Math 211 – 01: Elements of Statistical Methods
Fall 2009
Mondays-Thursdays, 12:30-1:35 PM, room 2905
Mike Story
mstory@shoreline.edu
Office: 5366
Hours: still to be determined.
Topics: Analysis of data through graphical and numerical methods, linear regression, the normal distribution, data collection, elementary probability, confidence intervals and hypothesis testing. Emphasis on applications.
Text: “Intro Stats”, 3rd ed., by De Veaux, Velleman, Bock.
Grading: 
Final Exam: 40%

Midterm Exam: 30%

Quizzes: 20%

In-class activities: 10%

Assignment of numerical grades will use a linear grading scale (there is no ‘curve’ in this class) and will be approximately as follows:

95%: 4.0

80%: 3.0

65%: 2.0

Attendance: It is almost impossible to do well in this class without attending class on a regular basis. You will not be graded on attendance, but since part of your grade will depend on activities performed in class, lack of attendance will therefore affect your grade indirectly. Also, if any critical announcements or changes in policy are made during a day you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out about them, and any policy changes will apply to you.
Calculators: Calculators are a vital and essential component of this course, as many of the computations required would be overwhelmingly difficult without them (not to mention tedious). TI-83’s are available to rent from the bookstore. You may use your calculator on every exam and quiz.
Examinations: We will have a midterm examination on Thursday, Oct. 29th, which will occupy the entire class period. We will also enjoy a final examination on Thursday, December 10th, lasting from 11 to 1 PM. You will be allowed to use unlimited handwritten notes for these two exams – no word-processed or photocopied material, and certainly not the textbook, but any notes you have written yourself are allowed. 
If you know ahead of time that you will not be able to attend the scheduled date of the midterm or the final exam, let me know as soon as possible and we can discuss alternatives if appropriate. If you have an emergency the day of an exam, it is your responsibility to let me know as soon as possible. Do not wait until the next class meeting! 
Quizzes: Every Monday (except the Monday after the midterm exam), class will conclude with a quiz that will take approximately thirty minutes, covering the previous week’s material. These quizzes may involve straightforward computations or short written responses or producing graphical representations of data or other things entirely or some combination of the above. Each quiz will consist at least partially of questions that were on the homework. You may use any materials you like for the quizzes: notes, textbooks, printed handouts, homework assignments -- anything at all. 
Homework: Written homework will be assigned this quarter but will not be collected. It is a vital part of this course (it is impossible to learn the material if you do not practice it outside of class) and it will help you prepare for the quizzes and exams. I will be happy to discuss homework problems in class or in my office hours. 
Electronic Devices: All electronic communication devices like cell phones must be turned off during class, as well as electronic entertainment like mp3 players. Please do not text message your friends or family during class!
In Case of Emergency: In the event of inclement weather or earthquake or other unforeseen circumstances, the main shoreline website (http://www.shoreline.edu) will be updated with information about school closures, if necessary. If school is closed on any day, any homework due on that day or any midterms scheduled for that day will be postponed until the next day class meets.  
Class Website: http://www.shoreline.edu/mstory/math211/ . It will feature a tentative schedule for the quarter, periodic grade estimates (starting around the fifth or sixth week of the quarter), a listing of all the homework assignments, as well as other information or resources you may find helpful.

