Reviewing Your Exam:

Diagnosing Your Strengths and Weaknesses

By Peg Balachowski
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What should you do with your exam now that the material has been covered and the grade has been computed? File it away? No! Your exam can be a useful tool in helping to determine what topics, skills or concepts you need to work on in preparation for the next topic, or in preparation for future exams. When you get your exam back, carefully review not only the problems you got wrong, but the problems you got right as well. Is the level of work and organization the same for each kind of problem? Examine what you did correctly and what problems you missed.

Don’t quickly gloss over mistakes and assume that any errors you made were minor or careless. I often hear students say, “Oh it was just a stupid mistake.” In fact, the error may be the result of not having read the directions or not completely understanding directions. Worse, not understanding the problem. Even worse, making algebraic mistakes on the kinds of problems that require basic algebra (factoring, solving simple equations, order of operations, etc). Then it’s a problem of not understanding a concept or procedure. Don’t fool yourself into thinking all mistakes are careless. Ask yourself the following questions:

· Did I understand the directions?

· Did I understand the topic to which the question relates?

· Did I misuse a rule or property?

· Did I make an arithmetic error?

Look over the entire exam. Did you consistently make the same mistake(s) throughout the whole exam? Did you consistently miss problems relating to a particular concept or topic? You should try to follow your work and see what you were doing on the exam. Better yet, re-do the problem on a clean sheet of paper. If you think you have a problem understanding a concept, topic, or approach to a problem, you should immediately make an appointment with your instructor or visit the tutoring center to get help with it. And don’t forget to re-read your text and notes to make sure you don’t have any misinformation on a topic.

Math Test Analysis Sheet
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I was most prepared for______________________________________________________________

I was least prepared for______________________________________________________________

Why?

What helped me the most:

______ My notes






______ My homework






______ Tutoring sessions






______ My study sessions






______ My study group






______ My study environment






______ Other___________________
My major weakness(es):

______ Ran out of time during test






______ Did not expect what was on exam






______ Studied wrong material






______ Did not start studying early enough






______Other___________________

Grade I expected to receive _____
Grade I actually received _____

On a separate piece of paper, rework any problems you got wrong.  In your journal, list at least three specific things that you will do differently before the next exam.  Also, explain HOW and WHEN you will do them.

EXAM DEBRIEF

According to recent research, a goal needs the following five qualities to be effective: Dated, Achievable, Personal, Positive, and Specific (DAPPS Rule). The point of this exercise is to determine if there are any changes in your math behavior that you can make to get toward your goal of success in math. To get any value from this exercise you must answer the following questions honestly. Circle your response to each question rating yourself 1 – 5 with 5 meaning YES, ALWAYS and 1 meaning NO, NEVER.

1   2   3   4   5  Did you complete the assigned practice exercises for the exam material?  

1   2   3   4   5  Did you attend every class session before the test? 
1   2   3   4   5  Were you on time to class and prepared with your paper, pencil, calculator, and textbook when class began? 
1   2   3   4   5  Did you take thorough class notes, recording what the instructor wrote and said, including all the examples? 
1   2   3   4   5  Did you complete your practice exercises as soon after class as possible?  

1   2   3   4   5  Did you write a dress rehearsal test, take it, and correct it before the exam?  

1   2   3   4   5  Did you ask questions on practice exercises or about concepts that you did not understand?  
1   2   3   4   5  Did you have a regular time and place to do your math studying? 
1   2   3   4   5  Did you use the tutoring services on campus? 
1   2   3   4   5  Did you actually study for the exam by working problems from the book and your notes?  
1   2   3   4   5  Did you consult your instructor, tutor, or fellow math students when you needed outside input or assistance? 
1   2   3   4   5  Did you take care of your body by eating nutritiously and getting sufficient rest during the week before and the day of the test?  
1   2   3   4   5  Did you consciously relax during the exam? 
1   2   3   4   5  Are you confident with your performance on the test?
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