Criminal Justice Advisory Committee Meeting

Minutes – October 3, 2002

The first of two required meetings of the Criminal Justice Program Advisory Committee for academic year 2002-03 was held at 2:00 p.m. on October 3, 2002.  Attending were:


Professor Lee Libby – Criminal Justice Program Director


Dr. Linda Forst – Criminal Justice Faculty


Dr. Andrea Rye, Dean – Intra-American Studies & Social Sciences Division


Berta Lloyd – Director, Professional Technical Education


David Stern – Chief, Edmonds Police Department


Bob Woolverton – Captain, Bothell Police Department


Forrest Conover – Chief, Bothell Police Department


Denise Pentony – Chief, Shoreline Police Department


Michelle Bennett – Shoreline Police Department


Al Compaan – Assistant Chief, Edmonds Police Department


Randy Tibbs – Retired Seattle Police Department/part-time Criminal Justice Faculty


Arlene Strong, Division Secretary – Intra-American Studies and Social Sciences

As new members arrived introductions were made.  Minutes of the last meeting were attached to the agenda.  A sign-up sheet was passed around to gather everyone’s email for ease in communication.

Lee reviewed the current enrollment for Fall Quarter 2002.  Two daytime classes and one night class were canceled for low enrollment.  The remaining classes have strong enrollments.  There was discussion as to whether the report writing class that was cancelled should perhaps be one of the required courses rather than an elective.  The consensus of the group seemed to indicate that this course is not stressed enough and that because the academy does not place emphasis on it, it should perhaps be a required course.  

The night program is stronger than it has been in the past.  The defensive tactics class is full, in fact has one overload.  Lee announced that he is offering the first online course this quarter, which is Ethical Issues in Criminal Justice.  To his knowledge there are no officers in the class.  This may be a marketing issue.  However, Lee stated that he has one student from Johannesburg, South Africa in his class.

Lee reported that of the six internships during winter quarter, one has subsequently been hired by the Edmonds Police Department.  Because of the preliminary screening now being done, the departments are beginning to place Shoreline’s interns again.

Lee reported that he is in the process of developing the second course, Introduction to Criminal Justice, as an online course.  His hope is to continue to add one new course each quarter.  There was some discussion about a student begin able to get his/her degree by entirely taking online courses.  Lee indicated that any course that requires a lab cannot be taken online and that the core courses will still continue to be face-to-face classes.  Both he and Linda are beginning to offer hybrid classes where there is face-to-face with an Internet component in the class.

Randy Tibbs presented his report on the progress of developing the Communications Dispatcher Program.   Randy indicated that the intent is to develop it as an academic program rather than the typical vocational approach.  He has outlined three proposed required courses.  Other requirements would be some of the existing Criminal Justice courses.  The third proposed course for the program would require a special simulator system.  There are several options available and Randy indicates that three units with laptops would be an investment of about $35,000.  This would accommodate about 10-15 students.  This course would provide the training needed for multi-tasking that is involved in being a dispatcher.  The advisory committee wholeheartedly supports the development of this training program.

The plan would be for this to be a new A.A.A. S. degree in Criminal Justice.  If a person already has a degree they could pick up the courses and it could be a certificate program.  Students would need the skills in reading, writing, multi-tasking, interviewing and report writing.  

The target is to get this program off the ground for Spring Quarter 2003.  There would need to be advertising of the program in the course schedule.  State board approval would require documentation of labor market need and that it would train someone for a job that provides a living wage.  A career planning guide would need to be developed showing the courses required and the quarterly progression of courses.  MCO’s need to be written and approved through the curriculum committee for the three new courses.  The focus of the program would be solid academic with technical skills.  It was suggested that current students could be polled to determine their interest in such a program.

Lee reported that at the WSCJTC (Washington State Criminal Justice Training Commission) in June that the collection of educational level data from student officers seemed to present some difficulty until Lee suggested that perhaps an intern could be assigned to retrieve this data.  Lee will continue to follow-up on this.

Berta Lloyd wanted to make sure that committee members reviewed the Advisory Committee Handbook that was passed out.  It is mandated by the state that professional/technical programs have advisory committees, that there is a chair for the committee from the community, that the committee meet twice a year,  and that minutes are kept of their proceedings.  She indicated that committee minutes are now available online. 

Lee thanked everyone for their participation and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:00 p.m.

