ACCOUNTING ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES

May 13, 2004

Present:  Julie Barnfarther, Sharelle Leick, Nancy Wibbens, Tanis Yonkers, Carla Hogan, Dan King and Berta Lloyd.

Guest:  Linda Kuehl, Controller, Stimson Lane Vineyards & Estates

Prior to the meeting the committee had a guided tour of the winery.

Tanis Yonkers, Chair, called the meeting to order and introduced Linda Kuehl.  Linda spoke about her experience in hiring accounting personnel and the future of the profession.  Linda distributed a job description and qualifications for a position they are currently trying to fill.  While the staff accountant position required a bachelor’s degree, discussion followed as to what positions would be available for individuals with the AAAS degree.
Nancy Wibbens from Accountemps offered her perspective of the job market for the AAAS degree in accounting.  She confirmed that her firm had good success in placing our AAAS degree students and they performed very well in their positions.  She believe the demand for the degree continues to be strong and is sought after by local and regional employers.

In discussion concerning our effort to include more Excel software preparation in our course work, members Julie Barnfather and Tanis Yonkers offered support and confirmation.  From their experience, Excel skills are very important should be emphasized.

In the discussion led by Dan King on enhancing the AAAS degree and determining what skills employers look for, the committee was very supportive of Dan pursuing the process to the tax and governmental accounting courses to be recognizes as transfer courses.  Customer service skills were also identified as very important and proficiency with the 10-key.
Related to this discussion Dan reported that the accounting faculty did not feel the AAS-T was a useful option for accounting students.  Dan will continue to monitor this degree option.

Carla reported that Accounting 170 and Accounting 208 have been selected for funding to convert to DL instruction.  When these classes are developed for DL the complete AAAS degree can be earned on-line.

Carla also reported that the accounting program is in the process having an external review.  The results of the review will be shared with the committee prior the next meeting.  The final report is due by the end of the academic year.

After extensive discussion and a strong agreement of the importance of Excel skills the committee recommended that BusTc 150, Excel replace the CIS 105 course for both the certificate and the AAAS degree. 

The nest meeting will be held at Shoreline Community College on September 23, 2004 from 4 – 5:30 pm, just prior to Shoreline Salutes.

Meeting adjourned 5:30 pm.

