ESL Program Minutes: 4/21/09

Attendees: Vince Barnes, Donna Biscay, Elizabeth Hanson, Daina Smuidrins, Ruthann Duffy, Lauren Wilson, Jo McEntire, Bruce McCutcheon, Heath Eriksen, Lisa Hirayama, Aura Rios-Erickson, Bill Sperling, Sean Duke

1. Minutes from 3/10 approved.

2. Short discussion re:  PR request to use faculty ProD funds for equipment 
purchases.  Faculty initialed request.  Ruth will bring the document to Larry Cheng for processing.

3.  Director’s Issues:

· Bill reported that the budget should be announced at the end of the weekend with approval of both the Senate and House.
· Bill reported on the status of Nina’s employment saying that there is a 75% chance that she will lose the position and that another classified staff will replace her.  Norma is working on stopping this from happening.  Jo commented on the history of the original job description (Note:  Since this meeting, the situation ahs changed.  Bill says at the May 12 meeting that there is a 99.9% chance that Ninia will keep her job.)  
· Katie Culbertson is ready to present an hour long workshop on writing standards.  It was agreed that she be invited to do this on the May 12 meeting.  The chair will find a larger room and invite associates to attend.

· Bill briefly updated us on I-Best marketing strategies.  He said that the security guard class will likely happen.  Also there may be a “green” job I-Best in the future.  Vince asked about marketing research preceding marketing of classes.

       4.  Lisa briefly discussed the possibility of getting ESL faculty and IP advisors together.
       5.  Sean Duke, the IP marketing person, introduced himself and explained the IP’s relationship with agents.  He talked about emerging markets in China and Vietnam.  Lauren asked Sean to talk more about agents and contracts.  Issue of high school completers was brought up.  Lisa expressed a desire that we “get beyond” the issue of not being informed as to their arrival several years ago. 

        6.  Placement testing abroad was discussed.  Bruce began to explain a proposal from the IP that Daina do official placement tests while in Hong Kong before Fall quarter.  She would give the all the sections (reading, writing, and listening) and bring the writing samples back for final placement with a second reader.  


Lisa interjected that overseas placement would be work only if Daina could test and then immediately place the Hong Kong students when she was there with Lisa in late August.  Bruce indicated that this is not what Thalia had proposed and that it was not in keeping with the agreed upon “two-rater process.”  Jo said that she trusted Daina to do the placement by herself.  Others had questions regarding this newly proposed process.  The possibility of faxing tests to another teacher here (or when he/she was on vacation somewhere else) was suggested.  Daina said she wasn’t entirely comfortable being the sole reader.  A consensus was not reached on this issue.  (Note:  Bruce has asked Thalia to write out a formal proposal so that the ESL faculty will know what they are agreeing to, if they agree.)
        7.  Advising Worksheet.   Elizabeth presented a chart she created to assist in advising students.  Faculty expressed that it was a good visual for students, advisors and teachers.  It was suggested that she change “electives” to “choices” and to add speaking/listing to the required column for levels 010-030.  It was also suggested that the ESL lab be added to the required column.  

        8.  Grade equivalency chart.  Bruce submitted a revision to the chart that has been on the website for many years.  Discussion on grades and the use of the chart followed.  It was suggested that the discussion continue when we have the next norming session.  There was no agreement to adopt the revised chart.   (Note:  Bruce has requested that Vince remove the chart from the website until there is agreement over whether a revised chart is acceptable to all.)
       9.  Listening 5 MCO was reviewed.  Questions regarding lack of speaking outcomes as well as required topics came up.  Some suggestions for wording and editing changes were made.  Bruce was to bring the MCO to a later meeting for final approval of the program before submitting it to the HPC for its approval.  (Note:  Bruce got approval from the ESL program for the MCO at a meeting on April 28, then cleared it though HPC, and has delivered it to Kerry Fondren so she can schedule Bruce for an appearance before the Curriculum Committee.)
  Meeting adjourned at 4:30

