ESL/ABE/GED Meeting Minutes
November 10, 2009

Present: Vince Barnes, Donna Biscay, Ruthann Duffy, Elizabeth Hanson, Kristin Marra, Bruce McCutcheon, Jo McEntire, Diana Smuidrins, Lauren Wilson, Aura Rios- Erickson, Bill Sperling
1.  The minutes from the last meeting were approved with minor corrections. During this discussion, Jo requested clarification re: the TOEFL score that exempts students from English 101. Faculty agreed that for now this issue is tabled until further discussion.

2.   Bill’s report:

Bill reported that based on information from the last all-campus meeting, the college can expect more cuts. Although the figure is not yet finalized, we should expect cuts of over a million dollars. Discussion followed re: the administration’s decision to cut fulltime rather than part-time positions.  A suggestion was made to talk to the English Department in order to get a list of “talking points” so that both programs would be ready should either be targeted. Bruce said he would suggest this to Troy.
Current Initiatives right now are:

· The Gates Grant:  It does not include money for Basic Skills Open Source development.
· Academic I-BEST: Discussion followed about whether we feel that this is a good opportunity for students. Concern was expressed that language learning is different than learning ESL alongside a content course, and that the accelerated IBEST model might not work for ESL. Faculty also thought that students would not be able to “leap-frog” courses in the math sequence either. Jo said she would continue to think about the possibilities and invite other faculty to join her in exploring possibilities.

· A Starbucks grant and a weatherization initiative are also being explored by Bill for future possibilities.

3.  MCOs

ESLAB 020 is finished and just needs a final check by two faculty.

ESLAB 025 and 035 were approved with some minor changes. 

4.  Last minute shout-outs:

· Bruce got the pulse of the group regarding 003 - the course should run next quarter, but Kathy should do some sort of student evaluations.  (Note:  Kathy has done so since this meeting).
· Bruce put forward the idea of running Annamaria’s Women’s issues minicourse again in spring – there was approval.

There will be a one hour meeting next Tuesday to read the remaining MCOs. 

Minutes submitted by Jo McEntire

ESL MCO meeting minutes
November 17, 2009

Present: Vince Barnes, Donna Biscay, Ruthann Duffy, Elizabeth Hanson, Bruce McCutcheon, Jo McEntire, Diana Smuidrins, Lauren Wilson


1. Lauren sought clarification on I-Best academic grant.

2.   MCOs for ESLAB 030 and 040 were examined, revised, and approved.  The MCO for ESLAB 045 had a first reading.  Donna Biscay will bring it back for more input at a later meeting.

