ACCOUNTING ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES

THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 24, 2002

4:30 – 6:00 PM

EMPLOYERS\OUTSIDE MEMBERS PRESENT:

Dorthy Brandt, Barbara Townsend, Joann Staheli, Sally Strause, Ellen Sas, Julie Barnfather

SHORELINE MEMBERS PRESENT:

Don Schultz, Dan King, Berta Lloyd

The meeting began in the Central Conference Room of Building 1000.  The previous minutes were approved and Dorthy Brandt was elected Chair for the 2002-2003 year.

Agenda item discussion followed:

· The committee was updated on the effort being made to recruit new Associate faculty members for accounting courses and the Business Division.  The strong qualifications of the candidates interviewed was discussed.  

· The committee was informed of the progress made in bringing the Accounting Certificate curriculum on line.  The estimate discussed as to when it would be completed was 18 months to 2 years.

· Discussion was held on the design of Accounting 208, the Governmental and Non-Profit (GNP) course proposed to replace Accounting 180 in the accounting degree program.  A handout course outline was provided. The committee was supportive of the effort and confirmed the need in the community for this type of course.  Comments were as follows:

· Non degree seeking students should be interested in this course.  Governmental employees working in the accounting and budget offices are often reimbursed and encouraged to improve their work related education. This course should be of interest to them.

· It is possible that CPA candidates would have an interest if they haven’t completed a GNP course and need more accounting hours to sit for the exam or want a refresher course.

· The new accounting rules just now coming into effect have dramatically change GNP accounting, creating a need for this reeducation.

· Non Profit board members often serve without fully understanding their fiduciary responsibility and without having a basic understanding of the budgeting and accounting involved in nonprofits.  This course should be of interest to them.

· The tax implications of Non Profit formation are complex and not well understood.  The actual tax application to achieve nonprofit status with the IRS should be reviewed in this course just to give students an understanding of the process and its’ importance.

· The committee was asked for suggestions and volunteers for classroom speakers.  There was agreement on the need to bring outside professionals into the classroom to enrich the student’s experience, understanding of the industry and motivation to pursue accounting as a career.  Two members volunteered, Sally Strausz and Ellen Sas.  Attempts will be made to schedule times to bring these committee members on campus to speak to our accounting classes.

· The committee reviewed the course requirements for the accounting certificate and had several comments:

· Members asked if students were getting enough Excel experience. A discussion of the use of Excel in 102 and 103 was completed with most members comfortable with the integration of Excel into the curriculum.  

· The separate Access course was mentioned as valuable and important, but not if the work done in Excel was shorted as a result.

· Much more discussion involved the need to provide students with a classroom experience that improves their communication skills, their ability to gain respect of their peers in a working environment and their professionalism in general.  (Such things as dress code and eye contact were mentioned)  The BusAd communications courses 152 and 252 were discussed as to how they filled some of these perceived needs.

· A discussion of the computerized accounting course reinforced the current choice of QuickBooks and Peachtree as the software used in this course. The idea of using an online version of QuickBooks was also favorably received.

· Internal control principles and an understanding of the audit function was also mentioned as an area where students could use more preparation.

New members referrals were requested to close the agenda items. The employment statistics topics were not covered in this meeting.

The next meeting was schedule for Thursday, April 24 at 4:30 pm.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 5:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted by

Dan King   

