


ACCOUNTING ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES
September 23, 2004

4:00 -5:20 PM

EMPLOYERS\OUTSIDE MEMBERS PRESENT:

Barbara Townsend, Jan Manfredini, Julie Barnfather, Nancy Wibbens, Daniel Jo

SHORELINE MEMBERS PRESENT:

Carla Hogan, Dan King, Tony Costa

The meeting began in the Central Conference Room of Building 1000.  The previous minutes were approved and Barbara Townsend was elected Chair for the 2004-2005 year.

Agenda item discussion followed:

· A spring meeting date of May 19, 2005 was set
· The committee was informed of the progress made in bringing Income Tax Accounting and Governmental and Not for Profit Accounting online.
· Discussion was held on plans to establish a VITA chapter on the Shoreline campus. Amy Shigley has led an effort to offer for credit course work for accounting students who would, after IRS training, prepare tax returns for low to moderate income clients on the Shoreline campus. The committee offered supportive discussion of this plan emphasizing the valuable real world experience and responsibility it will give our accounting students. The committee was provided IRS information on the VITA program –Volunteer Income Tax Assistance.
· Summary copies of the May 2004 program review conducted by Dr. Kae Hutchinson were handed out. When they have time to review the conclusions and recommendations in detail, the committee will bring any comments or concerns forward.  Discussion was offered regarding two topics mentioned in the review, advising and internships. 

The need for additional advising resources in the BusAD area was acknowledged. Shoreline members mentioned the advising workshops that have been regularly offered to transfer students and the plans to expand the workshops to a morning “career event” which would include an industry speaker and breakout group advising for both transfer and professional students. 
This idea was supported by the committee with additional suggestions that one on one advising will continue to be important. Other members suggested better web advising tools which could include the ability of students to regularly check their progress towards a declared degree -automatically and online.
The difficulty of finding appropriate internships for accounting students was discussed. Tony Costa informed the committee that Shoreline currently does not have a full time internship director. 
Members agreed to communicate by email with any further comments on the program review. 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 5:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted by

Dan King   

