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Meeting was convened at 3:40 PM by Julie Wiebusch, Chair.  Introductions were made round the table.  Norma Goldstein passed the Committee roster and asked everyone to update their personal information as needed.

MINUTES
Norma Goldstein referred members to their folders for Minutes from the previous meeting held June 7, 2004.  Rather than use meeting time, members were asked to read them later and send comments to Norma.

DIGIDESIGN SCHOOL SPONSORSHIP
Steve Malott led discussion of the question, “Should SCC become a DigiDesign-sponsored partner school, also called “ProSchools?”  DigiDesign offers several different types of sponsored schools, and provides curriculum and a substantial discount for their hardware and software.  Our MIDI lab uses Digital Performer, and our carts and studios all use DigiDesign ProTools.  DigiDesign now has 90% market penetration and is owned by AVID.
Curriculum for their one-year certification program is available only through DigiDesign training locations, and you must be certified to teach it.  The training program costs $1,000 per class; manuals (usually included in the class fee) cost $100 each.  The location nearest SCC is in Olympia at a non-profit church.  Steve has taken this training program and is now certified for Levels 1 and 2. 
PROS:  If we partner-schooled with DigiDesign, we would receive 40% discount on retail purchase prices.  CONS: There is not much call yet for this certificate by recording studios.  And you MUST use their curriculum.  Also, we would have to bear the cost of annual or biennial software upgrades which could drain program funding.
Steve did not feel that DigiDesign school sponsorship was right for the Music Technology program at this time.  He recommended postponing this decision for this year, and reconsidering it again annually.  
Hummie Mann agreed that demand for DigiDesign certification won’t grow.  He stated that small home systems are growing.  Steve stated that we should keep in mind Microsoft owns 15% of AVID.  Steve Turnidge commented that guerilla systems are more operable.  Lionel Reinert commented that Apple owns LOGIC.   He recommended focusing on infrastructure needs.  Our moveable audio recording carts run on APPLE computers & ProTools.
Steve Malott moved that the Committee continue to monitor demand for AVID products for one year and then reconsider whether to sign on as a DigiDesign sponsored school.  Motion seconded by Hummie Mann.   Motion passed unanimously.

Norma Goldstein asked if we need to buy PC’s?  Aren’t PC’s just hobby-based in the recording industry?  Hummie Mann stated that professionals don’t use PC’s.  To be employable, students still need to be experienced on APPLE.  Brad concurred that professionals still use APPLE, but the trend is shifting toward PC’s.  A general consensus developed to closely watch the APPLE vs PC trend.

Tim Seaton asked if the focus of the SCC program was audio recording or music technology?  
Bruce Spitz responded that both components are equally important.  Our focus is broader than just music technology.
Tim Seaton also asked where most SCC students get their jobs. Steve Malott answered in small studios, or job-to-job in gorilla studios, or in retail music businesses like Guitar Center.

CURRICULUM – Digital Performer Certification Program
The Committee discussed a proposal to offer a new stand alone certification with a focus on the Digital Audio component of Digital Performer.  We now offer seven classes in the MIDI Lab that use Digital Performer.  This new certification program would add three new 
5 credit classes numbered 236/237/238.   They would focus on digital audio music production, sound design, and sound for picture respectively.  The overall goal of the music technology certificate program is to build a series of options for students that combine together to provide students a ladder to progressive job readiness.  
Norma Goldstein directed Committee members to the orange planning sheets inside their folders for more information about our certification programs, and asked if the skills they needed as employers were being taught. Tim Seaton invited all to visit DMX and asked how often faculty visits the industry.  Bruce Spitz and Steve Malott normally visit during gigs and internships.  Norma requested that faculty meet regularly with industry representatives. 
Lionel Reinert expressed concern about the effect that industry takeovers may have on the retail music industry.
Brad Purkey moved to accept the new Digital Performer Certification program.  Motion was seconded by Roger McRea, and passed unanimously.

EntertainNET
Norma Goldstein explained that EntertainNet (Entertainment International Network) is a new organization affiliated with the Ford Foundation devoted to building networks between the entertainment community and educational institutions.  Bruce described the trip last June that he and Norma made to North Carolina for Entertainment Network’s first meeting.  He toured the N. Carolina Community College Music Building. Their program emphasizes live sound production, and their stage setup provides outstanding opportunities for students to experience and practice light and live sound stage setups.  Bruce is excited about the possibility of domestic and international student exchange programs and is interested in pursuing this further.  EntertainNet is working to fund student tuition fees for exchange program participants.
EntertainNet is having its second meeting in Seattle on January 16-19, 2005.  Norma and Darlene Miller (VP Workforce & Economic Development) are developing part of the agenda and welcome suggestions.  Everyone is invited.

CONTRACT LAW COURSE 
Bruce Spitz explained that we now offer 2 classes that touch on legal issues. Sue Ennis’ Vocational Music Seminar traces cash flow pathways for the performing artist, and Myles Kahn’s class deals primarily with copyright law.  We are considering the need for a course with more contract law content.  Steve Turnidge agreed that contract law is very important, especially for the small recording studio owner.  Hummie Mann sees a need to include course content that teaches entrepreneurship/marketing skills and tax law concerns for the small business owner.  Steve Malott reminded everyone that if we add a new contract law course, we’ll probably have to delete some other elective course.
Norma Goldstein reported that the Business Department has been asked to help with these courses.

INTERNSHIPS 

Steve Malott kicked off discussion about Music Tech internships.  Our internship position is vacant now.  Where should we focus internship opportunities, keeping in mind that students are picky and usually want to be paid?  The Art Institute offers internships and so should SCC.  Internships can be project-based.  Jeff Brooks commented that internships are important learning tools and can help students understand what skills they will need to find a job.  They also provide about the only opportunity to observe how artists and recording studio personnel relate professionally on the job.
Norma Goldstein described the internship questionnaire which can be found on the listserv.  She asked Committee members for input and to consider using an intern. 

RESOURCE NEEDS
Bruce Spitz asked members for their opinion on purchasing Sibelius notation software versus Finale software.  Hummie Mann stated that Finale is still the industry standard, but is not very user friendly.  Sibelius is much more intuitive.  Lionel Reinert feels that Sibelius is better for beginning students.  The price of both products is the same.
Roger McRea moved that we purchase Sibelius software now.  Jeff Brooks seconded the motion; motion passed unanimously.
Barry Ehrlich asked Committee members to spread the word about the urgent need for higher education support in the upcoming elections.

NEXT MEETING ARRANGEMENTS

Norma Goldstein explained that the Committee is required by state guidelines to meet 3 times each academic year.  There was general consensus that Thursday afternoons served with lunch would be best day of week to meet.  The next two meetings will probably convene during February and April. Those dates will be established soon and sent out on the list serve.
Topics discussed for the next meeting included:  teaching Committee members how to use the listserv; continuing discussion on software trends; reviewing new courses proposed by the SCC Business Dept, and possibly an update on plans for the new music building.

Steve Malott moved that the meeting be adjourned at 5:20 PM.  Steve Turnidge seconded the motion; motion passed without objection. 

Norma Goldstein invited everyone to Shoreline Salutes and grand opening celebration for the newly remodeled 2900 building right after adjournment.   
