Technical Advisory Committee Meeting

May 23, 2002

Attendees: Matt, Berta, Kristin, Selene, Ed

I - Minutes approved from previous meeting

II - Wildlife Habitat Assessment Class

Matt is teaching this now.  It's a small class, started with 10, but a few have dropped.  Interestingly, there is no one from the community this year as there have been in the past.

Stream Monitoring Class (Env. Tech. 200)

This will be the only Autumn Quarter class in Env. Tech.  Ed Connor is teaching it.  Last year there were 17 people in it, enrollment is just now starting for this year.

Env. Tech. 201

Has low enrollment and it is offered in the evening currently for 2.5 hours.  May have to consider offering it every other year.  The current program has some new students who weren't ready to take it this year, but may be ready next year.  Everyone in the class this year is in the program.  At least half of the program's current students are thinking of going on to a BS degree.  Only a few plan to stop at the two-year degree.  Kristin suggested (as a way to increase enrollment) that Saturday classes can be popular with non-traditional students.  Berta informed that there are NO available classrooms M-F mornings.

III - 2900 Building Update

Renovation of 2900 building as 'green'.  The design/development is underway and should be complete in mid February 2003.  Construction is scheduled to begin in January 2004.  If anyone is interested in green design, the renovation committee would like input.

Kristin recommended getting a Shoreline city permit person involved to help assure that the required permit variances will be obtainable.  She referred to Gabe Snedecker, a SEPA official at the city who has a particular interest in green design.

The building budget is approximately $5 million, and the entire building will be gutted.  The architect is the one who did the Environmental Learning Center on Vashon Island, which cost about $200/SF.  Without the 'Annex' the budget for the 2900 building is about $160/SF, so they are thinking of additional funding sources, because the 2900 building costs will be high because of the wet labs and other high cost needs, such as sea water tanks (currently under the parking lot).

Matt had an article, "Why Green Buildings Fatten Your Bottom Line," from the DJC, May 2, 2002.

Ed will ask around about mitigation money for green buildings from SCL or others.

Kristin knows that Shoreline has a grants person who may know of money sources and will get name, number to Matt.  Also suggested city Water Department may be interested or have money for innovative design.

IV - Certification Programs

Typically these are programs for professionals who already have their Bachelors degree.  BioTechnology has several programs like this already.  Matt talked to a person in BT; students take a suite of six classes and one year of ChemTech and they get a 'certificate' of a particular kind of training.  Typically, Certificate A is for less than 45 credits, Certificate B for 46-89 credits, and an AA is awarded for more than 89 credits.  These A and B Certs are official by the state board and to implement, need the curriculum committee to approve.

The cert programs are very focused on particular techniques in BioTech and are only for people with Bachelors degrees - about 60% of the people in the BT program are there for a certificate.  

Matt is interested (as his time permits) in getting a program together aimed at certificates for people with B-degrees.  There are several students currently in the ET program already who are essentially doing a cert program - they have B-degrees and are taking less than 45 credits.  Other students have decided they will have to transfer to meet their personal goals, so are also kind of doing a cert program.

ET currently has several classes that transfer to 4-year schools around the state; more could be if someone could work on it (needs negotiation and documentation).  For example, Environmental Science at UW is hard to transfer into, because it requires more chemistry and biology than ET program has, but students can get into Wildlands Conservation.

Matt's main goal is to transfer the ET program from a 2-year degree into a cert program, because (as we have discussed several times) the 2-year program is not serving students in the Seattle area very well.  He wants to maintain internships as a job experience component.  Also wants to maintain a transfer program, where students can start at Shoreline College and finish somewhere else.


One concern is that ET attracts a broad range of people (a good thing) who may not have the necessary chemistry and mathematics background to allow them to transfer or move forward without more general ed requirements.  Usually a cert program doesn't need general ed, because the presumption is that the students already have it.

Berta is available to help market a cert program to consultants.  

Matt plans to think this summer about what certs to offer and what classes would make up those certs.  He'll build on the DACUM results.  He needs to decide whether to organize the existing classes into cert programs or if the curriculum will need some revamping to do this.  Matt will talk to the BioTech person about some of their logistical problems and decision-making approaches to establishing the cert programs.

V - Master Campus Plan

L&M Architects is doing this.  They want to do a flora/fauna survey of the campus this summer.  Matt is interested in this and has some ET people who are good at birds, so trying to get them involved.  Will provide a good, broad-spectrum baseline.  Matt asked group about data sources.  Suggestions were:

Shoreline city has data on trails and some vegetation in Shoreview Park.

Fish & Wildlife has documentation on sensitive species.

Adolphson has a lot of info from the EIS they did.

Jon Vicente is the project manager at Shoreline city for ballfields (Adolphson).

Ed Mulhern is PM at city for stream survey (Tt/KCM).

VI - Internships

Matt has a few students at the Locks doing fish counts.  NOAA has a program looking for a student in Alaska.  One student is doing GIS for People For Puget Sound.  There are a few other students who may want internships, but he has a few other options. 

Ed still wants info on student skills to tell people who ask.  He knows there is a lot of work out at Chester Morse reservoir.

VII - Other

Matt may be contacting committee members informally this summer as he thinks about the certification programs.

VIII Adjournment

The meting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be in the end of October, beginning of November.

Minutes prepared by Selene Fisher

