Shoreline Community College

Dental Hygiene Advisory Committee – Meeting Minutes

Date: 
October 6, 2004

Attendees:
Committee Members:  Gail Arshon, RDH,  Claudia Beck, RDH, Cathy Boyd, RDH, Clydene Evans-Wenzel, RDH, Melisa Guerra, RDH,  Al Everett, DDS, Wally Kegel, DDS, Tony Santorsola, DDS, Tracy Wayman, DDS

College Representatives:  Marianne Baker, RDH, Director, Dental Hygiene, Ona Canfield, RDH, Dental Hygiene Faculty, Sue Dougal, RDH, Dental Hygiene Faculty, Nikki Honey, DDS, Dental Hygiene Faculty, Gillian Lewis, Dean, Health Occupations & Physical Education Division, Berta Lloyd, Dean, Professional Technical Education, Ellen Ward, RDH, Dental Hygiene Faculty

Introductions:  Marianne opened the meeting by having everyone introduce themselves.  She welcomed the new members of the committee and thanked all the members for their ongoing effort and support. 

Election:  The committee unanimously validated Dr. Tracy Wayman as the chair for the 2004-05 year.

Program Status Report:


Marianne distributed the program status report and discussed items associated with each topic. Gail Arshon offered to speak to an acquaintance regarding the job opening for a pharmacology instructor. 

Topics Discussed:

1. “New Potential Training Opportunities in the Dental Career Pathway at Shoreline” 

Kathy Forbes, former SCC dental hygiene instructor, was asked to investigate whether creation of a dental assisting program would be a good idea at Shoreline.  Kathy contacted 5 of the 8 accredited dental assisting programs in the state as well as 4 private programs to determine current “outlook for jobs as well as their perceptions for the future”.  The consensus of opinion was that there is not a need for another dental assisting program in the area.  However, a need for a Business Staff Program or Dental Front Office Manager program was reported. Kathy contacted the four major dental placement agencies in the region and they reinforced the conclusion that there is more of a need for a business office assistant program than a dental assistant program.

The members of the committee discussed the report and voted to support the concept of investigating the possibility of starting a Dental Business Office Assistant Program at Shoreline.

2. Fircrest Dental Clinic 

Clydene Evans-Wenzel, RDH, reported that the dental clinic at Fircrest is closing and they are requesting 2 million dollars from the state for a new facility to meet the needs of their disabled population.  Our students currently use this facility as an extra mural site.  It was suggested that the proposed health science building could incorporate this clinic into the plan. 
3. Other

Ona suggested to Berta and Gillian that they ask for donations from state and local dental and dental hygiene associations.  Other schools have been successful with this fundraising method.

Next Meeting Date:  

Wednesday, February 9, 2005 at 6:30 pm

Prepared by: Sue Dougal

