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A season to look past

AARON HUNTER
StaffWriter

One of the toughest things for
sports teams to endure is not liv-
ing up to the expectations made
for them coming into the season.
This is what happened to the SCC
baseball team.

Before the season, Coach Steve
Seki and the baseball team’s goal
was toreach the Northwest Athletic
Association of Community College
(NWAACC) playoffs, but fell short,
going 2-22 in league play. After
achieving the opposite of what ex-
pectations were, Seki has decided
to put this season past him and
look to next year.

Some reasons for the major col-
lapse included many injuries on
the team, as well as a high num-

ber of losses by one run. At the
end of the season, players began
to get desperate and were trying
too hard, and not letting the game
come to them.

Coach Seki wasn't aware of how
hard their schedule would be when
the team started their season. The
Dolphins ended up playing against
seven of the top 11 teams in the
NWAACC baseball poll, most of
which came on the road.

“Next season a top priority for us
is to schedule more home games to
give us a better shot at those one
run games,” Seki said. “The only
problem is that we can only play
home games on weekends due to
weekday scheduling conflicts with
little leagues.”

Seki said that the team’s strength
was its perseverance. It stuck with

the season even after the outlook
became dismal, and maintained
a good work ethic. However,
the weaknesses outweighed the
strengths in the forms of a lack
of clutch hitting and not enough
ways to score runs.

Some key players included first
baseman Andy Rakis who had a
batting average of .359, outfield-
er Erik Church who made sec-
ond team all-league, and pitcher
Brennen Grub.

In order be more successful next
year, Seki is relying on a good re-
cruiting season, as often times a
team’s fortune is decided by new
players.

“At this point, I want to forget
the team’s record this year and look
ahead to next season,” Seki said.

SCC softball ousted from playoffs

LAVIAULCK
Sports Editor

SCC softball team’s turnaround
season came to a halt on May 16
when the Lady Dolphins lost in
their first two games of the 2008
Northwest Athletic Association of
Community Colleges (NWAACC)
Softball Championships.

The first of the losses was a
3-2 heartbreaker at the hands of
Pierce Community College (PCC).
Heading into the bottom of the
seventh and final inning of play,
SCC clung to a 2-1 lead over the
NWAACC West Division champs
with all-division pitcher Athea
Surface on the mound.

A leadoff single coupled with
two infield groundouts advanced
a runner to third for PCC with
two outs. PCC’s Katie Smith then
hit a groundball to second base-
man Lindsay Cook, which took an
awkward bounce on the final hop.
Cook then misfired the ball to first
baseman Christina Demuelenaere
who recovered only to err on her
throw to Surface.

The errors allowed the tying run
to score while Smith, representing
the winning run, made it to third
base on the play.

PCC’s Keilani Cruz then stepped
in and delivered the final run with
a bunt single along the first base
line which saw her beat out the
throw to first by half a step.

“It was a routine ball to the sec-
ond baseman and on the last hop
it took a bad bounce and hit her in
the chest,” said head coach Lance
Swehla, referring to the second-
to-last play. “If we field it clean, we
move on in the winner’s bracket.”

“I already started walking off
the field when the ball was thrown
to Lindsay (Cook),” said Surface.
“Then I was thinking ‘Someone
should get that ball.””

Swehla also insists that the team
was prepared for game’s final play.
Expecting a bunt-and-run, Swehla
had his first and third basemen
play closer to home plate, putting
them in a better position to field
the bunt.

“We knew they bunted alot from
our scouting,” said Swehla. “We
even had our corner (infielders)
play up. We were playing fairly tight
but it’s just one of those things—it
was just a great bunt.”

Swehla also considers it unjust
to place the entire outcome of the
game on the game’s final two plays.
He feels his team also opportuni-
ties earlier in the game that could
have altered the final inning.

“The bunt doesn't hurt us if we
had taken care of business along
the way,” Swehla said. “We had
other opportunities, but it seems
like it comes down to the one out
and the one play but it doesn’t. We
don’tever put any one game on any
one play because it’s just not how
it works. The most disappointing
part is that we tplayed really well.
They were a one seed and we were
a four seed and we got 20 outs in-
stead of 21. It's a tough game and a
tough one to get over.”

“It was a bad feeling after the
game,” said catcher Brittanie
Thibodeaux. “We were surprised
and shocked. It was kinda like
‘bam’ and we lose.”

SCC’s next game would pin them
against eventual fourth-place fin-
ishers Walla Walla Community

College (WWCC). The team lost
5-2 in a game that they admitted-
ly were not focused heading into.
Though SCC gave up 13 hitsin sev-
en innings, Swehla believes that
had theteam been better prepared,
it could have won the game.

“You can't pretend that the
(first) game doesn’t hurt because
then you're just kidding yourself,”
Swehla said. “I think when you get
that close, it hurts even more and
when the carpet gets pulled out
from under you, it'’s tough to recov-
er that quickly. I just think that we
came out flat. We played OK. 5-2 is
not a bad loss but whoever scores
more wins and in aloser-out game,
we're the ones out.”

The team ends the season at
21-14 in the conference, a far cry
from the 5-31 record posted in
2007, the team’s first year under
Swehla. The team believes this sea-
son’s success sets the table for the
program’s 2009 campaign.

“We surpassed everybody’s ex-
pectations except our own,” fresh-
man Thibodeaux said.

“We believed we were going to
make the playoffs and we might
have been the only ones especial-
ly after coming off a tough year
and starting the preseason 0-10,”
Swehla said. “We met our initial
expectation and we wanted to
be playing on Saturday (May 17),
which we didn't achieve but you
can do a lot of great stuff in games
you don’t win. It was a very good
performance.”

Lower Columbia Community
College went on to win the 2008
crown-the college’s ninth softball
title in the past ten years.

SCC’s NWAACC North All-Stars

A total of six SCC baseball and softball players were recently selected
for the NWAACC North Division first and second teams. They are:

NWAACC North Region First Team

Brittanie Thibodeaux Catcher Softball
Christina Demuelenaere First Base Softball
Alexandra Jordan Centerfield Softball

NWAACC North Region Second Team

Erik Church Centerfield Baseball
Lindsay Cook Second Base Softball
Athea Surface Pitcher Softball
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SCC's Betty Wang and Karie Fiske placed 1st in doubles at the 2008 NWAACC Tennis Championship on blah blah blah, 2008 at blah blah blah.

SCC tennis serves strong at championships

Women's duo becomes college’s first tennis champs since 1991

LAVI AULCK
Sports Editor

SCC tennis earned its first
championship in 18 years when
Kari Fiske and Betty Wang won
the women's doubles title at the
Northwest Athletic Association of
Community Colleges (NWAACC)
Tennis Championship on May
18.

Fiske and Wang entered the
tournament ranked as the num-
ber two women’s pair in the
NWAACC after going 6-1 during
the 2008 regular season. The pair’s
only loss came early in the sea-
son against Bellvue Community
College (BCC) when Fiske wasn’t
able to play due to a shoulder
injury.

“I'really felt that we were capa-
ble of winning it all,” Fiske said.

CONORWILLIAMS
Staff Writer

Fourteen teams have been elim-
inated and now only the Detroit
Red Wings and the Pittsburgh
Penguins remain in the race for
the 2008 Stanley Cup.

The potential of this match up
had many hockey fans salivating
when the playoffs started. The
perennial powerhouse Red Wings
against the resurgent Penguins.
A veteran Detroit team featur-
ing stars Nicklas Lidstrom, Brian
Rafalski, Pavel Datsyuk, Henrik
Zetterberg, Chris Chelios and re-
juvenated goalie Chris Osgood. A
thriving young Pittsburgh team

“Our last league match of the sea-
son was against Bellevue and we
won. I knew that BCC would be
our biggest competition in the
tournament but I knew that if we
could beat them in the regular
season, we could beat them in the
championships. I didn’t expect
anything less than first place.”

The tandem bested the BCC
duo of Ciara Schultz & Courtney
Groszhans 2-6, 6-4, 7-6 (7-5)
in the finals to earn the crown.
BCC was the number one ranked
women’s doubles team heading
into the tournament.

“I've been looking at all these
matches as just a way to have
fun,” Wang said. “By the time we
reached the finals, I really felt like
I was peaking and we were play-
ing some really good tennis.”

For Wang, the title comes af-

ter a seven-year hiatus from
team tennis. After playing ten-
nis in high school and graduat-
ing in 2001,Wang went on to the
University of Washington (UW)
and did not play on a tennis team
again until she was approached
by SCC’s Tennis Coach, Eric
Moujtahid-Webster.

“I just really missed it,” Wang
said. “I would have liked to keep
on playing after high school but
I went to UW and it’s tough to
get on to a team like that. I was
looking for something to do and
(Moujtahid-Webster) was the in-
structor for the tennis lessons
(at SCC) and told me he was the
coach for the tennis team. He told
me to come out and play for him.
The whole team was really nice
and we just clicked and really had
some team unity.”

The tandem feels that this
team unity and their own abil-
ity to communicate and under-
stand one another was a key part
of their success.

“In the beginning of the sea-
son, we [Wang and I] weren't very
tough because we didn't know
each other very well,” Fiske said.
“After getting to know her, itwas a
lot easier to play with her.”

“I think in doubles, you need a
partner that you can communi-
catewith,”Wangsaid. “Sometimes
you have to talk it out and talk
over your game plans. With Kari,
we just kind of meshed together
and we never really needed to
stop and tell each other what we
need to do. She knew what to do
and I knew what to do.”

The women’s doubles title
wasn'’t the only piece of hardware

Stanley Cup Finals Preview

that boasts some of the leagues
top young players-- Sidney
Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, Ryan
Whitney, Jordan Staal and goalie
Marc-Andre Fleury.

Both teams deserve to be in the
finals, having advanced through
the playoffs with relative ease.
Detroit lost only four games and
was never behind in a series.
Pittsburgh played even better, los-
ing only twice and also never trail-
ing in their three series victories.

So far, the Penguins lead all
playoff teams in goals scored per
game (3.64) and goals against
(1.86), while the Wings are second
in both categories (3.40 and 2.00).
Both teams are also in the top

four in the league in shots for and
shots against, so this looks like a
very even match up.

The key to the series will be
whether Detroit’s defense can
slow down Pittsburgh's dynam-
ic duo of Crosby and Malkin. Of
course, Pittsburgh has other of-
fensive threats, but the teams’ en-
tire offense runs through Crosby
and Malkin, and if the Wings can't
stop them, they will finally meet
their match.

One big problem for the teams
who've faced the Penguins so far
is the fact that Crosby and Malkin
play on different lines. This has
stopped teams from simply send-
ing out their top defensive unit to

shadow the two Pittsburgh stars.
Detroit, though, has proven to
be one of the best defensive teams
in the league, allowing fewer than
2.2 goals and 23.5 shots per game
in both the regular and postsea-
son. They've got a defensive unit
full of proven players and their
forwards are also some of the
leagues’ most responsible defen-
sively. They seem like the team
with the best shot to gum up the
works of the Pittsburgh offense.
The Penguins are no slouch de-
fensively either, but they will have
their hands full with Detroit’s ef-
ficient and productive offense,
especially if Red Wings forward
Johan “Mule” Franzen can come
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collected by SCC. Fiske also won
a third place title in women’s #1
singles and Maasa Tadokoro won
third place in the women’s #2
singles division. Wes Abney won
third in the men’s #1 singles divi-
sion while Mitchell Chavez and
Justin Gilnick each placed third in
the men’s #3 and men’s #5 singles
divisions, respectively. Anthony
Vo and Shusetesu Toda claimed
third place in #3 men’s doubles
competition.

SCC’s men’s team also fin-
ished third out of five teams in
the team competition while the
women’s team finished fourth of
six teams.

back from his concussion-like
symptoms. Franzen leads the
league in playoff goals (12) and
has been a huge catalyst for the
Wings' offense.

Detroit vs. Pittsburgh is a per-
fect match up with compelling
storylines that could add up to
an all-time classic battle. If the
Penguins can pull off the vic-
tory, the anointment of Sidney
Crosby will officially be complete.
With how he and his team have
been playing, I don’t see even the
mighty Red Wings stopping them.
Prediction: Penguins in 6
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Quickly undead, quickly to bed

ERIKA EWING
Staff Writer

The only good thing about this movie is
that it sucked so bad that I have so much to
write about. “The Quick and the Undead”
was directed and written proudly by Gerald
Nott. Who should have NOT made this mov-
ie. But he did, so he deserves a review, so
let’s have it..

This is not a joke this movie is brought to
you by “NOT entertainment.” So with that
being said I really don’t know if they pur-
posely made this movie just terrible or they
were actually serious.

The main character a.k.a. the protagonist
by the name of Ryn Baskin is a bounty hunt-
er/zombie killer/outlaw who is immune to

the virus. He is always smoking some kind
of rolled up plant. This guy wears a paint-
ball mask with a 10-gallon hat and a ban-
danna underneath it all. He keeps his guns
and ammo in an old guitar case. Has any-
one ever seen El Mariache? I can see Ryn’s
motivation was from Billy Idol because all
he does is sneer at the camera and glare into
it and throughout the movie we just called
him “angry fish face.” There is this other
guy named Hans who we could never fig-
ure out. He has a German like name with
a half Indian and half French accent but
he looks like a wimpy and flabby version of
Bruce Willis. This guy played by actor Nicola
Giacobbe just can’t keep an accent, he even-
tually dies but that’s a good thing.

The story takes place in the old West, West

Nigeria, or old Kentucky I really just don’t
know because it is not established. I also
don’t know what time period it is.

So basically a “viral outbreak” occurred
and people became zombies.

The zombies of this movie are just insult-
ing and terrible. They just walk really slow
and twitch at the same time with the classic
arms stretched outin front. Iwill say that the
zombies are diverse in what type of people
they chose for the role. You will find your av-
erage teen mall rat Hannah Montana want
to be girl who becomes a zombie. You will
see soccer mom zombie. But my favorite
zombie is the Microsoft guy who still has his
glasses on. This guy obviously saw the open
casting call on the Microsoft Bulletin board
and decided to show up. My problem with

.
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Across:

4. "I pinch"

8. Solar P "body part"
9. Third largest feline

10. Zoom zoom

11. Ten letter word for Bettle

14.The Ram

Poupon”

20. Found on road dead
21.1love what you do for me
22. Roaming Jeepkiller

23. An upside downV
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12. The countess of Monte Cristo

19. "Excuse me, do you have any Grey

Automaker's Crossword

This puzzle is filled with the various automakers of the world.
Use the clues to figure out which brand fits in a space.
The answer key will be in the next issue of the Ebbtide.

Down:
1. Think. Feel. Drive.
2. The power to surprise

3. "Beep beep" who's got the keys to the

4. Gary Gary the

5. Not a borsch but a
6. Not an innie but an
7. The sixth planet from the sun
10. The Italian Job

13. Like arock

15. The Sprinting Pony

16. for life

17. Endless

18. The red arrowhead emblem
24. Beemer

Fairy

N
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the make up was that it was only on the face,
you can see the clean necks of people. But
maybe that is just me being to picky, but re-
allyred rotting flesh on the face but the neck
is spotless? Come’on. It’s really hard not to
notice. Oh and the blood looks like grape
jelly. Why? And every time a zombie gets
shot they drool blood, and then a 45° angle
of blood sprays out the top of their head.

At the end Ryn was going to kill himself,
because the world is taken over and he just
has no one left but him. But he doesn’t kill
himself. Ireally wish he did.

This is a really good movie to watch and
drink to if you just like watching complete
failures.

ALLS FAIR IN
Yove o UWae

Dear L&W,

I am a nice, 20-year-old guy with a lot going for me. I
would love to ask a girl from school out on a date, but
Idon't have a car. How can I make this work?

-Transportation Challenged

Dear TC,

Although most girls don't care how you get around
town, you can't take those chevro-legs to pick up a
hot date.

Whatever you do, don't get a parent or friend to drive
you. Instead, consider taking the bus with her, or ask
her to meet you at the location. If the bus isn't your
style, you can spring for a cab or call a driver. A nice
walk in the park and to the neighborhood café is al-
ways a possibility, and exercise is always a nice way
to bond.

Remember: If she needs you to have a car, then you
don't really need her.

Dear L&W,

IT'have been in a relationship for a month and the sex
is just terrible. He steps up to the plate like a two hit-
ter quitter, and I can't approach him about the issue.
I need satisfaction, so what should I do?

-Sexually Frustrated

Dear Sexually Frustrated,

If you can't talk to him about it, try sending a mes-
sage with a dominant attitude. Take control in the
bedroom and teach him art of cunnilingus and fore-
play. Let him work on you before he worries about
himself.

If he is still having problems, try a male prolong
cream at your local adult store. If he's still a swing
and a miss, kick him to the curb and get yourself a
new toy (organic or synthetic).

Warmest Regards,

Yove o Weae

Contact Love & War at webbtide@yahoo.com



