ESL/ABE/GED Meeting Minutes
November 24, 2009

Present:  Donna Biscay, Ruthann Duffy, Elizabeth Hanson, Kristin Marra, Bruce McCutcheon, Daina Smuidrins, Lauren Wilson, Bill Sperling, Lisa Hirayama

1.  Minutes from November 10 and 17 were approved.  The last two points (Annamarie Winter’s Women’s Issues mini-course and Kathy Budway’s 003 writing class) were discussed in fuller detail.  Kathy felt the level span was too great, and the impact on L/S class numbers was also mentioned.  The class will run next quarter, and we were reminded that new classes must be observed.
2.  Lauren had questions about the State Board Pilot for combining Communications Studies 101 and 099.  She was told by Tina that there wasn’t any funding and wasn’t sure what that meant. After further discussion, it was determined that there is no funding for developing the course, but there would be funding for instruction.  Bill will follow up with Tina.  

There was also discussion about whether students would receive 10 or 15 credits (10), financial aid, the enhanced funding for I-Best students (1.75), and whether international students could take the class (the decision about the resident/international ratio is up to the College).
The next step is to follow up with Norma.  Norma has also been pushing for collaboration with the prof tech office sequence and the ESL I-Best (Technology for Professional Careers).  
3.  Bill discussed the Annual ABE Professional Development Grant ($3,190), which he needs to submit by 12/14.  There are 3 directions (1. Academic Progress: Transitions in Math and Writing  2. Intake and Orientation: Moving from Educational Interviewing to Transition Planning  3.Transitions at Work: Workplace Basic Skills Program Development)  The Communications Studies 101 /  ESL 099 collaboration  and  improving the transition from ESL math to college math are likely candidates.  Lauren said that she would talk to Jo about working on this, and Liz is also interested.

4.  TOEFL-exemption from ESL: 4 people voted to change the ibt score to 80, and 4 people voted to leave it at 71.  Both groups want to consider the writing subscore. We also discussed the voting process, and most people thought it was effective.  Both Ruth and Donna gave examples of students with scores of 68 who were most assuredly not ready for 101.  We also discussed the fact that we are not simply preparing students for 101 but to succeed in all classes.  Lisa said she could collect data on student success in classes other than English 101.  It was also suggested that we institute a policy stating that a score of 60 ensures placement into Levels 5-8 to make us more in line with how other colleges market themselves.  
Lisa H. will continue to collect data and will look at subscores.  Instructors wanted to know what kind of timeline was needed to start implementing the subscore requirement, and Lisa suggested implementation next fall if we were to make this change right now.  Meanwhile, she will get the subscores of the most recent group of students.  In addition, we should also consider our IELTS requirement as it’s rumored to be easier than the TOEFL and is being taken more frequently due to the fact that TOEFL testing centers are fully booked. We are currently a TOEFL testing center, but only offer the paper-based test due to technology limitations.  Maybe we can re-visit this possibility with the testing center.
Lisa also stated that enrollment is steady so far this year.

5.  The MCO for ESLAB 050 was reviewed and minor revisions were suggested.  ESLAB 045 is the next MCO to be reviewed.

