Summary of ESL/ABE/GED Meeting, October 5, 2010

These notes are intended to serve as a general summary for folks who were not able to attend. They are not official meeting minutes since they have not been reviewed and approved per normal operating procedures. Therefore, nothing herein should be construed to constitute any official policy or procedure.  I just thought it important to get this info out as soon as possible, as the normal meeting notes approval could take a few weeks. 

Submitted by Vince Barnes 

1. It was requested that quarterly schedules be placed on the “S” drive or other location accessible to all program faculty.

2. Librarian/ESL Liaison Leslie Potter Henderson demonstrated some online library resources, including ebrary, SIRS, and elibrary. Some of these have audio along with text, which could be very useful for ESL students. In addition, in its holdings, the library now has books that come with tapes. Leslie welcomes any suggestions for acquisitions. The question of books on reserve came up: faculty can place books on reserve in the library. Ruthann also pointed out that many of the ESL texts we use are available in the Tech Lab. 

3. Aura discussed the issue of grades. She said maybe we ought to be a little circumspect in issuing V grades, particularly to lower level ESLABE students as the grade may affect their financial aid. (V=0.0, so a repeated letter grade of passing won’t negate the numerical grade). It was noted that there are times when the V grade is necessary, maybe particularly for higher level students. Lisa pointed out that for International Students, it’s very important to issue the V grade when called for because that helps with tracking performance for immigration/visa purposes. (Please not that there is no program policy statement implied here. Probably further discussion is needed, particularly after, as Jo pointed out, Faculty Senate Council issues revisions to the college grading policy. Please contact the program chair if you need clarification/guidance on grading). 

4. Lisa cited numbers of international enrollments this quarter. 

5. Bill discussed budget cuts and also some new opportunities, like money to participate in a study of IBEST and a WFT grant(?) for health care programs. 
6. Ruth demo-ed Tegrity. Contact her if you’d like help learning this screen capture technology.

7. Program goals were reviewed. Associate/Affiliate faculty who are interested in helping out on the groups associated with each goal should contact a full time faculty member associated with that group:

1) International Programs (curriculum, new directions): Vince, Bruce, Donna, Daina

2) Role of ESL/GED/ABE Tech Center: Ruth, Jo, and Kristin

3) Increase the use of eLearning: Daina, Liz, Kris, Ruth, Jo.

4) Increase the rate that ESL/GED/ABE students transition: Bill, Bruce, Vince, Joe Duggan (later added Elizabeth and Jo—at 10/12/10 meeting).  

5) Revise and upgrade the main ESL/GED/ABE pages within SCC website: Aura and Bill 

