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SCC's softball ace
Lavi Aulck
Sports Editor

SCC freshman Athea Surface is no 
stranger to success after being thrust 
into a new situation. In her sophomore 
year at Lake Stevens High School, Surface 
was put into the starting lineup after 
a line drive broke the jaw of the team’s 
then-"ace," Krista Crosson. The result? 
Surface finished the year with 12 wins and 
one loss, including a complete shutout in 
the championship game of the 2005 girl’s 
fastpitch 4A district championship. 

Now playing her first year of college 
softball, Surface again finds herself step-
ping up and becoming a major part in a 
team’s success. 

Pitching and playing first base, Surface 
has helped push SCC softball towards the 
playoffs not only on the pitcher’s mound, 
where she leads the team in wins (5) and 
innings pitched (67) as of April 22, but 
also in the batter's box, where she leads 
the team in home runs(4) and RBIs(21).

“I’ve always been pretty successful 

pitching so it’s just been keeping up and 
staying in shape with that,” Surface said. 
“Hitting has come around for me a lot 
this year. In high school, my coaches nev-
er had me hit but Lance (Swehla) decided 
that I’m going to hit. I had to get mentally 
focused for (hitting).”

In fact, Surface admits that her offen-
sive production has surprised even her-
self and attributes her success at the plate 
to both a new mindset and Coach Lance 
Swehla’s instruction.

“I wasn’t expecting to be hitting as well 
as I am now,” Surface said. “A lot of the 
credit goes to Lance. He helped me pre-
pare for it. A lot of it was also mental. Just 
being able to know you can do it and step 
up while still being relaxed.”

Surface has been working with Swehla 
since she was a 14-year-old playing on 
one of Swehla’s Select teams. She believes 
the relationship she has with Swehla was 
the deciding factor in her coming to SCC. 

“I had been offered a few scholarships 
by other community colleges,” Surface 
said. “A Texas school even offered me a 

full-ride scholarship but I decided to stay 
closer to home if I was going to a two-year 
school. The fact that Lance is the coach 
here at Shoreline is what set it apart from 
the other local schools.”

While on campus, Surface is pursu-
ing a degree in psychology- a move that 
she hopes will be a stepping stone to a 
career as a social worker. Off campus, 
Surface cares for her 79-year-old mater-
nal grandmother who was diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s disease two years ago.

Surface and SCC’s softball current-
ly sit fourth in the Northwest Athletic 
Association of Community Colleges’ 
North Division, holding the division’s last 
playoff spot. To make their postseason 
dreams a reality, Surface believes she and 

Unsurfacing
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Athea Surface brings a double threat to the SCC Softball team, excelling in pitching and hitting well this season.

her teammates must focus on consisten-
cy in offense.

“There are games where we hit really 
well and there are games where we don’t,” 
Surface said. “We need the whole lineup 
to hit consistently. Personally, I think I 
need to keep up what I’m doing and not 
let it get to me that I’m doing well. I have 
to maintain the same mentality and keep 
at it without tailing off.”
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Love means nothing 
Cross country could soon replace tennis program

Lavi Aulck
Sports Editor

SCC’s tennis team finds itself off 
to a slow start to the 2008 season- 
one that could possibly be the col-
lege’s last in competitive tennis.

Heading into a three-match 
Spokane road trip, the men’s team 
finds itself 1-1 thus far in the young 
season while the women’s side re-
mains winless at 0-3. Coach Eric 
Moujtahid-Webster believes both 
team’s losses are attributed more 
to the team’s attitude rather than a 
lack of talent.

“Our basic problem at this 
point is that we’re not quite match 
tough yet so I’m not all too con-
cerned about the losses per say,” 
Moujtahid-Webster said. “At this 
point, the players are as good as 
any of the players in the NWAACC 
(Northwest Athletic Association 
of Community Colleges). They 
don’t know how to win yet. Teams 
in the past knew what they had to 
do to win and they set about do-
ing that. This team is kind of clue-
less right now; they’re experienced 
but they’ve forgotten what it takes 
to win.”

Though Moujtahid-Webster ad-
mits his men's team has not lived 
up to his pre-season expectations, 
he feels his undermanned wom-
en's squad is set to perform better 
than what he expected at the start 

of the season
“I have more hope for the wom-

en’s team now,” Moujtahid-Webster 
said. “They’ve really turned a corner 
and are better than I thought they 
would be. The men’s team hasn’t 
really lived up to my expectations. 
They are capable of doing better 
than what they’ve shown. Once 
they realize that, they’ll hit the right 
path and do well.”

Despite the apparent talent on 
Moujtahid-Webster’s roster, the 
team’s future is very much in doubt. 
An increased interest in cross 
country in the NWAACC and a de-
creased level of tennis participa-
tion throughout the NWAACC has 
pushed tennis behind cross coun-
try in the athletic department’s 
budget proposals for the 2008-2009 
school year.

Doug Palmer, SCC’s athletic di-
rector has submitted two different 
budget proposals for 2008-09 to 
the Student Body Association (SBA) 
government. As Palmer describes, 
one proposal requests enough 
funds for both a cross country and a 
tennis team at SCC, while the other 
requests sufficient funding for only 
a cross country team.

Palmer believes the decision to 
favor cross country over tennis in 
the budget proposals was due to 
both the possibility of cross coun-
try bringing more full time-enroll-

ees (FTEs) at SCC and a NWAACC-
wide decrease in interest in tennis.

“There’s no doubt cross coun-
try will bring more FTEs while be-
ing a more cost-effective mea-
sure,” Palmer said. “At one point 
in the 1980s, the NWAACC had 20 
to 23 tennis programs. Now they’re 
down to five men’s programs and 
six women’s programs. Cross coun-
try, meanwhile, is starting to gain 
popularity. They now have 13 cross 
country teams in the NWAACC and 
a few colleges are thinking about 
adding on in the next few years.”

According to SBA Treasurer, 
Lucas Meserve, one of the two 
budgets submitted by Palmer will 
be approved by the Budget and 
Finance Committee by the end of 
May. Meserve would not comment 
on the likeliness of either budget 
being approved.

“(The approval of the bud-
gets) is the Budget and Finance 
Committee’s decision,” Meserve 
said. “Our first meeting will be April 
28. Then we will be meeting every 
Tuesday and Thursday through the 
13. I will probably set up times for 
deliberations sometime next week. 
I suspect deliberations would prob-
ably take place the 15, 20 and the 
22.”

Both Palmer and Meserve be-
lieve a decision about the athletic 
department budget is unlikely to 
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Shoreline's Kari Fiske returns a serve from Green River's Yuki Nakamura in the match between SCC and Green River on Tuesday, April 22, 2008 at Shoreview Park.
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come before May 15- the deadline 
for informing the NWAACC wheth-
er or not the college will have a ten-
nis team. 

“May 1 was the tentative dead-
line but the NWAACC has pretty 
much told us that they will extend 
it to May 15,” Palmer said. “(If there 
isn’t a budget in place by the dead-
line,) it would be easier for us to 
say we’re dropping tennis and then 
add it back. If we say we’re going to 
keep it, then we’re held to that by 
the NWAACC.” 

Regardless of which budget is ac-

cepted, Palmer does not expect to 
have a cross country team in place 
for a few more years. 

“I’m not planning to bring in 
cross country next year as a varsity 
sport,” Palmer said. “It’ll be a club 
sport for probably a year while we 
hire a coach and he’ll go out and 
recruit the following year. I’m not 
looking at having a team until prob-
ably 2009-10.”

Coach Moujtahid-Webster de-
clined to comment on the budget-
ing situation.
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Men’s BasEball

NWAACC NORTH 
TEAM	 division RECORD (W-L) 

EDMONDS	 14-2 		
EVERETT	 12-4		
BELLEVUE	 7-5		
OLYMPIC	 7-9 		
SKAGIT VALLEY	 5-7		
SHORELINE	 2-10			 
DOUGLAS	 1-11		

WOMen’s SOFTBALL

NWAACC NORTH 
TEAM	 LEAGUE RECORD (W-L) 
BELLEVUE	 18-0		
OLYMPIC	 14-6	
EVERETT	 12-6		
SHORELINE	 10-8			 
SKAGIT VALLEY	 8-12		
PENINSULA	 3-17		
EDMONDS	 1-17	

RESULTS

Men’s BasEball 
date	 opponent	re sult(w/l) 

APR 12	 EDMONDS	 L 10-0, L 5-4	
APR 13	 EDMONDS	 L 11-0, L 5-2	
APR 19	 OLYMPIC	 L 8-6, L 8-1	
APR 20	 OLYMPIC	 L 5-2, L 8-0

WOMen’s SOFtball 
date	 opponent	re sult(w/l) 

APR 12	 SKAGIT VALLEY	 L 6-1, W 5-4	
APR 13	 BELLEVUE	 L 9-1, L 14-4	
APR 15	 EDMONDS	 W 8-0, W 13-0	
APR 17	 SKAGIT VALLEY	 L 9-8, W 3-1	
APR 22	 EVERETT	 L 2-0, W 13-5		

SCHEDULE

Men’s BASEBALL 
date	 opponent	 TIME 

APR 26	 EVERETT	 1:00*		
APR 27	 EVERETT	 1:00* HOME		
MAY 3	 DOUGLAS	 1:00*			 
MAY 4	 DOUGLAS	 1:00* HOME	
MAY 10	 SKAGIT VALLEY	 1:00*		
MAY 11	 SKAGIT VALLEY	 1:00* HOME

WOMen’s SOFTBALL 
date	 opponent	 TIME 

APR 25	 BELLEVUE	 2:00		
APR 29	 OLYMPIC	 2:00		
MAY 2	 PENINSULA	 1:00 HOME	
MAY 3	 SKAGIT VALLEY	 2:00			 
MAY 6	 EDMONDS	 1:00

* doubleheader

Have an idea for 
sports pages?

Toss us an assist at 
webbtide@yahoo.

com

Sonic’s Seattle days 
numbered?

NHL Playoffs' second round
Conor Williams & Jonathan 

Lavigne
Staff Writer & Associate Editor

One round of the NHL playoffs is 
over and now only eight teams remain 
in competition for the Stanley Cup. 
The Nashville Predators and Boston 
Bruins scared their powerful oppo-
nents, Detroit and Montreal, though 
the Predators and Bruins lost. The 
Dallas Stars, Colorado Avalanche and 
Philadelphia Flyers all beat higher-
seeded teams, though none of those 
results could really be classified as 
upsets. 

Western Conference Semi-
Finals

Detroit Red Wings (1) 
vs. 

Colorado Avalanche (6)

A classic playoff rivalry is 
renewed here. The Wings 
and the Avs have met five 
times in the playoffs since 
1996, playing some very 
memorable series’ along 
the way. While they have 
not met in the post-sea-
son since 2002, both 
teams still have players 
who were there during pre-
vious battles and the histor-
ic intensity will return. Detroit 
has decided Chris Osgood will be 
their starter in goal, as he supplanted 
Dominik Hasek in the first round. On 
the Colorado side, goalie Jose Theodore 
is hot, allowing two goals or less in all 
four of the Av’s victories. The two sides 
match up well with each other, and this 
should be a terrific series. Prediction: 
Wings in 7

San Jose Sharks (2)
vs.

Dallas Stars (5)
tDallas surprised some people by 

dispatching Anaheim, and they are 
here to give the powerful Sharks a run 

for their money. San Jose needed a 

Herculean effort from Jeremy Roenick 
in game seven against Calgary to ad-
vance, and they will need the rest of 
their vaunted forwards to step up if 
they want to stand a chance against 

the confident Stars. Stephane Robidas 
(1 goal, 5 assists, 32 hits) continued 
to prove invaluable to Dallas. If the 
undersized but feisty defenseman 

can continue to rally his teammates 
against San Jose’s talented forwards, 
the Stars will give the Sharks all they 

can handle. Evgeni Nabokov and 
Marty Turco are two of the 
league’s best 

goalies, so this could 
be a low scoring affair. Prediction: 

Stars in 6

Eastern Conference Semi-Finals

Montreal Canadiens (1)
vs.

Philadelphia Flyers (6)

Montreal has beat Philly in all four 
games they played against each other 
this season, outscoring them 15 to 6. If 
the previous series against Boston have 
taught them, Montreal should take 

nothing for granted. With Saku Koivu 
centering the first line with Alex Kovalev 
and Chris Higgins, and a second line 
formed with the Kostitsyn brothers and 
Thomas Plekanec, Montreal has good 
power up front.

Philadelphia is no pushover though. 
They have the same grittiness and pow-
er forwards that gave Montreal so much 
trouble against Boston. Daniel Briere 
and Vaclav Prospal are the two play-
ers with the most points in the playoffs 
so far. Martin Biron hasn’t been very 
impressive during his series against 
Washington, but then again, he was 

trying to block shots by Ovechkin.
Montreal goaltender Carey 

Price will only keep get-
ting better Flyers forward 
to a conference final berth. 

Prediction: Montreal in 6.

Pittsburgh Penguins (2)
vs.

New York Rangers (5)

Pittsburgh won in four 
against Ottawa, a team who 
were considered favorite to 
win the cup at the beginning 
of the season. Led by super-
stars Sydney Crosby and 

Evgeni Malkin on the attack 
and Marc-Andre Fleury mind-

ing the net like a full-fledged vet, 
Pittsburgh could go far. 

New York made the late acquisition 
of both Scott Gomez and Chris Drury 
to bring more strength to their front 
line with Jaromir Jagr. Vezina trophy 
candidate (for best goaltender) Henrik 
Lundqvist has played solid games 
against New Jersey in the previous se-
ries, maintaining a 9.17 save percent-
age. The depth the Rangers bring to the 
table is quite impressive.

Expect a fairly balanced duel on both 
sides of the ice, in the attack and in net. 
After the dust settles, the Rangers veter-
ans will edge past the rookie Penguins. 
Prediction: New York in 6.

Conor Williams
Staff Writer

Was the Sonics 99-95 win over the 
Dallas Mavericks their last game in 
Seattle? If so, the team was given a 
hearty send off by its fans. While it was 
not a sellout crowd, the attendance was 
over 16,000 and the crowd was very vo-
cal all night.

Chants of “Save our Sonics!” started 
up throughout the game and the crowd 
really got going when former Sonic star 
Gary Payton, in attendance for the first 
time this season was introduced in the 
second quarter.

Though I was not able to attend the 
game I did watch it on television, giving 
myself perhaps a final dose of Seattle 
Supersonics basketball.  

As a longtime fan, it was a strange 
experience. The Sonics were the first 
sports franchise that I ever cared 
about I remember playing with my 
dad in our backyard, pretending to be 
Tom Chambers or the ‘X-Man,’ Xavier 

McDaniel. 
Seeing Gary Payton arise to a raucous 

reaction from the crown reminded me 
of sitting at Key Arena while I as in high 
school, cheering my lungs out for the 
great Sonic squads of the mid-90’s.

As the game wound down the crowd 
continued to rock the arena, and there 
was an extended “Save our Sonics!” 
chant that went on for three minutes 
or more at full volume.  

The game ended bittersweet as the 
Sonics’ most prized player, rookie sen-
sation Kevin Durant, scored four points 
in a row to give Seattle a 98-95 lead.

Durant, who averaged 20.3 points 
per game despite being the focal point 
of opposing defenses all season, is 
one of the most talented young play-
ers in the league. Seeing him shine in 
the clutch against a playoff team was 
exciting but discouraging at the same 
time, considering that the Sonics may 
be playing in Oklahoma City next year.

The only hope for keeping the Sonics 

in Seattle rests on the potential of two 
lawsuits. One is a June trial that will de-
termine whether the Sonics must hon-
or their Key Arena lease, which runs 
through 2010. The other is a poten-
tial lawsuit by former Sonics majority 
owner Howard Schultz in which he will 
claim new owner Clay Bennett violat-
ed the terms of the sale agreement by 
not attempting to keep the Sonics in 
Seattle.

Now, after another impressive per-
formance by Durant (42 points, 13 re-
bounds) in a win over the Golden State 
Warriors, the season is over.

The National Basketball Association 
Board of Governors has voted to allow 
the move to Oklahoma City, so all paths 
are clear for Bennett’s group if the law-
suits are resolved favorably to them.

As a longtime fan it hurts me to think 
that the Sonics’ time in Seattle may be 
up, but I’ll always remember the Sonics 
of my youth, and I’ll always remember 
their final game in Seattle.
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Warmest Regards,

Contact Love & War at webbtide@yahoo.com

All’s Fair in

Dear L&W
I’ve started seeing a guy and I really like the 
time we spend with each other. It’s still too 
early to call it anything though. We see each 
other irregularly at best. Then my ex, who 
still has feelings for me called me up last 
week and asked to see me when he’s back 
in town. We were together for three years, 
and at first things were good, then slowly 
they got worse. By the end it was like 70-30 
percent bad. I still have feelings for him, I’m 
just not sure what to do about it. Should I 
see him anyway? Should I tell the other guy 
about it?

-Between the old and the new

Dear Between the old and the new
Why do you have feelings for an ex-boyfriend 
who you felt 70 percent bad about? Come 
on... I thought ending a relationship meant 
actually ending a relationship. Chances are 

good that the only reason he wants to see you 
is to get you in bed anyway. Let’s be realistic 
here. And don’t try to tell me “he’s changed” 
either. We all know that’s B.S.
 
As for telling your current guy about it, why 
would you? If you’re not in a relationship and 
you think it’s “too early to call it anything”, 
treating him like a boyfriend and filling him 
in on your sex-fiend ex is a great way to send 
him running. 
 
Screw your head on straight and ditch the 
stupid ex. Take it slow with the new guy and 
try not to dump your personal past baggage 
on him in the “getting to know you” phase. 
Move away from “between the old and the 
new” and just move on already!

Dear L&W
My girlfriend and I are thinking about moving 

in with each other. She has a really cool place 
and I wouldn’t mind ditching my roommate 
for new pastures. We get along wonderfully 
and both have the same philosophy when it 
comes to “house maintenance.” 
The problem is, I have a cat. My girlfriend 
doesn’t hate cats, but she’s not sure if she 
wants one. I’ve had this cat for three years 
and have been dating her for six months. 
Right now I’m at her place four to five 
nights a week and I mostly just come 
home to clean the cat litter and play a lit-
tle with my cat, which my roommate 
feeds for me. I really don’t want to have to 
choose between the cat and the girl. But 
it seems I might have to. What can I do? 
-Cat in a bind

Dear Cat in a bind
Okay, your main problem aside, why the 
hell are you thinking about moving in with 

someone after only six months? Are you in-
sane? Before you start throwing cats out of 
your proverbial window, maybe you ought 
to look at the situation from a sane stand-
point. Unless you’re looking for a green 
card or planning to steal all her stuff and 
bounce, give it a little time, would you? 
As far as the cat goes, I have one thing to say: 
Animals are not disposable! The fact that you 
already abandon your cat four to five nights a 
week borders on cruelty. If she’s not allergic, 
and she really wants you to move in, you have 
to tell her that it’s you and the cat, or nothing.  
Your cat deserves better than that.

Liz Sternberg
Staff Writer 

Landlords are the de-
cision makers of the 
kingdom in which you 
live, and more likely 
than not, they are both-
ersome creatures that 
thrive on making your 
life uncomfortable. 
Here are some examples 
of landlords that I have 
encountered.

The do-it-yourself 
landlord: The roof had 
been leaking for over a 
week. My furniture was 
askew to avoid getting 
drenched and when it 
rained I would be forced 
to listen to a rhythmical-
ly piercing plop-plop-
plop sound. I called my 
60-something landlord 
about the problem. The 
landlord readily came 
over in his overalls and 
work boots and pranced 
around on the slippery 
wet roof, placing ran-
dom sheets of metal 
where he thought there 
was a leak. Of course 
he failed to fix the leak 
a few times. All I could 
think was: "Good God! 
Get down from there old 
man, and hire a profes-
sional before you fall 
and break your neck!

The compassionate-
ly stupid landlord: She 
gave the key to our house 
to an old lady across the 
street. While I did not 
feel threatened by this 
old lady, my roommates 
and I decided we’d rath-
er hide the spare key 
in some remote area 
of our yard in case we 
were ever locked out. 
When I explained this 
to the landlord she sud-
denly became offend-

ed.  “Margaret has had 
the keys to this house 
for over 10 years. You 
are insulting a relation-
ship that was built upon 
trust!” All I could think 
was: This is the key to the 
house that I live in (not 
you) and I don’t want a 
little old lady walking in 
to my private dwelling, 
even if she’s harmless.  
What about my trust?

The consumer of the 
deposit landlord: We 
scrubbed our house sol-
id after we had moved 
out.  There was not a 
single dust particle to 
be found.  But appar-
ently it was not clean 
enough. The landlord 
decided to bring in the 
Maid Brigade and de-
duct the cost from our 
deposit. The total bill 
was for $500. All I could 
think was: “What? A 
$500 cleaning bill! 
Unbelievable.” It turns 
out that our downstairs 
neighbor (who had a 
separate lease) was 
blessed with the clean-
ing services of the Maid 
Brigade as well, for free. 
Our neighbor confessed 
they had spent quite a 
long time scrubbing his 
fridge and he just didn’t 
want to stop them.  Our 
deposit money was used 
to scrub someone else’s 
fridge!

As much as they frus-
trate me, landlords are 
not evil, they are hu-
man, and all humans 
are flawed.  But beware 
when considering your 
next residence. When 
you think it can’t get 
worse, it will.

Landlords: rulers that 
cause problems for you
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The idea is simple- slang has invaded every part of American culture, and 

it is your job to figure out exactly what each slanginology means (to me).

The Ebbtide's Guide to Slang Crossword

ACROSS

5	 phat
6	 decent *dece*
7	 homies
10	 shady
13	 crew
15	 dubie
16	 whattsup
17	 fo shezie
18	 beezie

DOWN

1	 slang
2	 boo
3	 hood
4	 chillaxed
8	 props
9	 whip
11	 a cat/dog
12	 tizight
14	 dubs *rollin on*


