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Subject:  Approve Policy 5271, “Intellectual Freedom”

Background:
Existing policy 5270, “Freedom to Read,” has been in effect since 1969 and has not been revised since then.  The Faculty Senate formed a subcommittee in 2005 to address current issues, such as freedom to access information online and personal privacy.  The proposed replacement policy (5271) is more comprehensive, to support academic freedom in the classroom and to uphold students’ right to read and access information.  The provisions of this policy and related procedures extends beyond the classroom to the library, to support the right to offer the widest possible array of information, ideas and literary or artistic expression to students.  
This proposed policy has been reviewed by the Faculty Senate, College Council and the Assistant Attorney General.  

Recommended Action:
It is recommended that the Board of Trustees approve Policy 5271, “Intellectual Freedom,” which replaces existing Policy 5270, “Freedom to Read.”
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