Decimal grades will be calculated according to the Shoreline Community College grading chart on the last page of the syllabus.  

Essays:


33%

Journals:

33%

Quizzes:


33%

EXPECTATIONS

Responsibility.  This is a college level course; therefore, I don't need to tell you that I expect you to be in class on time everyday.  If you miss a class it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and to get it turned in as soon as possible.  There's no excuse to be late to class more than twice.  Late work will not be accepted without a very good excuse, such as serious illness.  If you are absent frequently, (more than four or five times) you probably won't be able to pass the class.  If you don't understand something, ask.  If you still don't understand, ask again. 

Language Learning.  I believe that people learn language not only by studying grammar and memorizing lists of vocabulary, but by exposing themselves to and interacting with meaningful language and by practicing.  In this class, you will experience meaningful language--in the books, in discussion, in films.  It is up to you how much of this you choose to learn.  If you are not curious and interested and highly motivated, you will learn very little, and therefore have difficulty passing. 

Academics.  I expect you to know and be able to discuss English grammar.  You should know how to construct complex sentences, topic sentences, coherent paragraphs, and multi-paragraph essays with transitions between paragraphs.  You should know how to use an English/English dictionary.  You will be expected to read extensively in the textbook and be able to, if not discuss, at least ask intelligent questions about what you have read.

PLAGIARISM: 

This refers to copying materials without proper attribution (using quotation marks and citations).  This and other types of cheating are serious offenses, which may lead to your failing the class.  Other types of cheating include:  having other students or friends write your papers for you, using unauthorized notes in class, using papers written for other classes, talking during tests.  

Tentative Course Schedule:

Weeks 1-2

Opening Week Activities

--Syllabus 

--rationale for a content approach


--language comes from ideas

--Journal Writing

--My assumptions about your knowledge

In Class Writing:  Choose problem in the world today and briefly describe its causes and/or effects

Paragraph Structure Review:  O and H pp. 16-26 practice 1 and 3.

Global Views:  Sokolik:  Chapter 4:  War


"Fire and Ice" (Poem)


"Dulce et Decorum Est…" (Poem)


"Death of the Ball Turret Gunner"  (Poem)

"Gregory"  Sokolik  p. 81-83

Writing:  Compare and Contrast two war films

Compare and Contrast O and H  pp. 141-149

Vocabulary

Weeks 3-4

Global Views:  Chapter 5:  Eco Politics

Writing:  Cause and Effect Essay

Weeks 5-6

Midterm In-Class writing

Global Views:  International Media

Writing:  

Weeks 7-8

Global Views:  Student selected Chapter

Writing:

Weeks 9-10

