BIOTECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

DATE: February 12, 2002

TIME: 4:30 P.M.

PLACE: Central Conference Room, Administration Building

PRESENT:

Lori Jones, Committee Chair, Dendreon

Shirley Jenkowski, Shoreline Graduate, PATH

Corey Samuels, Phenogenomics

Pam Gee-Oliver, Bio-Rad

Tracy Stoopes, Shorewood High School

Connie Kelly, Shorewood High School

Sherree Friend, Associate Faculty, Shoreline

Bruce Van Dyke, Associate Faculty, Shoreline

Lena Yao, Zymogenetics

Steve Goshorn, Faculty, Shoreline

DISCUSSION:

The advisory committee will meet once more this academic year on May 21st at 4:30.

Lori Jones called the meeting to order and introductions were made. The minutes from the last meeting were approved.

Steve Goshorn and Bruce Van Dyke presented the “Preliminary Plan for Modifications to the Chemistry Technology Program for Biotech Students”. Committee members were given a handout containing the current chemistry technology curriculum and a list indicating the portion of the curriculum deemed essential for Biotech students. Steve explained that chemistry technology comprises 24 credit hours over fall, winter, and spring and that nearly all students attending are from the biotech program. The proposal is to reduce chem. tech to 2 quarters (16 credit hours) next year and eventually adopt a “module” set-up with shorter offerings and more options. Steve indicated that the proposal has the support of the chemistry faculty. Bruce briefly mentioned a few of the technologies he feels are important in biotech. Shirley Jenkowski concurred with the technology selection and added that during her tenure as a student she benefited from all the laboratory time in chem. tech. Sherree Friend asked whether fluorometry should be added to the selected technologies noting that fluorometric techniques are used. Pam Gee Oliver said that fluorometry is used at Bio-Rad but she did not believe it was common. Bruce volunteered to investigate whether the chem. tech fluorometry is pertinent to biotech.

Bruce informed the committee of the purchase of a new Bio-Rad isoelectric focusing apparatus. Bruce talked about how this unit would be used to do 2D-electrophoresis, an important technique for proteomics. The plan is for Bruce to develop an “Intro to Proteomics” short course. Bruce was involved in proteomics while employed by Cell Therapeutics.

Steve provided a brief update on the “lab remodel and year of displacement”. Construction is due to begin in the summer of 2003. The tissue culture course will be offered at Seattle Central Community College. Biotechnology lab courses are likely to take place in the Chem Tech laboratory.

Lena Yao talked about the prospects for biotechnology education in China. Lena told us that she has formed a consortium with friends from college to investigate the feasibility of developing biotechnology training programs. Their group would like to collaborate with Shoreline CC for help in development and eventual implementation of standards. Lena told the committee that biotechnology is a stated priority by the Chinese Ministry of Science and Technology. She also mentioned that Bayer has signed an agreement to build a $3.4 billion manufacturing facility. Corrie Samuels asked where the training would take place. Lena replied that training would most likely take place at private institutions, colleges and vocational institutes. Corrie mentioned that she had recently read that Taiwan was having trouble filling biotech positions due to a lack of a trained workforce. Pam suggested that Lena’s group should approach the large multinational companies for expertise, support and suggestions. Steve added that Lena will be meeting with SCC administration officials in early March to discuss a possible collaboration. 

Steve gave a brief update on the short courses. Attendance is down from last year most likely due to the current economic conditions. Even so, approximately 75% of the courses have run. The courses are now run through Continuing Education. Steve added that Continuing Ed. has been flexible in letting courses run with low registration. Pam suggested that increased marketing be done to advertise the courses. It was pointed out that the courses are currently advertised by an add on the WBBA website and by direct mail. Lena told us she was unaware of the program and would check with the Zymogenetics HR to make sure employees were adequately informed of the opportunity.

Tracy Stoopes and Connie Kelly of Shorewood High School talked about the upcoming Biotech Expo (March 24th at Shoreline CC) for high school students of the region. Mentors for the students were difficult to find this year. Lori and all of the committee offered to help with recruiting mentors for next year’s Expo.

