ESL Program Meeting
Jan. 25, 2011

Present:  Vince Barnes, Donna Biscay, Elizabeth Hanson, Kris Marra, Jo McEntire, Daina Smuidrins, Bill Sperling, Ruth Duffy, Heath Eriksen, Anna Maria Winters, Diane Clifford, Treela McKamey, Betsy Binnian, Gretchen Larson, Barb Stewart, Dave Boyle, Donna Linn…

1.  Self-introductions were made.

2.  Neil Vasishth spoke about integrated learning experiences.  On Feb. 17 from 3:00 until 4:00 speakers from Seattle central Community College will speak on the SCC campus about an integrated learning experience involving the topic of water as a central unifying theme.  The room is TBA.

3.  Vince showed the ESL faculty listserve ands explained how to subscribe to it.  If the associate faculty wish to set up their own listserve for discussion and sharing of information, one or more of the associates can contact TSS or Bonnie Madison.

4.  Vince explained the new standards for exemption from ESL courses via the TOEFL and IELTS. The details are available on the tech lab website.

5.  Vince spoke about RIF notices which were sent out to full-time faculty and later rescinded.  Two of those notices were sent to ESL faculty.  Later this year it will become clearer whether cuts will be made among tenured faculty and what the effect on the college and its structure will be.  Jo McEntire is leading an effort to get information from the administration as to how administration plans to grow international enrollments while simultaneously cutting ESL faculty.

6.  Betsy Binnian and Gretchen Larson spoke about the revised process for requesting outside-of-class tutors. Gretchen Larson’s office is next to the ESL office on second floor of the FOSS building.  The main change is that students no longer have to take a request form to Aura anymore.  It was suggested by some instructors at the meeting that the contract part of the form itself be simplified to make it more accessible to lower level language learners.

7.  Alana Thelen spoke about the HEROES program.  She wants to connect ESL students  who need guidance with mentors (former ESL students).  The mentors are unpaid volunteers.  Alana can be contacted at athelen@shoreline.edu.

8.  Barbara Stewart spoke about ESLAB 058, the supplemental writing course for level 4, 5, and 6 students who need extra help and practice with spelling and sentence level grammar.  There are currently 31 students enrolled in the course.  An MCO is being developed for ESLAB 058.

9.  Jo McEntire demonstrated some activities to be included in some online modules for ESL content and skills (vocabulary for automotive and health care).  Ruth and Jo showed the use of Tegrity and Soft Chalk.  Grant money is available for associate faculty to attend training sessions and to develop online modules.  Associate faculty can contact Elizabeth Hanson for more information on how to become involved.  

10.  Bill spoke about some issues:  Night course enrollment is down this quarter because of glitches in the orientation of or a breakdown of communication with some new teachers last quarter. He believes that all continuing associates might benefit from a brush-up on procedures so he, Aura, Nina, and Debby will be offering repeating mini-reorientation workshops on Feb. 8 at 10:30, 2:30, and 5:30.  While the workshops are not required, it is hoped that as many as possible with attend. The workshop will last 30-45 minutes.
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