Is your Java Development Kit installed correctly?
Here's how to check
Is the path set correctly?  At any Command prompt, enter just the command javac.  If your java compiler is correctly installed, you will get a lengthy list somewhat like this (I have left out much of the display):

C:\....\>javac

Usage: javac <options> <source files>

where possible options include:

  -g                         Generate all debugging info

  -g:none                    Generate no debugging info

  -g:{lines,vars,source}     Generate only some debugging info

  ...
  -version                   Version information

  -help                      Print a synopsis of standard options

  -Akey[=value]              Options to pass to annotation processors

  -X                         Print a synopsis of nonstandard options

  -J<flag>                   Pass <flag> directly to the runtime system
But if you get a short message like this:

C:\...>javac

'javac' is not recognized as an internal or external command,

operable program or batch file.
Then you need to fix your PATH variable.  See the next page.
Is the classpath set correctly?  Probably, but suppose you have created a program named Tuba.java in your 142 folder.  Suppose you have successfully compiled it (javac Tuba.java).  But when you try to run it (java Tuba), you get a message like this:

C:\...\142>java Tuba

Exception in thread "main" java.lang.NoClassDefFoundError: Tuba
First go to your 142 folder – you can use MyComputer – and make sure there is a file named Tuba.class in there.  (If not, find out why not).  But, if the class file is there, you will need to fix your CLASSPATH variable.  See the next page.  But first note that CLASSPATH is NOT the same as PATH !!!!! 
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Better yet, go back to where you downloaded the JDK and study the Installation Instructions available there.

Good wishes, Phyllis

See also:  http://java.sun.com/downloads/faq.html 
Advanced Tab





Environment Vars.





1.  Search for javac.exe – you will need the exact path to that file.  





					





					





2.  Then click these in order:





Start button


Settings


Control Panel, System


Advanced Tab





3.  Look in System variables for the Variable PATH (or Path or path).  Select it.





4.  Click Edit…  Carefully type this onto the right end of the existing Value (at the very end—scroll as needed— just after the last semicolon ; )


C:\Program Files\Java\jdk1.6.0_02\bin;


-- or wherever you found the javac.exe file on your system!





5.  Look through the System variables and the User variables.  If you have a CLASSPATH (or Classpath or classpath) variable, select it, then Edit.  Add a dot+semicolon, at the very beginning, on the left of the existing value, like this 


.;





If you don't have a classpath variable anywhere, leave well enough alone!





6.  Proofread your work closely.





7.  Click OK (and Save, if asked).





8.  Test (see previous page).  You may need to reboot.





At the command prompt, type


javac


If you get many lines of instructions, your "fix" has worked.
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