BIOTECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

DATE:  February 11, 2004


TIME:  
4:30 P.M.






PLACE: Central Conference Room, Administration Building

PRESENT:

Pam Gee-Oliver, Bio-Rad, Chair

Berta Lloyd, Professional/Technical Education, Shoreline

Lori Jones, Dendreon


Caralee Cheney, Faculty, Shoreline



Amy Springer, SNBL


Guy Hamilton, Faculty, Shoreline


Joyce Fagel, Academic Advisor, Shoreline
Jane Larson, Dendreon

Suzanne Noe, Amgen


Susan Hoyne, Dean, Shoreline Community College

Robin Ballard, Continuing Education, Shoreline

DISCUSSION:

The minutes from May meeting were read and approved.

Robin Ballard and Caralee Cheney gave an update on the Biotechnology Short Course Program.  They reported that enrollment has been low and asked for suggestions from the members.  There were many suggestions which included:  in order to update the mailing list call the companies for current information (Pam); contact groups such as ORCA, AWIS, Phil Ness, also attempt to get a posting on their websites (Pam and Lori); get program information the hands of the workers and their supervisors (Pam); need a relationship in the companies to assist in getting information distributed, suggested involvement of graduates in this effort (Lori); distribute flyers at AAAS; contact NW flow cytometry user’s group (Jane Larsen is a member), post with SPU and use the Book of Lists from the Puget Sound Business Journal.  Guy offered to post the program information with the post-doc newsgroup at the Hutch.  Robin discussed the brown bag  Lunch and Learn group.  It was also suggested by Pam that training budgets are down and currently, there is not as much interest.  Robin offered that academic enrollments are up and continuing education enrollments are down.  

Susan Hoyne gave an update of construction progress on the new biotechnology teaching lab.  It will be completed by Fall of 2004.  Amy suggested a tour and it was decided that the Advisory Committee’s November, 2004 meeting will be held in the new lab. 

Amy announced that SBRI will have a high school teaching lab and offered to arrange for Shoreline CC to meet with their outreach staff in order to explore training options. 

Guy Hamilton discussed this years’ biotechnology program which is being taught at UWBothell while Shoreline’s teaching lab is under construction.  He also discussed the new application process which will be put in place for next fall.  In the fall of 2003, there was a wait list for the 28 slots available.  The new application procedure will allow prescreening of students who plan to enter the second year of the degree program or the certificate program.  Acceptance will allow students to enroll in the sequence of six specialized biotechnology classes which are offered once per year. 

Caralee Cheney suggested minor curriculum changes:  requiring Media and Solution Prep as a prerequisite for Molecular Biology and making the new 3 credit overview class a requirement rather than on option for the Program.  Members of the committee suggested offering the expected second section of Media and Solution Prep in a different quarter rather than have two sections in the summer. 

Members of the committee suggested that students become more actively involved in seeking internships.  In the past, SCC has played the major role in identifying internship sites.  It was suggested that the process of seeking internships is valuable to the students.  Susan suggested students share ideas of questions they might ask when they make these contacts.  Pam and Lori suggested they be required to make a certain number of email and phone contacts.  They would then report back to the group so that experiences could be shared.  

Members of the committee and Shoreline staff will solicit new members of this committee.  

A tentative date for the next meeting was set for Wednesday, May 12th at 4:30.  Members of the committee suggested Libby Fiene poll members to determine if there are preferences for other times such as a lunch meeting or earlier in the afternoon.  It was suggested that Libby also poll members to determine if another day of the week would be preferable.  Caralee mentioned that Tuesday and Thursday are the days that biotech classes are held would not be good days for the faculty.

