ABE-ESL/ESL/GED Meeting   10/27/09
Present:  Donna Biscay,  Ruthann Duffy, Elizabeth Hanson, Lisa Hirayama, Kristin Marra, Bruce McCutcheon, Jo McEntire, Aura Rios-Erickson, Daina Smuidrins, Bill Sperling, Lauren Wilson, 

1.  Changes were made to the minutes from the previous meeting.


2.  Ruth reported that changes have been made to the ESL website.  The banner she created has been removed and she is no longer able to be the webmaster for the Program site.


3. Bruce gave an update on Jan Slusher’s involvement in a possible project while in Asia.   She is 
interested in developing course work, but we agreed it would be best to have her work with some guidance from us.   It would also be best if she were given a stipend.


4. Bill’s Report

a. Bill explained his work on an IBEST report which will show enrollment averages, class caps and overall cost of IBEST courses.  A short summary is coming soon.

b. Bill noted that it will be important to listen for updates about the Gates Foundation Student Completion Initiative that reportedly involves open source course material (instead of textbooks) and targeting “Gate Keeper” courses to be offered online.  Several people raised concerns about the grants including the focus on online teaching for courses which may not be best suited for it.  

c. Bill announced two new ProD possibilities:  1) a new Information Literacy Grant Announcement – federal dollars which will help teams of 6 people focus on collaboration projects and training integrating informational literacy into pre-college programs. 2) SLOAN – workshops helping instructors integrate online learning tools


5.  Bruce’s Report on Placement Procedures at other schools
a.  Bruce gave an explanation of his research on the use of TOEFL scores (and other placement processes) in programs across the state.

b. Two different kinds of scores should not be confused, as they have been in the past.  A “language proficiency requirement” or a “TOEFL admissions requirement” is used generally for screening students from college classes.  If students have the minimum TOEFL score or language proficiency, they normally take some kind of in-house placement (or COMPASS test) to place them into an academic (“bridge”) ESL or other academic preparation program such as developmental English.   An “ESL exemption TOEFL score” also has various meanings.  Sometimes it allows students to pass from an IEP program (non-college ESL) into a Developmental English (college) sequence of courses.  At the UW “ESL exemption TOEFL score” releases some groups of students from having to take an ESL placement test (regardless of whether they have taken English 101 or not).  Only at a few schools (SCC is among them) does the term “ESL exemption” mean that students are placed into English 101 classes .  (A  call to Chris Gilman, director of the of the UW ESL program confirmed two things that Lisa Hirayama said in the meeting:  The UW uses a pbt TOEFL score of 540, not 520, to allow international students to become undergraduates  but that all students with an AA degree are exempted from any language testing.  It is assumed that students with an AA degree can meet the UW’s language proficiency requirement).

c. There are still questions about how we came to make our change to the exemption score two years ago.

d. Bruce suggests we add a lower TOEFL score as our “bar” for placing into our academic program (Level 5-8 or 6-8), which is a bit like a language proficiency requirement at other schools (It would differ from how a language proficiency requirement is used at other schools in that we wouldn’t prevent students without that TOEFL score from entering levels 5-8).  Should the score be 60? 65? 71?  He also suggested that the TOEFL score for placing students directly into English 101 be raised to 80.   A number of others argued against this idea.  Several mentioned the need for more data about 101 pass-rates of students in the ibt TOEFL 71-80 range.

e. Some faculty members and Lisa Hirayama pointed out that students who have been exempted from the existing exemption scores have all passed English 101. A number of faculty supported the continued use the score of 527 (pbt) or 71 (ibt) to exempt from international students from ESL and place them into 101 pending the examination of additional research related to 101 pass rates of those students.
f. We would like to involve English faculty in further discussions of the issue of TOEFL requirements in some way.  One possibility is a cooperative norming session. 

g. Bruce suggested that the ESL program share ESL placements with 101 faculty to find out if our 101 entry standards match theirs.   This was thought by some at the meeting to be an unproductive idea since 101 teachers might reject some ESL writing as unacceptable even though they would be likely to pass those students if the students were actually in a 101 class.

h.  Bruce asked for the group’s clarification on whether students previously placed in the ESL program (levels 2-7) but then later achieved a TOEFL score of at least 71 should be allowed to choose whatever ESL level they wanted to take the next quarter.   In other words, they could opt out of ESL and take English 101, but could they instead move themselves to any ESL course of their choosing?    A few at the meeting stated their opinion that holding students to the ESL program’s internal standards would not be possible if students hade TOEFL scores that exempted them from the ESL program.


6.  MCO work is going slow.  We will add a meeting to focus only on MCOs and may do more work in “break-out” groups.  We should also do first readings outside of meetings and give feedback to the author before meetings, so that meetings can be used for final decisions


7. H1N1 Flu:  We discussed issues around serving students when so many students and/or instructors are sick.  We will need to be flexible with make-up work, but in the case of instructor illness, by the second day efforts will be made to find someone to sub.  We could set up an emergency lesson system so that there will be materials available to someone who takes our class last minute.

