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BIOTECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

DATE:  
November 6, 2002



TIME:  
4:30 P.M.






PLACE:  Central Conference Room, Administration Building

PRESENT:

Lori Jones, Committee Chair, ICOS



Amy Springer, Prolinx

Pam Gee-Oliver, Bio-Rad




Corey Samuelson, Phenogenomics

Shirley Jankowski, Shoreline Graduate, PATH

Berta Lloyd, Professional/Technical Education, Shoreline

Jane Larson, Dendreon




Caralee Cheney, Faculty, Shoreline

Joyce Fagel, Academic Advisor, Shoreline


Steve Goshorn, Faculty, Shoreline

DISCUSSION:

The remaining meetings for this academic year are:  February 12st at 4:30 and May 21rd at 4:30.

Lori Jones called the meeting to order and the minutes from the last meeting were approved.  Introductions were made, as there were two new members present.

Caralee suggested to rotate the position of chair among the members from industry based on seniority.  This plan was approved by the members of the committee and they were assured it could be as little work as chairing the meetings.

Berta Lloyd presented the final plan for formalization of the Certificate Program.  The Certificate has 31 credits.  Students will be advised on a case by case basis to assure their math, biology and chemistry foundations are adequate to take the Biotech classes.  Members of the committee suggested experience in Excel and Access.  Caralee said that prospective students are often advised to gain additional skills such as these software programs and statistics.   The committee supported and approved the Biotechnology Certificate Program Training Option. In addition,  Pam mentioned the Biotech Boot Camp that is offered at the University of Washington.

Berta also provided copies of the biotech career flyer and the SPU articulation that allows our grads to go directly to SPU as juniors.  SPU biotech students will come to Shoreline for Tissue Culture and Media and Solution Prep.  Both of these projects were completed as part of the Biotech Skills Standards Project that was completed last summer.

Lori suggested that there might be things the Committee would like to do to support High School teachers such as provide materials, advice on protocols or classroom visitations.  Others mentioned a chat room where high school teachers could post their questions or needs and industry professionals could respond.  Caralee said that she would look into this.

Brett announced that Shoreline has been named the NW Regional Center for Bio-Link, a NSF funded Center of Excellence based at the City College of San Francisco.  Bio-Link’s purpose is to facilitate biotech education in the community colleges.  This region covers Alaska, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and Washington.  Caralee passed out two Bio-Link newsletters which talked about the appointment of Shoreline as the Regional Center and the workshop that was held for teachers this summer. Forty teachers in the region attended the workshop for two days to get training in techniques they could use in their classrooms and exposure to our local industry.  Amgen hosted them with speakers, tours and a reception.

Berta said that the high school student EXPO, which is a biotech “science fair” sponsored by WBBA would be at Shoreline this year.  It will be in late March and several hundred students compete in a judged poster session.  

In a discussion of this year's short courses, Shirley brought up the lack of training in histology in this region.  Caralee said she had been contacted some time ago from Amgen with a request to set-up some histology training.  Shoreline’s program was discontinued several years ago but the need seems to have changed now that biotech is hiring some of these people.  Courses could be offered through the short course program but Caralee said she wasn’t sure how to assess need.  Pam suggested asking WBBA to survey their members as a whole or their HR group.  Joyce suggested contract training at the companies so that needed equipment wouldn’t become a problem.  Joyce offered to contact some people at the UW and Caralee will get in touch with their professional society.  

Pam said she had seen our short courses on several people’s resumes lately.  Caralee said enrollment is down this year presumably due to problems in the local economy and biotech specifically.  Lori and Pam suggested putting short course information in unemployment centers, Work Source and out placement centers.  Berta will help in these efforts. 

Edmonds Community College is applying for a NSF grant to do skill standards in Bioinformatics.  We are currently offering a Bioinformatics class through the Short Course Program.

Steve gave an update on the remodel of our Biotech teaching lab, which will begin this summer, and be completed in one year.  The lab will have separate spaces for the main lab, tissue culture, bioprocess, prep, storage and student study space.  It will be on the top floor of the building opposite the Biology labs. 

