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PROGRAM  UPDATE

Equipment:  Money has been found to update the CAD software to 2002.  The new software will be installed over the summer and will be ready for the start of summer classes.  In addition, funding is also available to upgrade the SolidWorks software to 2001 plus, and will be ready for Fall 2002.  The 24 CAD Chairs have been installed. 

Marketing:  Faculty Dan Hiett has been working on High School outreach with several area high schools, and forming new contacts to help bond the High Schools closer to the college.

DISCUSSION:

· Roles of CAD Drafter are mixing with those of Designer and Engineer.

· CAD software continues to change rapidly.  Discussed trends of specialization in the different fields; architecture, mechanical and civil engineering, and also the media side.

· It is recommended to continue emphasizing and integrating design concepts into the program.

· Industry desires strong problem solving skill sets, and creativity in the design process

· Industry use of engineering analysis software, Finite Element Analysis, such as Cosmos, which works with SolidWorks.

· Other software products that are in use: Microstation, Chief Architect, Rhino

