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PROGRAM  UPDATE

Equipment:  CAD software was successfully updated this summer.  The CAD lab is currently running AutoCAD 2002, and SolidWorks 2002-2003 Educational Version and is up to date with current industry practice.

Enrollment numbers:  For Fall 2002 looks good.  Several full classes, a definite improvement over previous years.  Will watch the second year specialty classes, where enrollment numbers are more of a challenge. 

Marketing:  Faculty Dan Hiett and Jason Gardner have been working on High School outreach with several area high schools, and forming new contacts to help bond the High Schools closer to the college.

DISCUSSION:

· Continuing to watch how CAD Drafter roles are mixing and evolving with those of Designer and Engineer.

· Industry continues to desire having emphasis on design component, and increasing skill sets in problem solving, general design, creativity in the design process, and use of design tools in CAD software.

· Boeing: in transition to the new version of CATIA V5; person with one-year CAD Certificate could conceivably work at Boeing at $34k a year when employment picks up again; may have some Rapid Prototyping machines could loan/donate to college; SolidWorks is a part of CATIA/Dassault Systems.

· Phillips Medical: SolidWorks an integral part of work environment, on the horizon, part animation and fly through graphics, and use of Illustrator; also recommend skills in spreadsheet software like Excel,

· Roundtable on CAD software: Microstation, Land Development Desktop, ACAD Map/LAN Desktop, Rhino, and new photo rendering tools.

· Consideration of updated, modifying current program name, examples:  Engineering Design Technology (CAD), or Engineering Design with CAD.  Concern to keep CAD abbreviation in name, since CAD is so recognizable.  Maybe slowly transition by changing from Computer Aided Drafting to Computer Aided Design.

· Look at possibility of renaming/renumbering core CAD class sequence from the current sequence of ENGR 200, 201, 287 to ENGR 200, 201, 202 and change the titles to CAD I, CAD II, and CAD III.  Also discussed a similar sequence for SolidWorks ENGR 205, 206, 207.

· CAD software continues to change rapidly.  Discussed trends of specialization in the different fields; architecture, mechanical and civil engineering, and also the media side.
