BIOTECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

DATE:  May 12, 2004


TIME:  
4:30 P.M.






PLACE: Central Conference Room, Administration Building

PRESENT:

Pam Gee-Oliver, Bio-Rad, Chair

Berta Lloyd, Professional/Technical Education, Shoreline

Shirley Jankowski, PATH


Caralee Cheney, Faculty, Shoreline



Amy Springer, SBRI


Guy Hamilton, Faculty, Shoreline


Suzanne Noe, Amgen


Susan Hoyne, Science Dean, Shoreline Community College

Connie Kelly, Shorewood HS

Sherree Friend, Associate Faculty, Shoreline

DISCUSSION:

The minutes from the February meeting were read and approved.

Pam Gee-Oliver offered to continue as Chair until the members from industry could discuss the rotation.

Susan reported that Guy has been hired as the new full-time tenure track in biotechnology.  There are currently discussions with the Vice-President for Academic Affairs about providing a stipend or release time for his work in managing the Biotechnology Program.   

Guy gave an update on the efforts of this years’ students to obtain internships.  Ten of the 14 have found internships or actual positions.  They are at:  Dendreon, Amgen, Hutch, FDA, Zymogenetics, Children’s Hospital and in several Departments at the UW:  Genomic Center, Biochemistry, Medical Genetics, and Environmental Science.

Guy and Berta discussed progress on the new teaching lab.  The contractors will be finished in early June, we will move in over the summer and classes will begin there in the fall.  Berta and Susan were both instrumental in obtaining funds for additional equipment for the lab which includes:  centrifuge, Class II tissue culture hood, three inverted microscopes (one with fluorescent capability), still, autoclave,  bench-top shaker and a refrigerator.

Bio-Link will sponsor a one-day teachers workshop this summer to support use of biotechnology techniques in the classroom.  This will be the sixth annual workshop and will be held August 20th at Shoreline.  It will be sponsored in conjunction with SBRI and the Science Education Partnership from the Hutch.  Also, Bio-Link will sponsor the attendance of three people from the Northwest region at Summer Fellows in San Francisco in early June.  Guy Hamilton and Caralee from Shoreline will attend as well as Kelly Hamilton from Bates Technical College.  Summer Fellows will work with others who manage Biotechnology Training Programs from around the country and  will also attend BIO.

Caralee reported the Bio-Link is in transition from a NSF-funded Center of Excellence for biotechnology education to a NSF funded Resource Center for biotechnology education.  Their funding will be reduced by 50%, which will be used primarily by the National Office at the City College of San Francisco.  The Regional Centers such as ours at Shoreline will no longer receive funding to support our activities.   Shoreline is working with other training programs in the area  (Biotech Consortium) to plan continued efforts after the Bio-Link funding is no longer available.  Pam asked whether Shoreline would financially support Bio-Link.  Berta is uncertain at this time.  A formal request needs to be made.

Caralee discussed the new Application Procedure that has been put into place for the Biotech Program.  There will be double sections of all classes next year, which will provide 32 slots for students.  To date, acceptances have been sent to 28 students so it is expected that the classes will be full next year.  There are 12 students on the list to begin the second year of the Program in 2005.

Suzanne asked if we are considering training more specifically for manufacturing.  There was discussion about the needs, the job market and the current short courses, which are the way in which we are currently addressing training in this area.  It was decided to conduct a focus group with key people from industry to determine the amount of training needed and the specific curriculum.  Caralee will also bring this up at the Education Consortium.

The next meeting was set for Wednesday, November 10th at 4:30 in the Central Conference Room.

