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1. The minutes of the Nov. 4 meeting minutes were approved with these minor changes: 

--change preliminary vote to “discussion.” 

--change 0609 to 060

2. Discussion of ESL 095. 
International Programs Director Thalia Saplad and advisor Erin Walker presented International Programs’ point of view on having ESL 095 as a requirement for international students. Erin gave a history of how it came to light as an issue. It seems that one student who’d been incorrectly registered as an international student was excused from taking ESL 095 when it was discovered to have been in fact a resident student. The student expressed surprise that this could be the case. 

Erin pointed out that the fact that resident students are apparently not required to take it but international students are is a matter of equitability. She also noted that there’s no MCO that has 095 as a requirement. 

The International Programs office had sought clarification from the VPSS who held (without at that time input from ESL faculty) that 095 could not be required of International students if it is not also required of resident students.

When a joint meeting with ESL, IP and the VPSS was held in Spring of 2008, the matter was not resolved and it was agreed to put it on hold until this (Fall, 2008) quarter. As of the time of the meeting, the new VPSS had not made any decision on it. As of the time of the meeting, ESL faculty had not been invited by the VPSS to give direct input on the matter. 

A question was raised as to whether IP sees the two student groups as the same or different. Erin pointed out that while IP supports the course, the fact remains the international students have to pay a lot higher tuition for the credits consumed by this course. 

Thalia added that the issue did indeed have to do with equity and wondered if the course was really required of resident students. 

Aura pointed out that because of the lack of an MCO requirement, resident students weren’t being required to take it.

Vince pointed out that the intent at its inception was that the class would be required and Jo added that IP supported that at the time. 

Thalia said that recruitment efforts struggle with the perception that Shoreline’s ESL program is “the worst” (apparently meaning that SCC’s program is the hardest to get through). 

Some discussion ensued about how resident students and internationals are in fact different. Residents, for example have a different lab class and can take the COMPASS for placement. 

Thalia said that if the ESL faculty want the class to be required, then it needs to be in writing.  (At this time Thalia had to leave for another meeting).

Erin said that it had been the VPSS’s decision; Bruce pointed out that that decision had been rescinded. 

The ESL faculty gave IP some ideas about recruitment efforts:  Maybe the 2+2 announcement on the IP website is misleading. Most students do need ESL and can’t graduate SCC in two years. Also, maybe SCC’s ESL program could be promoted on the basis of its strengths, how we can engage superior students, etc. 

3. Should students be allowed to change classes after the official cut off date?  Aura presented a statement she had drafted. The group agreed after some discussion that perhaps it was too strict and wouldn’t allow enough latitude for the students facing time/work issues.  It was agreed that the procedure Aura brought would only apply to section, not level changes. The group recommended that Aura modify the statement to allow for changes, with the consent of affected instructors. The revised statement will be brought back for review by the faculty.  
4. Are Listening/Speaking classes still “tied” to Integrated Skills classes? The discussion was over whether we already have or should de-link all L/S from I courses. For Level 4, they are already delinked because in level 4 Immigrant students aren’t required to take L/S. It was pointed out that whatever we do, it should be close to what we do for Internationals. Bruce finally announced that he would make up a flow chart reflecting the views of the group about this issue:  
5. Online MCOs. Donna B announced that all MCOs will need to be online by Fall 2010 because of accreditation. The matter needs to be addressed with some urgency to meet this deadline. She presented a flow chart about how we might achieve this.  Even if we don’t finish in time, if we have at least begun the process, we should be OK.  Donna will look into which classes need to be done. The question of F-1 vs. ABE ESL was raised. The solution would be to do the ABE ESL MCO and have parallel F-1 MCOs.  
The new MCOs need to have state Learning Standards in them. Donna Biscay would like to see the L/S MCOs strengthened in this process. It was agreed that the best way to approach it is to work in pairs/teams, each doing two levels of MCO.    See flow chart for time frame. 
6. Level 6 students in Lab. The question of whether Level 6 students should be allowed in the lab was raised. It was decided that if they don’t take seats from other students, it’s OK. If they come frequently, they should register for a Lab credit. (Perhaps this needs to be put in the Procedures Document—VB). 

7. How should we handle students who’ve been away from college for awhile, in terms of placement?  For example, if a student has been away for three years, should he/she be allowed to come back at the same level? Bill Sperling pointed out that in order to CASAS POST TEST, they need to have a pretest from the previous year. But that has no real bearing on placement in our program. It was decided that students can start where they left off if they want, but advisors will recommend that they retest.  Bruce will write up a procedure for this to include in the Program Procedures Document.  
