Minutes from Biotech Advisory board meeting 10/10/04

Attending: 

Guy Hamilton


Bob Finney (Xactagen)
Berta Loyd

Caralee Cheney

Susan Hoyne


Amy Springer (SBRI)

Joyce Fagel


John Lederer


Ken Yoshitomi (FDA)
Kerri Kopp (Berlex)

Pam Gee-Oliver (Bio-Rad)

Meeting opened by Pam Gee-Oliver (Committee Chair) and minutes from previous meeting were accepted.

Susan Hoyne provided an update regarding the status of the Biotech Program Director which has now officially been passed to Guy Hamilton.  Susan and the rest of the board members thanked Caralee Cheney for her work in establishing the Biotech program.  Susan also announced that SCC has approved one sixth release time for the program director.

John Lederer, from SCC workforce development,  presented a plan to the board for SCC in conjunction with the other Biotech programs from area (Bellevue CC, Seattle Central CC, and Seattle Pacific University) to apply for a workforce development grant.  The goal is to acquire the necessary funding to open a Biotech training center in the south Lake Union area.  Key aspects of this project are: 1) the space for the training center will be provided for free by Vulcan, a Biotech venture capital firm developing the south Lake Union area for Biotech companies.  This is obviously the key to the grant because the amount of money provided by the grant would not be enough to rent space.  John informed the board that initial contact with Vulcan has been meet with enthusiasm and further meetings are planned.  2) The center will be a customized training center working with local Biotech companies to provide additional skill training for employees.  Vulcan sees the center as a tool to help attract more companies to the south Lake Union area.  3) The types of courses at the center would be similar to the short courses now held at SCC.  It is the hope that having the center in a more centralized area (with respect to Biotech companies) will increase enrollment in the short courses.  4) It will not replace the curriculum of the Biotech Degree or Certificate program at SCC.  

John said the next step will be to meet with representatives from all of the schools as well as Vulcan to get further definition of how the center will be run.  The board was also very enthusiastic about the project and suggested that Biotech supply companies could be contacted directly to donate equipment.  It was suggested that John look into the possibility of creating a meeting space within the center that could be rented to local companies and provide a source of revenue.  John also suggested that this effort could be coordinated with Vulcan’s effort to create a Biotech magnet High School in the south Lake Union area as well as SBRI’s Bioquest High School programs.

Caralee provided a Bio-Link update.  Guy, Caralee, and Kelly Hamilton (Bates Technical College) attended the Summer Fellows Conference in San Francisco in conjunction with the BIO 2004 conference.  The funding for Bio-Link has been reduced by 50% by NSF.  The national Bio-Link center will remain at the City College of San Francisco and SCC will be the Northwest regional center however will receive no funding from NSF.

Caralee provided an update on the short courses.  The HPLC class is just finishing but enrollment is down in all of the short courses.  It was discussed that one of the major problems is our advertising of the short courses.  Berta agreed to hire a work study student out of her office to work solely on the development of a new mailing list.  The current list is outdated.  One problem is that the contact information within companies changes rapidly.  Moreover, new companies are arriving in the area (as others leave).  

Bob Finney, provided a brief overview of his company, Xactagen.   Bob is a Scientist in residence at SCC and he is using the Biotech facilities for the proof of principle stage of the company.  His plans are to start working with students in the winter quarter and a scholarship fund will be set up for students working with the company.  We will establish an internship program for students that participate to get college credit as well.

Berta asked the board to discuss the feasibility of a Biotech manufacturing program at SCC.  Kerri Kopp from Berlex suggested that this could be difficult because the types of employees that they hire have strong chemistry and or engineering backgrounds (advanced degrees).  She did suggest that students that had engineering degrees that came to SCC for the Biotech program could be considered for employment.  Pam pointed out that at Bio-Rad there has been almost no turnover in manufacturing positions in the last few years.  Pam also pointed out that manufacturing can have very different meaning depending on the company.

The next Biotech was scheduled for February 16, 2005 at 4:30 PM.

